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Nov. 30
A STITCH IN T IME

A Christmas reading by Harwick 

author Daphne Kalmar. 3:45 p.m. 

Stowe Free Library, 90 Pond St., 

Stowe, 253-6145.

College Hockey
Norwich hosts Primelink 

tournament this weekend 

with top D3 competition.
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By STEPHEN MILLS

STAFF WRITER

MONTPELIER — The next stage 
in the redevelopment of a former 
Mowatt property in the Capital City 
will be discussed at a City Council 
meeting Wednesday.

The Mowatt Trust owned the 

former Montpelier Beverage & 
Redemption Center on Main 
Street. The building, together with 
the nearby former Vermont Asso-
ciation for the Blind building were 
both demolished to allow for the 
construction of a recreation path 
linking Taylor and Main streets.

A third parcel of land adjoining 
the beverage center is also in play 
as the city decides how to redevelop 
the site with a proposal to build an 
office or apartment building. The 
Mowatt Trust originally proposed 
to build on the site but said it was 
unable to raise the necessary funds.

The three sites have been rede-
fined as two lots, according to a 
memo to the City Council.

“The current planning for these 
parcels is to build the alternate 
transportation path from the new 

Building project on agenda 
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Runners step off in frigid conditions Thursday morning for the 15th annual Gobble Wobble Turkey Trot 5K race in Barre Town sponsored by the 
Mission and Outreach Ministry of the Barre Congregational Church.

Community ritual in capital
By STEPHEN MILLS

STAFF WRITER

M O N T P E L I E R  —  A 
hearty meal and community 
warmth were the perfect 
antidote to frigid weather 
on Thanksgiving in the 
Capital City on Thursday.

More than 300 people 
were expected to attend 
the 46th annual Washing-
ton County Youth Service 
Bureau’s Thanksgiving feat 
at the Bethany Church. 
More than 350 meals were 
also home-delivered by vol-
unteers organized by the 
Unitarian Church across 
the street.

The annual ritual first 
began at Christ Church 
before moving to Bethany 
Church to accommodate 

larger crowds. The event 
is supported by an army of 
volunteers working in shifts 
through the day, with all of 
the food donated, includ-
ing dozens of home-baked 

apple and pumpkin pies 
that were brought to the 
church on the day. There 
was no charge for the 
meal but donations were 
welcomed to support the 

activities of the WCYSB’s 
Boys & Girls Club.

Volunteers arrived at 
6:30 a.m. to start cooking 
60 turkeys, 300 pounds of 
squash and 200 pounds of 

potatoes, as well as all the 
side trimmings. There were 
also hors d’oeuvres, hot 
cider, coffee, juices and 
cookies.

Kreig Pinkham, executive 
director of WCYSB, said he 
was happy to welcome the 
community and grateful 
to volunteers who staffed 
the event and made home 
deliveries of meals to local 
residents who were alone, 
unable to venture out or 
cook for themselves.

“ I  t h i n k  w e ’ r e  f u l l , 
and we had hundreds of 
meals delivered before 10 
o’clock,” Pinkham said. 
“As you can see, there’s not 
many empty seats here.

SNOWY STRIDERS

Letters home

By PAUL HELLER

FOR THE TIMES ARGUS

In spring 1861,  with 
reports of Confederate 
batteries firing upon Fort 
Sumter in South Carolina, 
young men joined militias 
in preparation for a war 
that seemed as imminent 
as it was inevitable.

The “Capital Guards” was 
organized in Montpelier. It 
was a unit of non-profes-
sional soldiers that recalled 
the days of the Revolution 
and the War of 1812, when 
an army of civilians fought 
the British. Since those days 
of the citizen soldiers, uni-
versal service in the nation’s 
defense had yielded to a 
professional army. G.G. 
Benedict’s “Vermont in the 
Civil War” lamented, “The 
time had passed away when 
every Vermonter was as 
handy with the rifle as with 
the ax. The State had ceased 
to make appropriations for 

the support of the militia. 
The “June trainings” had 
become a joke, and most 
of the people believed that 
all need of military arts and 
munitions was soon to be 
ended by the approaching 
end of wars and fighting 
among civilized nations.”

Benedict noted that 15 
years before the outbreak of 
hostilities at Fort Sumter, all 

Vermont laws requiring ser-
vice in the militia had been 
repealed. With the intima-
tions of armed revolt in 
the South, an attempt was 
made to revive “uniformed 
companies,” with limited 
success. Interestingly, in 
the South, the militia move-
ment had remained strong 

Anya Lafore-Maldonado, 8, 
visiting friends in Vermont 
from San Francisco, delivers 
pies Thursday with other 
volunteers before the start of 
the 46th annual Free Commu-
nity Thanksgiving Dinner at 
Bethany Church in Montpelier 
organized by the Washington 
County Youth Service Bureau.
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Capital Guards recount Civil War
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Members of the Capital Guards take a break to pose for a photo.
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Calais artist Chris Miller works on a sheaf of wheat 
this week as he nears completion of the new Agri-
culture statue for the State House. The statue will be 
placed on the Capitol dome Nov. 30, with an opportu-
nity for photos with the statue on the ground starting 
at 10 a.m.

FINE TUNING 
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