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“For a so-called 

‘little girl,’ Alexandria 

Ocasio-Cortez 

has certainly 

gotten under the 

Republicans’ 

skin. The 29-year-

old freshman 

congresswoman from 

New York has become 

the GOP’s latest liberal 

boogeywoman.”

Editorial, A4

In the news
A new fat bike trail system 

will open in Montpelier on 

Friday.  A3

A Barre man is accused of 

threatening a social worker in 

court.  A3

Talk of the Town.  A2, A7

Council OKs police contract

Scott, lawmakers look for unity

State Police: Steps missed 
in kidnap, sex assault case

Trump border 
speech falls flat

By DAVID DELCORE

STAFF WRITER

BARRE — A newly ratified con-
tract with unionized members 
of the city’s police department 
reflects a massive change to their 
salary schedule and a first-time 
requirement they pay a portion of 
their health insurance premiums.

Unanimously ratified by city 
councilors following a closed-
door briefing Tuesday night, the 

two-year contract replaces the 
stop-gap one-year agreement that 
was reached 11 months into the 
contract year that ended last June.

Unionized police officers and 
emergency dispatchers have been 
working under the terms of that 
“strategic settlement” for the last 
six months. City Manager Steve 
Mackenzie announced a tentative 
settlement three months ago, 
and the final version of the labor 

agreement was presented to the 
council for ratification Tuesday 
night.

The latest round of negotiations 
focused almost exclusively on two 
issues — wages and health insur-
ance benefits — that prevented 
the two sides from reaching a 
longer term settlement last year.

The new contract  ref lect s 
what councilors were told is “a 
complete overhaul of the wage 

system,” including the elimina-
tion of “longevity payments” that 
under the old agreement could 
add as much as $50 a week — 
$2,600 a year — to employees’ 
paychecks.

The weekly benefit was avail-
able to employees with at least 
three years of service to the city. 
Following the last contractual 

By PETER HIRSCHFELD  

and JOHN DILLON

VERMONT PUBLIC RADIO

The 2019 legislative session will 
inevitably include partisan fights 
and scathing floor debates, but 
on opening day at least, a spirit of 
unity prevailed in Montpelier.

As elected officials brace for 
showdowns over issues like paid 
family leave, a $15 minimum 
wage — not to mention how much 

government should spend to edu-
cate its children, clean up its water, 
and help the poor — Democratic 
lawmakers and the Republican gov-
ernor say they’re trying to map out 
some common ground.

At an open-door gathering in 
his ceremonial office in the State-
house Wednesday morning, Gov. 
Phil Scott said it’s a new year, “and 
a clean slate.”

“And I think there’s a lot we can 

be proud of, a lot we can work 
together on, a lot of enthusiasm 
this morning across party lines 
coming in to talk about what we 
can do together,” Scott said.

Scott and Democratic lawmakers 
have feuded bitterly at times over 
the past two years. But Scott said he 
anticipates having a more construc-
tive relationship.

“Because I think we have a lot of 
the same goals, we just may have 

different approaches on how to 
get there. And we’ll just sort that 
all out,” Scott said.

Appeals for cross-party unity were 
the order of the day Wednesday. In 
a speech to newly elected mem-
bers, House Speaker Mitzi Johnson 
addressed Republican Minority 
Leader Pattie McCoy by name.

“You have a vital role in bringing 

By ERIC BLAISDELL

STAFF WRITER

WATERBURY — Ver-
mont State Police say steps 
were missed by law enforce-
ment in a case where a St. 
Johnsbury man allegedly 
left a treatment facility, kid-
napped a woman and her 
child, and sexually assaulted 
the woman.

The man, Everett  A. 
Simpson, 41, is currently 
facing felony charges in 

Washington County 
for an unrelated 
matter.

A c c o r d i n g  t o 
police, Simpson 
was in custody on 
charges stemming 
from an incident 
i n  S e p t e m b e r 
where he allegedly 
stole a vehicle and 
assaulted a trooper in Lyn-
don. He was released to Val-
ley Vista, a substance-abuse 

rehabilitation facil-
ity in Bradford, on 
Jan. 3. Police said 
on the night of 
Jan. 4, Valley Vista 
not i f ied pol ice 
Simpson had left 
the facility because 
leaving the facility 
is a violation of 
Simpson’s condi-

tions of release.

By KEITH WHITCOMB JR. 

STAFF WRITER

President Donald Trump’s 
immigration speech Tuesday, 
broadcast nationwide, didn’t 
do much to sway Vermont’s 
Congressional delegation.

In the speech, Trump 
made his case for funding a 
wall along the southern bor-
der. He made his remarks 
on the 18th day of 
a partial govern-
ment shutdown 
which began when 
Tr u m p  o p t e d 
not to sign a spending bill 
approved by Congress that 
didn’t include money for a 
border wall.

“Tonight, I am speaking 
to you because there is a 
growing humanitarian and 
security crisis at our south-
ern border,” said Trump, 
according to the text of his 
speech posted by Politico. 
“Every day customs and bor-
der patrol agents encounter 
thousands of illegal immi-
grants trying to enter our 
country. We are out of space 
to hold them and we have no 
way to promptly return them 
back home to their country.”

Sen. Patrick Leahy said 
Tuesday the speech was 
“fact-free” and filled with 
misinformation.

“President Trump has 
spent years as the host 
of a reality TV show, but 

unfortunately, reality has 
never been his strong suit,” 
said Leahy. “Even before 
the Trump Shutdown, the 
President resorted to mis-
information and stoking 
fear among the American 
people in order to justify a 
wasteful monument to him-
self. His prime time address 
was simply fact-free fear-

mongering and 
data-distorting 
demagoguery.”

S e n .  B e r n i e 
Sanders, an inde-

pendent from Vermont who 
is considering another run 
for the White House in 2020, 
streamed his remarks online 
via his website.

“President Trump has 
stated tonight, and, over 
and over again in recent 
weeks, that this country 
faces a national emergency. 
Well, he’s right. But it’s an 
emergency and a crisis that 
he himself has created,” 
said Sanders. “As we speak, 
some 800 ,000  federa l 
employees, people who are 
our neighbors, friends, and 
family members, are going 
without pay. As working 
people, many of them are 
wondering how they will pay 
their mortgages, how they 
will feed their kids, and how 
they’ll be able to go to the 
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Everett Fryman, of Morrisville, center, speaks Wednesday in opposition to a carbon tax 
during a rally outside the State House in Montpelier. One of Fryman’s concerns is that 
increasing reliance on batteries in cars endangers miners of metals, such as cadmium, 
used in the batteries.
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Incumbent House member Tommy Walz, D-Barre, left, and incoming member and former Barre mayor Peter Anthony, D-Barre, center, take the 
oath of office Wednesday as the new legislative session began in Montpelier.
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