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Not so dumb
Weekender columnist 

Willem Lange spins a tale 

about a couple of dogs 

and an encounter with a 

protective mother raccoon 

and her curious kit.  
                                     C6

Positive report
Labor Department says 

2.5 million workers 

are back at work, and 

President Trump declares 

victory over economic 

crisis and coronavirus 

pandemic.                     B2

Nature calls
In the time of staying at 

home, families introduce 

the kids to camping by 

pitching a tent in the back-

yard and fixing s’mores 

around a campfire.  
                                   C1

Gut feeling
With 50 trillion microbes 

living in your insides, you 

can imagine the chatter 

between your body and 

your mind — or how 

indigestion can lead to 

depression.  
                                  C2

Dining, travel rules loosen

Breer freed with tight conditions

Making connections

DCF head 
set to retire 
in three weeks

By ERIC BLAISDELL

STAFF WRITER

MONTPELIER — Gov. Phil Scott 
has announced limited indoor din-
ing at restaurants can resume and 
he’s allowing some interstate travel 
as Vermont continues to open 
up during the novel coronavirus 
pandemic.

At his regular news conference 
Friday, the governor said despite an 
outbreak in Winooski he was ready 
to take another “turn of the spigot” 
to reopen the economy. Health 
officials said over 30 people there 
have been infected with the virus 
that causes COVID-19.

But according to the Vermont 

Department of Health, there were 
only two new cases of the virus to 
report Friday, bringing the total 
confirmed cases to 1,027. No one 
is currently hospitalized due to the 
virus and the death toll remains 55.

Scott said starting Monday 
restaurants can offer indoor dining 
at 25% capacity.

“One of the things Vermont is 
known for is local food and craft 
brews, so I know how important 
this sector is to our economy,” he 
said.

Those looking to eat inside at 
a restaurant will have to make 

By ERIC BLAISDELL

STAFF WRITER

BARRE — Convicted 
kidnapper Harley Breer 
has until November to find 
a state that will allow him 
to move there or he will 
receive a life sentence in 
Vermont.

Breer, 50, pleaded no 
contes t  on  May  28  in 

Chittenden County crimi-
nal court in Burlington to 
felony counts of second-de-
gree aggravated domestic 
assault and second-degree 
unlawful restraint. He also 
admitted to two violations 
of probation.

Breer has been placed 
on home confinement in 
Marshfield until Nov 1. He’s 

looking at moving to Maine 
and may have a job lined 
up there. But the state he 
wants to move to will need 
to accept him.

He can’t move to a state 
that borders Vermont, 
which includes Massachu-
setts, New York and New 
Hampshire. But if he does 
find a state that will accept 

him, he will be placed on 
probation there for 45 
years.

If he is unsuccessful, he 
will receive a zero to life 
sentence meaning he will 
be placed on furlough, 
the strictest form of pro-
bation referred to as jail 
on the streets, for the rest 
of his life. Breer faces a 

life sentence because he 
was charged as a habitual 
offender. If he violates his 
probation he can be taken 
directly to prison and it 
would then be up to the 
Department of Corrections 
when he could be released.

For the domestic assault 

By PETER COBB

CORRESPONDENT

L
ia Rubel, of 
Barre, is on a 
mission: Provide 

smartphones and other 
WiFi capable devices to 
seniors who can’t afford 
them but need them now 
during the COVID-19 
pandemic to meet with 
their doctors.

Rubel has collected 30 
devices and is hoping to 
secure at least 70 more.

Rubel, a 2019 graduate 
of Spaulding High School 
and a sophomore at Emory 
University in Atlanta, 
Georgia, is the Vermont 
representative to the non-
profit group TeleHealth 
Access for Seniors which 
began in March with the 

goal of collecting smart 
devices and cash donations 
to provide elderly patients 
and veterans with access 
to healthcare services via 
video chat and to sustain 
the patient-doctor relation-
ship during the pandemic.

“Given COVID-19, most 
medical practices have 

By ERIC BLAISDELL

STAFF WRITER

MONTPELIER — The 
head of the state Depart-
ment for Children and 
Families is calling it a career 
after some turbu-
lent years and his 
replacement  i s 
ready to step up.

Gov. Phil Scott 
announced this 
week that Com-
m i s s i o n e r  K e n 
Schatz will retire 
June 26. He will be 
replaced by Dep-
uty Commissioner 
Sean Brown.

Over the course of his 
career, Schatz has worked as 
city attorney for Burlington, 
deputy defender general, 
as a juvenile defender and 
as general counsel for the 
Agency of Human Services. 
He took over as the head of 
DCF in September 2014.

Schatz said he was plan-
ning to retire this year.

“It’s something I’ve been 
thinking about for a while, 
to be candid. I have been 
commissioner for almost six 
years. I had thought about 

when is the appropriate 
timing,” he said.

Schatz said the novel 
coronavirus  pandemic 
has been a challenge for 
the state to deal with, but 

now that things 
are opening back 
up, he felt it was 
the right time to 
retire.

When Schatz 
took the job the 
department was 
under  scrut iny 
because  of  the 
d e a t h s  o f  t w o 
young children, 

2-year-old Dezirae Sheldon 
and 14-month-old Peigh-
ton Geraw. Sheldon had 
been in DCF custody weeks 
before she was killed by her 
stepfather. Geraw’s family 
had been visited by a DCF 
worker hours before his 
death.

“Those two child fatali-
ties, of children who had 
been in  DCF cus tody, 
weighed very heavily on our 
system and, from my per-
spective, it was important to 
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Spencer Kovarie, lead roaster at 802 Coffee, checks beans Thursday at the coffee roaster’s new location in Barre. 802 Coffee began with a small 
roasting operation at Capitol Grounds in Montpelier in 1998. The new location is in a former auto parts store on Ayers Street. Owner Julia Watson, 
daughter of business founder Bob Watson, plans to open a cafe in the front of the building later this year.
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Jim Pollard and Kristy LaFrance, both parents of graduating seniors, hang banners 
honoring Spaulding High School graduates along Main Street in Barre on Thursday. 
Private donations paid for the banners which will hang for several weeks.
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