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Racism coverage studied

Police say local man sold fentanyl

Thought gone, lost fern 
rediscovered in Vermont

Report weighs 
various types of 
alternative fuels

By SARAH ASCH

CORRESPONDENT

After recent mass shootings in 
California, Texas and Ohio, media 
outlets have been tasked with cover-
ing the attacks responsibly. Often, 
this means minimizing mentions 
of the shooter, according to Kelly 
McBride, chairwoman of the Craig 
Newmark Center for Ethics and 
Leadership at the Poynter Institute.

McBride said giving undue press 
attention to perpetrators of gun 
violence can contribute to a mass 
shooting culture.

Similarly, McBride warned that 
the way the media covers white 
supremacy can have an impact on 
the spread of racist views. Accord-
ing to McBride, journalists must 
be wary about giving extremists a 
platform.

“It’s been pretty well docu-
mented that white supremacists 
share strategies with each other and 
one of those strategies is to get the 
media’s attention by saying really 
outlandish things because it works 
as a recruitment strategy for them,” 
she said.

Jerry Swope, chairman of the 
Media Studies, Journalism and 
Digital Arts Department at Saint 

Michael’s College, said the media 
must cover the rise of white 
supremacy without focusing on 
individuals.

“The media has a responsibility 
to cover newsworthy events, but at 
the same time the media also has to 
be aware of not being manipulated 
by people,” Swope said. “Journalists 

By ERIC BLAISDELL

STAFF WRITER

BARRE — A Montpelier man is 
accused of trafficking the powerful 
opiate fentanyl.

Eldin Kamberovic, 30, pleaded 
not guilty Tuesday in Washington 
County criminal court in Barre to 
felony counts of trafficking and sell-
ing fentanyl, and a misdemeanor 
count of violating conditions of 
release. If convicted, Kamberovic 

faces a maximum sentence of 50½ 
years in prison. He was ordered 
held at Northeast Correctional 
Complex in St. Johnsbury on 
10,000 bail.

According to its affidavit, the 
Vermont Drug Task Force started 
an investigation in April into the 
distribution of fentanyl in Wash-
ington County. The task force said 
the target of the investigation was 
Kamberovic.

The task force used a cooperat-
ing individual who reported Kam-
berovic was actively selling fentanyl 
and the individual had bought the 
drug from Kamberovic in the past, 
according to court records.

The task force said it set up a 
controlled buy in April using the 
individual. The individual told the 
task force he or she would text 
Kamberovic to set up the buy and 
the individual called Kamberovic 

in the presence of the task force to 
confirm the deal.

The task force said it gave the 
individual money to purchase the 
drug. The individual was then seen 
by the task force walking up to Kam-
berovic and making the exchange 
of money for drugs, according to 
court records.

The task force said it weighed the 
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MONTPELIER — A type 
of fern that was thought 
to have disappeared from 
Vermont in the last cen-
tury has been rediscovered 
along a power line in the 
northeast corner of the 
state.

The climbing fern was 
last confirmed in Vermont 
in 1997.

The fern, “Lygodium 

palmatum,” was one of 
several plant species that 
was rediscovered this year.

“We have been f ind-
ing larger numbers of 
long-missing plant species 
in the last few years,” said 
Bob Popp, a botanist with 
the Vermont Department 
of Fish & Wildlife. “This 
is largely due to the work 
o f  an  increased  num-
ber  of  volunteers  and 

professional botanists who 
are allowing us to search 
more areas of Vermont 
than in the past.”

The presence of  the 
climbing fern was con-
firmed by botanist  Art 
G i l m a n  a l o n g  a  V E L -
CO-owned power  l ine 
in the Northeast King-
dom. The state did not 

By STEPHEN MILLS

STAFF WRITER

MONTPELIER — A com-
prehensive report outlines 
efforts by the city of Mont-
pelier to go green with its 
public works department 
fleet of vehicles.

T h e  r e p o r t  t o  C i t y 
Council is in response to 
a request by Mayor Anne 
Watson to review alternative 
energy sources for city vehi-
cles to help meet the goal of 
being net-zero in fossil-fuel 
use by 2030.

The report notes that 
there are challenges to 
moving quickly because of 
the importance vehicles 
operated by the Depart-
ment of Public Works to 
maintain city operations in 
all seasons.

Two immediate steps 
proposed include a pilot 
project as soon as possible 
to convert one of the city’s 
Ford 550 dump trucks to 
biodiesel fuel. The DPW 
also proposes to monitor 
and prepare for the avail-
ability of a renewable diesel 
or fuel that is expected to 
be available in Vermont in 
the near future.

Ongoing efforts to help 

reduce the city’s carbon 
footprint have already 
included sealing old win-
dows in City Hall, restoring 
controls and insulating pip-
ing for the ice-melting sys-
tem for the exterior apron 
of the city fire station, 
adding interior storm win-
dows at the Public Works 
Garage and improving the 
heating and cooling system 
at the Montpelier Police 
Department. The MPD will 
also soon purchase a hybrid 
vehicle suitable for law 
enforcement, which only 
recently became available, 
the report said.

The report was prepared 
by Public Works Director 
Tom McArdle, DPW Equip-
ment Supervisor Eric Ladd 
and Assistant City Manager 
Sue Allen.

According to a March 
report by the Montpelier 
Energy Advisory Commit-
tee, the city uses about 
28,000 gallons of diesel and 
15,000 gallons of gasoline 
a year.

In both reports,  it  is 
noted that the demands of 
heavy diesel vehicles and 
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Despite Tuesday evening’s thunderstorms, Vermonters concerned with the use of nuclear weapons gathered at Kellogg-Hubbard Library in 
Montpelier to honor the victims of the Hiroshima and Nagasaki bombings 74 years ago.
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Construction continues behind the former Homer Fitts building on Main Street in Barre 
on Tuesday, where fine meat producer Vermont Salumi will soon have a production 
and retail space.
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Pulitzer Prize winner Donald 

Margulies explores the complicat-

ed relationship between a famous 

teacher and her student as they 

battle over what, if anything, is 

off-limits in art. $15-$20, 7:30-

9 p.m. Montpelier Unitarian Church , 

130 Main St., Montpelier, jogreenver-

mont@gmail.com, 802-734-1013.
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