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Today
COMPOST BASICS 

WORKSHOP

Learn about managing food scraps 

and how-to use food scraps as a 

resource in your own yard. Everyone 

goes home with a starter kit. 6-7:15 p.m. 

Rumney Elementary School, 433 

Shady Rill Rd, Middlesex, cassandrah@

cvswmd.org, 802-229-9383.

“It’s trying to feel like 

summer. And that 

means getting out 

and enjoying all that 

Vermont has to offer. 

One of those ways is 

hitting the trails.”

Editorial, A4

In the news
Taking apart decommis-

sioned nuclear reactors is 

still raising concerns.  A2

A Barre special educator re-

ceives the state’s top honor.  A2

An energy-efficiency charter 

change for Montpelier gets 

the Senate’s nod.  A3

Jury begins deliberations

Rallying for the nation’s women

School Board ready to pass 
the torch to new panel

Two candidates 
to tour 5-town 
school district 

By MIKE DONOGHUE

CORRESPONDENT

BURLINGTON — A Vermont 
Superior Court jury deliberated 
into Tuesday night in a case con-
cerning a Williston man charged 
with killing five Mad River Valley 
teens during a wrong-way crash on 
Interstate 89.

Steven D. Bourgoin, 38, has 

denied five counts of second degree 
murder. He also has pleaded not 
guilty to two subsequent misde-
meanor charges: aggravated oper-
ation without permission for taking 
a Williston Police cruiser from the 
crash site, and reckless driving for 
crashing it into his truck at the first 
crash scene.

After 11 days of testimony, the 

jury finally got the case at about 
11:30 a.m. Tuesday.

The jurors worked through the 
day. Judge Kevin Griffin sent them 
home for the night shortly before 
8 p.m. Deliberations will continue 
Tuesday.

Police say Bourgoin was driving 
north with drugs in his system when 
he crashed into the car operated 

by Cyrus Zschau, 16, of Moretown, 
at about 11:55 p.m. Oct. 8, 2016 in 
Williston.

The teens’ car rolled into the 
median and burst into flames. 
Zschau and his passengers, Eli 
Brookens, 16, of Waterbury; Janie 
Chase Cozzi, 15, of Fayston; Liam 

By STEPHEN MILLS

STAFF WRITER

MONTPELIER — Abortion-rights 
advocates gathered outside the State 
House Tuesday evening to join the 
national fight against tough new 
laws in some states aimed at chal-
lenging the landmark U.S. Supreme 
Court decision, Roe v. Wade, that 
established a woman’s legal right to 
an abortion.

About 300 people gathered to 

hear from more than half dozen 
speakers who each urged action 
to mobilize against efforts to over-
turn the 1973 landmark decision, 
following the recent appointment 
of Justice Brett Cavanaugh, giving 
the Supreme Court a conservative 
majority.

Critics have said recent deci-
sions by Alabama to effectively ban 
abortion altogether and other bills 
in Ohio, Louisiana and Missouri 

to prevent abortions as soon as a 
baby’s heartbeat is detected in the 
early stages of pregnancy are likely to 
lead to a challenge of Roe v. Wade.

In Vermont, supporters of abor-
tion rights have hailed Republi-
can Gov. Phil Scott for being pro 
choice and not standing in the 
way of House bill H.57, which 
seeks to guarantee a woman’s right 
to an abortion in the Vermont 
Constitution.

That was reiterated Tuesday 
evening.

“The Governor is pro choice, and 
as he has emphasized throughout 
this discussion, he understands the 
calls to codify choice protections 
in some way,” said spokeswoman 
Rebecca Kelley in an email Tues-
day. “Given these considerations 
and the strong support for H.57 

By DAVID DELCORE

STAFF WRITER

EAST MONTPELIER — 
A lame duck School Board 
embraced the beginning of 
its end on Monday.

Though East Montpelier 
school directors will meet 
two more times before 
surrendering operational 
responsibi l i ty  of  their 

pre-K-6 school system on 
July 1, Monday’s meeting 
marked the last time they’ll 
huddle in the library at East 
Montpelier Elementary 
School.

That explained the five 
hanging flower baskets — 
one for each board member 
— that were waiting when 
they arrived and the five 

framed photographs signed 
by the school’s faculty and 
staff that each unwrapped 
as the meeting was drawing 
to a close.

It also explained the part-
ing gift they gave Principal 
Alicia Lyford and the part-
ing message they agreed to 

By DAVID DELCORE

STAFF WRITER

EAST MONTPELIER — 
The whirlwind search for 
an interim superintendent 
of a supervisory union that 
will soon cease to exist is 
nearing an end. The two 
finalists — Debra Taylor 
and Donald Van Nostrand 
— will spend Thursday 
hopscotching around the 
five-town, six-school Wash-
ington Central Supervisory 
Union before settling down 
for back-to-back interviews 
by an executive committee 
whose last official act may 
be recommending which 
one should be hired.

The final decision is 
expected to be made by 
the super visory  union 
board when it meets next 
Wednesday at U-32 Middle 
and High School.

U n l e s s  s o m e t h i n g 
changes, the supervisory 
union, its board and the 
executive committee will 
all become functionally 
obsolete on July 1. That’s 
when whoever is hired 
next week will start work 
and when the 10-member 

board collectively elected 
by voters in Berlin, Calais, 
East Montpelier, Middlesex 
and Worcester on Tuesday 
will assume operational 
responsibility of a new pre-
K-12 school district.

Taylor and Van Nostrand 
separated themselves from 
a field of 12 applicants for 
the interim job Superinten-
dent Bill Kimball has held 
for the last seven years. In 
March, Kimball announced 
he had accepted the job of 
assistant superintendent in 
the St. Albans-based Maple 
Run Unified School Dis-
trict and would be stepping 
down on June 30.

Confronted with Kim-
ball’s looming departure 
and in the midst of uncer-
tainty involving a state-or-
dered  merger,  s chool 
officials launched a consul-
tant-led search for someone 
willing to serve as superin-
tendent for one year.

Working with members 
of the executive committee, 
consultant Mark Andrews 
narrowed the field, and a 
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Dee Steffan, left, of Colchester, displays her message on Tuesday as hundreds of Vermonters gather at the State House in Montpelier to rally in support 
of abortion rights in the face of recent restrictive laws passed around the country. Planned Parenthood, ACLU Vermont, Women’s March Vermont and 
Vote Pro Choice were among the organizing groups for the event.
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Scottie Brower, right, looks on as her grandson Miles Moore, 5, carefully places a 
cigarette butt into a waste receptacle on Langdon Street on Tuesday as part of the 
Montpelier Senior Center’s Trash Tramps program.

TRASH TRAMPS
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