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Man accused in grisly death

Barre budget challenge posed

Trial regarding 
deadly 2018 trailer 
crash in limbo

By MIKE DONOGHUE

CORRESPONDENT

BURLINGTON — A former 
Essex Junction couple had returned 
to the Green Mountain State to 
celebrate their first wedding anni-
versary over the weekend when 
the husband shot his wife multiple 
times and later dismembered her 

body, according to Vermont State 
Police.

Joseph Fer lazzo,  41 ,  most 
recently of Northfield, New Hamp-
shire, pleaded not guilty Wednes-
day in Vermont Superior Court in 
Burlington to a charge of first-de-
gree murder in the shooting death 
of Emily Ferlazzo, 22, in Bolton 

early Saturday morning.
Police and court personnel in 

Vermont said Wednesday they were 
hard-pressed to recall such a dis-
turbing killing with the dismember-
ing of the victim into eight pieces.

Ferlazzo, who had a recent 
address on Park Street in Essex 
Junction, has been licensed in 

Vermont for about 10 years as a tat-
too operator and body piercer. His 
wife, Emily Schwarz Ferlazzo was 
licensed by the state as a nursing 
assistant, records show.

Joseph Ferlazzo has no known 
criminal record. Police said the 

By DAVID DELCORE

STAFF WRITER

BARRE — It isn’t a problem that 
is easily solved, and it is one that 
has perplexed Barre’s retiring city 
manager for most of his 11-year 
tenure, and it is largely to blame for 
the sticker shock Steve Mackenzie 
predicts will be sparked by the first 
draft of his final budget proposal.

The problem?
Growth in Barre’s Grand List 

hasn’t kept pace with city spending, 
placing pressure on a municipal 
tax rate that is already among the 

highest in the state.
Mackenzie told city councilors 

Tuesday night there is no sign 
that troubling trend will end any 
time soon. He warned that would 
become clear when he delivers the 
draft of a budget they have digested 
in department-sized pieces during 
the past several weeks next month.

“That budget proposal is going 
to have a … tax rate increase that I 
think will be, if I’m lucky, in the 5% 
range,” Mackenzie said, noting the 
council’s comfort level has histori-
cally been closer to 2%.

“I just don’t think that’s realistic,” 
he said.

Mackenzie, who told councilors 
Tuesday night a 3% increase “might 
be doable” said Wednesday it would 
be daunting given the numbers 
he’s currently crunching.

“I’ll be happy if we get to 3(%),” 
he said. “We’re nowhere near that 
right now.”

For the moment, Mackenzie is 
still trying to get the projected 
increase down to 5%, which 
would translate into nearly a 
10-cent spike in the municipal 

portion of the tax rate.
That rate, which now sits at 

$1.9769-per-$100 assessed property 
value, pays for the day-to-day opera-
tion of the city and doesn’t include 
Barre’s share of the Barre Unified 
Union School District.

Even if Mackenzie were able to 
hit the 2% target he believes is out 
of reach, the projected tax rate 
would surpass the $2-mark. A 2% 
increase would add about 4 cents 
to the rate and $40 in taxes for 

By ERIC BLAISDELL

STAFF WRITER

BARRE — A psychiatrist 
has determined a Worcester 
man is not competent to 
stand trial in a case where 
the man is accused of kill-
ing local mechanic Michael 
Stone in a Nov. 2018 crash.

Jonathan Townsend, 46, 
faces a felony count of gross 
negligent vehicle operation 
with death resulting. If con-
victed, Townsend could face 
a maximum sentence of 15 
years in prison. He pleaded 
not guilty to the charge in 

May 2019 in Washington 
County criminal court in 
Barre. He has been released 
on conditions.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  c o u r t 
records, Townsend was 
driving a 2013 Ford F-350 
on East Barre Road which 
was pulling a homemade, 
unregistered trailer that had 
a small tractor on it. Stone 
was driving a 2008 Chevrolet 
Suburban.

Police said Townsend 
reported he picked up the 
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Colin Cascadden, left, director of mountain operations at Sugarbush Resort, leads a crew installing chairs this week as the ski area in Warren 
prepares for the upcoming winter season.
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Norwich University student Gage Hale, of St. Johnsbury, skateboards in the half-pipe 
Wednesday at the Travis Mercy Memorial Skateboard Park in Barre Town.
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Petito’s case 

garnered widespread 

media attention — 

as well as criticism 

of news outlets for 

not covering similar 

cases involving 

people of color. 
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Forward progress
The U-32 field hockey team 

improves to 11-1-1 by shut-

ting out St. Johnsbury, 1-0.   
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