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Pandemic protocols restored 

Gov. Scott resists mandate calls

Hospitals 
set vaccine 
requirements

By DAVID DELCORE

STAFF WRITER

BARRE — City Hall won’t be 
shuttered to the public and today’s 
community visit won’t be canceled, 
but a recent surge in COVID-19 
cases has prompted City Manager 
Steve Mackenzie to revive some 
pandemic protocols he let lapse in 
June.

The most notable change — 
one that will go into effect today 
— is a requirement that everyone 
who enters City Hall, or any other 
municipally owned building, wear 
a cloth face covering.

The targeted mask mandate 
applies to employees and visitors in 
city-owned buildings regardless of 
their vaccination status and mirrors 

a protective measure adopted by 
the Montpelier City Council last 
week.

“It’s a reasonable, low-impact 
step to take to help avoid the 
spread of the virus, whether you’re 
vaccinated or not,” Mackenzie said 
Tuesday.

Since June 15 only those who 
had not yet been vaccinated were 

required to wear masks in munic-
ipal buildings. Those buildings — 
most notably City Hall — reopened 
to the general public on June 21 
after being off-limits to most and 
appointment-only for some for 
more than a year.

Mackenzie said he doesn’t 

By ERIC BLAISDELL

STAFF WRITER

MONTPELIER — Gov. Phil Scott 
is resisting calls from top lawmakers 
to reinstate coronavirus pandemic 
restrictions, saying now is not the 
time to reimpose a state of emer-
gency order.

According to  informat ion 
released Tuesday by the state, 
there were 798 new cases of the 
virus reported during the past 

week, an increase over the 758 
cases reported the week prior. 
Hospitalizations from the virus 
are up in Vermont, with 34 people 
reported hospitalized Tuesday and 
15 of them in the intensive care 
unit. There have been 10 deaths 
from the virus in the state so far in 
the month of August, one shy of 
the total number of deaths from 
the virus in May, June and July 
combined.

The increased virus activity is 
attributed to the more-transmissi-
ble delta variant.

The governor lifted all pandem-
ic-related restrictions and the state 
of emergency when Vermont hit 
80% of the eligible population 
with at least one dose of the vac-
cine in June. Despite this recent 
rise in cases, Scott’s been reluctant 
to reinstate the restrictions, citing 
the state’s strong vaccine rate. The 

state reported Tuesday 85.6% of 
the state’s eligible population has 
received at least one vaccine dose, 
with about 79,244 residents yet to 
be vaccinated.

House Speaker Jill Krowinski, 
D-Chittenden, released a statement 
Tuesday calling on the governor to 
take action to mitigate the spread 
of the virus.

By PATRICK MCARDLE

STAFF WRITER

Enacting a policy similar to the one 
announced by UVM earlier this month, 
Rutland Regional Medical Center will 
require all its employees be vaccinated 
by Oct, 1 and is tightening its conditions 
for visitors after the number of COVID 
patients hospitalized in Vermont and 
Rutland County increased, according to 
leader Claudio Fort.

Fort, the president and CEO of Rutland 
Regional, said the increase in rates of 
new cases was concerning. The Vermont 
Department of Health’s online COVID 
dashboard on Tuesday showed 17 new 
cases on Monday and 120 new cases col-
lectively over the last two weeks.

The numbers posted each day on the 
dashboard reflect the cases identified the 
day before so Tuesday’s numbers show 
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Mike Dindo paints the goal posts at the U-32 football field in East Montpelier on Tuesday as the school readies for the impending school year, 
which begins Thursday.
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Gage Stone, left, and Matt Donahue, of Donahue Window Cleaning, wash the windows of The Skinny 
Pancake, in Montpelier, on Tuesday. Donahue says most commercial properties get their windows cleaned 
twice a year.
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Spectator race
Local auto racing fans are 

gearing up for the annual 

“Run-What-U-Brung” at 

Thunder Road.  B1

BARRE
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