
“It may be a flickering 

moment, but we 

can hope that a 

more generous and 

brotherly spirit has 

been kindled by the 

courage and heroism 

of the Paris Fire 

Brigade.”
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Sports
Baseball teams from Harwood 

and Montpelier are looking 

forward to hitting the diamond 

after weather has hampered 

attempts at outdoor action.  B1

In the news
Sri Lanka’s president gave 

the military sweeping police 

powers starting today in the 

wake of the Easter bombings 

that killed nearly 300 people 

Sunday.  B5
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The Green Mountain Horn Club 

welcomes founder Alan Parshley in 

a special lunchtime concert. Free; 

bring a bag lunch. Coffee and tea 

are provided. 12-12:45 p.m. Christ 

Church Episcopal, 64 State Street, 

Montpelier, 802-223-3631.

Sanctuary city stands firm

Special school meeting tonight

Fire levels Hebert Road home

Welch: Bills 
to help small 
pharmacies

By STEPHEN MILLS

STAFF WRITER

MONTPELIER — Capital City 
leaders are standing firm in the 
face of the threat by President Don-
ald Trump to dump undocumented 
immigrants in sanctuary cities.

The threat came from Trump in 
recent days amid a spike in immi-
grants trying to cross the southern 

border. Democratic leaders have 
countered that the president is 
using innocent immigrants fleeing 
violence in their home countries as 
“political pawns” as a revenge tactic 
against Democrats for refusing to 
support funding for a border wall.

Official sanctuary cities in Vermont 
include Montpelier, Burlington and 
Winooski, while many smaller towns 

around the state have adopted “sanc-
tuary status” resolutions. In March 
2017, Gov. Phil Scott signed into law 
a bill, S.79, that prohibits state and 
local police from participating in 
some federal immigration enforce-
ment efforts to arrest and detain 
undocumented immigrants. But he 
fell short of declaring Vermont a 
“sanctuary state.”

Capital City leaders said they 
would welcome undocumented 
immigrants if the president acted 
on his threat. The Montpelier City 
Council adopted a resolution to 
become a sanctuary city in Novem-
ber 2016.

Mayor Anne Watson said the 

By DAVID DELCORE

STAFF WRITER

CALAIS — Three documents 
designed to preserve the town’s 
interest in Calais Elementary 
School in the wake of a looming 
state-ordered merger will be con-
sidered by local voters during a spe-
cial school district meeting tonight.

The meeting, which is set for 
6 p.m. at the pre-K-6 school, will 
provide voters a chance to weigh 
in on the documents — an option, 

an easement deed and a “school 
property use agreement.”

Crafted with the help of attorney 
James Barlow, the documents have 
yet to be executed by members of 
the Select Board and School Board. 
That will likely change if they are 
approved by voters tonight.

Unlike the elementary school 
budget, which was approved by 
voters on Town Meeting Day last 
month, or the more recently 
adopted spending plan for U-32 

Middle and High School, the deci-
sion will be made on the floor of 
a moderated meeting — not by 
Australian ballot.

That will provide town and 
school officials an opportunity to 
explain the thinking behind the 
documents, which some have sug-
gested are unnecessary and others 
have equated to a “prenuptial 
agreement” that would provide an 
added level of protection heading 
into a forced merger.

That merger would create a 
single pre-K-12 school district 
including currently autonomous 
elementary schools in Berlin, Cal-
ais, East Montpelier, Middlesex and 
Worcester, as well as jointly owned, 
but separately run, U-32. Lawmak-
ers have, as of yet, been unable to 
reconcile competing proposals that 
could provide for a one-year delay 
in the July 1 implementation of 

By DAVID DELCORE

STAFF WRITER

WILLIAMSTOWN — An 
extended family is homeless 
after a Sunday night fire 
gutted their Hebert Road 
farmhouse and an excava-
tor was used to level what 
little was left.

The home was owned 
by Edward and Ruby Ful-
lard, and occupied by the 
Fullards, two of their mid-
dle-aged children and three 
grandchildren.

Williamstown Fire Chief 
William Graham said the 

Fullards and at least two 
of their teenage grandchil-
dren were home at the time 
and escaped the building 
after one of them noticed 
“black smoke” coming from 
a bedroom. No one was 
injured, he said.

According to Graham, 
the  f i re  was  ca l led  in 
shortly before 9:30 p.m. 
and the two-and-a-half-story 
wood-framed farmhouse 
was “half-involved” when 
firefighters arrived on the 
scene.

Graham sa id  f l ames 

already burned through a 
section of roof at the time 
and within 30 minutes had 
spread throughout the 
entire structure.

“It did a lot of damage 
very quickly,” he said of the 
fire.

Graham said saving the 
structure was never a realis-
tic option given how quickly 
the fire spread.

“It consumed the whole 
house,” he said of a fire 
that occupied nearly 50 

By PATRICK MCARDLE

STAFF WRITER

On Monday, Rep. Peter 
Welch. D-Vt., plans to intro-
duce legislation next week 
that aims to create a “level 
playing field” between 
independent  pharma -
cies and bigger, national 
organizations.

Welch is planning to 
introduce two pieces of 
legislation, both involving 
the pharmacy benefit man-
agers (PBM), who admin-
istrate government, private 
and company health plan 
benefits.

One bill would prevent 
PBMs from retroactively 
changing the price of a 
particular drug, sometimes 
months after i t ’s  sold, 
requiring the pharmacy to 
pay the drug company more 
money.

The other bill would pro-
hibit PBMs from excluding 
small, independent phar-
macies like the Rutland 
Pharmacy from joining pre-
ferred pharmacy networks 
that fill prescriptions for 
Medicare patients.

Welch spoke at the Rut-
land Pharmacy on Monday 
along with Jeff Hochberg, 

director of the Rutland 
Pharmacy, Kevin Mullin, 
who was once a Rutland 
County state senator and 
now serves as the chairman 
for the Green Mountain 
Care Board, and Michael 
Fisher, chief health care 
advocate for Vermont Legal 
Aid.

Welch said the bills are 
bipartisan and he’s co-spon-
soring them with Rep. Mor-
gan Griffith, R-Va.

“Community pharmacies 
are essential to the well-be-
ing of Vermonters. They’re 
essential to the well-being of 
Americans. Our health care 
system is getting incredibly 
complicated and in many 
cases, a little too imper-
sonal,” he said.

Welch said a local phar-
macy can have a personal 
re l a t ionsh ip  w i th  the 
patient.

Local pharmacies are 
being excluded from some 
pharmacy networks, which 
could jeopardize their 
finances and close them 
down in the long term.

“Morgan Griffith and I 
are introducing legislation 
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Willy Pratt, of West Brookfield, prunes overgrown branches near the College Green at Vermont College of Fine Arts in Montpelier on Monday.
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Erica Worch, 5, searches for hidden eggs at Hubbard Park on Saturday for Montpe-
lier’s annual Easter egg hunt.

SPRING PRUNING

HOLIDAY HUNT

AMID TRUMP IMMIGRATION THREAT:
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