
Vt. officials oppose changes

Weather vane appraisal sought

Local man on the hunt for Bigfoot

Plan floated  
to re-bid pool
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SOUTH BURLINGTON — State 
Attorney General T.J. Donovan 
and anti-poverty advocates sought 
Wednesday to mobilize opposition 
to the Trump administration’s 
proposed changes to the federal 
food stamp program that they say 
will take away benefits from more 
than 5,000 Vermont households, 

including 4,000 children.
The proposed changes would 

cost Vermont families about $7.5 
million in food benefits, Donovan 
and advocates said at a news con-
ference. The changes to Vermont’s 
program — known as 3SquaresVT 
— would also affect children’s 
access to free and reduced meals 
at schools, Donovan said.

“This is so basic that we should 

all be outraged, that we’re taking 
away food from children and the 
elderly and it’s in the name of our 
federal government,” he said. “Let’s 
do something about it.”

Donovan and others asked Ver-
monters to send comments against 
the proposal to the federal gov-
ernment by Sept. 23 through the 
Hunger Free Vermont’s website.

Nationally, about 3.1 million 

people would lose food stamp ben-
efits under the proposal to tighten 
automatic eligibility requirements. 
The U.S. Agriculture Department 
said in July that the rule would close 
a loophole that enables people to 
become eligible automatically.

But Vermont state Sen. Debbie 
Ingram, a Democrat, disputed that 
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BARRE — City councilors say 
sometimes you have to spend 
money to save money. They are 
going to find out the worth of the 
hammered copper weather vane 
that was forged for $75 in 1903 
and is currently insured for $1.2 
million.

Three weeks after tabling a 
request that they invest in an 
appraisal of the antique weather 

vane, councilors agreed it is time to 
determine what the priceless relic 
is really worth.

Councilors were told the answer 
likely will be less than the $1.2 mil-
lion the city has insured it for since 
2007, but the cost of the appraisal 
– roughly $1,200 – could allow the 
city to shed what has become a 
$2,300-a-year insurance expense.

That prospect was part of the 
council’s calculation, as it weighed 
whether to invest in an updated 

appraisal they were told would 
be needed in order for the Ver-
mont Historical Society to add the 
city-owned weather vane to the 
“fine arts policy” that covers its 
collection.

VHS Executive Director Stephen 
Perkins officially extended that 
offer to councilors Tuesday night, 
suggesting the last appraisal was 
obsolete and a new one would be 
needed, barring a decision to gift 
the weather vane to the historical 

society.
Though a 12-year-old appraisal 

suggested the weather vane, which 
depicts “flying” horse-drawn hook-
and-ladder truck, would fetch 
between $700,000 and $1.2 million 
at auction, Perkins warned times 
have changed.

“My opinion (and) I’m not an 
appraiser, is it’s over-valued at this 
point (given) where American 
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EAST MONTPELIER — 
Is Bigfoot living in central 
Vermont?

If you listen to East Mont-
pelier resident Christopher 
Noel, there is plenty of 
evidence to justify such a 
claim – something that has 
captured the attention of 
locals on social media in 
recent days.

Recent posts by Noel 
present videos of locations 
in the woods near his home 
where footprints and stick 
shelters constructed have 

been found, as well as audio 
recordings he made that 
include strange calls that 
are not those of “normal” 
woodland animals.

Noel is convinced they 
are all made by Bigfoot.

Bigfoot  i s  so -named 
for the large footprints 
the creatures create. Sas-
quatch, the other term 
applied, means “wild man” 
in Salish, the language of 
an ethno-linguistic group of 
the Pacific Northwest where 
there have been numerous 
reported sightings and 
alleged evidence found. In 

North American folklore, 
the creatures are said to be 
hairy, upright-walking, ape-
like creatures that dwell in 
the wilderness and leave 
footprints. Depictions often 
portray them as a missing 
link between humans and 
human ancestors or other 
great apes.

But many critics say the 
creature, which has been 
“sighted” in nearly every 
U.S. state, is mythical or the 
subject of hoaxes.

Noel is convinced the 
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BARRE — There is no 
salvaging the swimming sea-
son next summer, but after 
talking to two contractors 
City Manager Steve Mack-
enzie said he is hopeful that 
plans to make a seven-figure 
investment in the city’s 
70-year-old swimming pool 
can be revived.

Those plans were dealt a 
significant blow when the 
lone bid that was recently 
received came was more 
than double the engineer’s 
estimate. The sobering 
development  dera i led 
plans to have construction 
start this year in order to 
finish by a June 26, 2020, 
deadline.

After speaking with rep-
resentatives of the only bid-
der – Weston & Sampson 
– Mackenzie said the tight 
time-frame that required 
winter construction and 
the shortage of suitable 
sub-contractors were at 
least partly responsible for 
the unexpectedly high $2.4 
million bid.

Mackenzie said those con-
siderations also prompted 
a local firm – E.F. Wall & 
Associates – not to bid on 
the project after expressing 

interest initially.
According to Mackenzie, 

“debriefing sessions” fueled 
hope that soliciting a sec-
ond round of proposals that 
would give contractors next 
year’s construction season 
to complete the project 
would yield more bids and 
likely a better price.

How much bet ter  i s 
unclear though Mackenzie, 
who planned to meet with 
the city’s pool consultant 
to discuss the project today, 
expects it is some where 
between the $1.2 million 
estimate and the $2.4 mil-
lion bid.

Even if it is closer to 
the former than the latter 
something will have to give 
because the city only has 
about $1 million to spend.

“It’s  unlikely we can 
afford the project as con-
ceived,” said Mackenzie, 
who is advocating an “a la 
carte” approach to solicit-
ing a second round of bids.

Mackenzie explained that 
would entail carving the 
project up into parts that 
could be bid separately.

“When we get good bids, 
we can pick and choose as to 
what we can afford,” he said.
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Ed Blackwell replaces siding Wednesday on his historic barn in East Montpelier. Blackwell says the sun takes a toll on the southern side of the barn.
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Bigfoot investigator Chris Noel holds a plaster cast of a footprint he believes was made 
by a Sasquatch recently as he stands in a “structure” Wednesday that he says was likely 
made by a Sasquatch in Montpelier.
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Meditation Concert. The doors will 

open at noon, and audience members 

will find a seat and begin a period 

of silent meditation. Free, 12-1 p.m. 

Vermont State House, Cedar Creek 

Room, 115 State Street, Montpelier, 

info@capitalcityconcerts.org, 802-

793-9291.

“Two positive 

developments have 

emerged in recent 

days. One is that 

John Bolton is out as 

the administration’s 

national security 

adviser. ... The other 

is that the EPA has 

set itself upon a 

course to reduce, and 

eventually eliminate, 

the practice of 

subjecting animals 

— specifically, 

mammals — to 

laboratory testing 

to assess the likely 

impact of chemicals 

and other substances 

upon human beings.”

Editorial, A4

In the news
The Vermont National Guard 

prepares for a deployment.  A2

See Food, page  A7

See Appraisal, page  A7

See Bigfoot, page  A7See Pool, page  A7

FOOD STAMPS


