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J.D. Salinger’s books
are finally going digital

By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

N
EW YORK — The audio edition 
of Ann Patchett’s new novel has 
a voice that listeners should find 

familiar: Tom Hanks.
HarperAudio announced Monday 

that the Oscar-winning actor is narrating 
Patchett’s “The Dutch House,” which 
comes out September 24. The book is 
a multigenerational story centered on 
siblings Danny and Maeve, and told from 
Danny’s point of view. Patchett told The 
Associated Press in a recent email that 
she and Hanks have become friendly over 
the past few years. She interviewed him in 
Washington, D.C., when he was promot-
ing his book of stories, “Uncommon 
Type.” He and his wife, Rita Wilson, have 
also met with Patchett in Nashville, where 
she runs Parnassus Books.

Hanks has narrated audiobooks before, 
including “Uncommon Type” and Stephen 
Colbert’s “I Am a Pole (And So Can You!)”

Tom Hanks reads audio
for Ann Patchett’s new novel

“The Hidden Things” (Gallery Books), 
by Jamie Mason

By OLINE H. COGDILL

ASSOCIATED PRESS

S
ecrets have a way of getting out, 
and with viral videos and social 
media, few things stay hidden 

for long as Jamie Mason illustrates in 
her sly, satisfying third novel. “The 
Hidden Things” starts as a plucky 
teenager surviving a possible home 
invasion, then quickly moves into 
a compelling tale about con artists, 
regrets and fresh starts.

Mason’s innovative plotting with 
touches of devious humor fuels the 
story, but “The Hidden Things” is 
driven by its perceptive character 

studies of criminals, the criminally 
inclined, and two innocents whose 
worlds are about to implode.

Coming home from a typical day 
at school, 14-year-old Carly Liddell is 
attacked just outside her home. Carly 
fends off the teenage thug and some-
how gets the front door open to set off 
the alarm. The attack continues until 
Carly is able to knock out her attacker 
with her “cool boots” and then runs to 
the nearest neighbor.

Carly’s stepfather, John Cooper, 
installed security cameras around 
their suburban home, but neither 
she nor her mother, Donna, know 
that he has also installed a camera 
inside the home. The police upload 
the video on their website and 

soon catch the assailant. The video 
quickly goes viral with thousands 
of viewers riveted by, and rooting 
for, the plucky Carly. But some 
people are more interested in 
what is partly visible in the video 
— a corner of 17th-century Dutch 
master Govaert Flinck’s painting 
“Landscape with Obelisk,” taken 
in a decades-old heist at Boston’s 
Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum. 
Donna and Carly know nothing 
about John’s criminal history.

The plot unfurls showing how John 
— whose real name is Jonathan Spera 
— obtained the painting, how two 
people were killed, one left for dead 
and two escaped when he tried to sell 
it, and how the survivors are affected.

Art expert Marcelline Gossard’s 
life was the most drastically changed. 
Still bearing the scars from when she 
almost died, she went off the grid, 
calling herself Emma and taking jobs 
that were the “stuff that fresh starts 
and soul starvations were made of.” 
For Marcelline, fixer Owen Haig and 
the homeless Roy Dorring, the paint-
ing becomes akin to the Holy Grail. If 
they can just get hold of it, their lives 
will be back on track. John wants to 
know how to escape, while Carly gets a 
master class in devious adult behavior 
and becomes a determined sleuth as 
she spies on her stepfather.

Violence simmers throughout “The 
Hidden Things,” ready to explode at 
any moment.
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Violence simmers throughout
‘The Hidden Things’

By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

N
EW YORK — You’ll finally 
be able to catch the late 
J.D. Salinger’s books in 

digital format.
Longtime Salinger publisher 

Little, Brown and Company said all 
four of his works, including “The 
Catcher in the Rye,” will be made 
available as e-books Tuesday, mark-
ing the first time that the entirety of 
his published work will be available 
in digital format.

His son, Matt Salinger, said the 
digital holdout ended because many 
readers use e-books exclusively and 
some people with disabilities can 
only use them.

“There were few things my father 
loved more than the full tactile 
experience of reading a printed 
book, but he may have loved his 
readers more — and not just the 
‘ideal private reader’ he wrote 
about, but all his readers,” said 

Salinger, who helps oversee his 
father’s literary estate.

In addition to “The Catcher in 
the Rye,” the e-books include “Nine 
Stories,” “Franny and Zooey,” and 
“Raise High the Roof Beam, Carpen-
ters and Seymour: An Introduction.”

The electronic publication contin-
ues a yearlong centennial celebra-
tion of the author’s birth and his 
contributions to literature.

Salinger, who died in 2010, lived 
a reclusive life in Cornish, New 
Hampshire, and rarely spoke to 
the media. He not only stopped 
releasing new work, but rejected any 
reissues or e-book editions.

But things are changing. In addi-
tion to the e-books, there have been 
new covers and a boxed edition.

Matt Salinger also has said 
unpublished work by his late father 
will be coming out. But he said any 
publication of new works may be 
years away.
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In this Jan. 22, 2019 file photo, a previously unseen photo of author J.D. Sa-
linger is displayed at the University of New Hampshire in Durham, N.H. ‘The 
Catcher in the Rye’ is going digital. Longtime Salinger publisher Little, Brown 
and Company says it’s the first time that the entirety of late author Salinger’s 
published work, including “The Catcher in the Rye,” is available as e-books. 
The electronic publication began August 13.
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This photo provided by 
HarperCollins shows Tom 
Hanks at The Village Stu-
dios in Los Angeles, Calif. 
The Oscar-winning actor 
is narrating Ann Patch-
ett’s “The Dutch House,” 
which comes out Sept. 24, 
2019. The book is a mul-
tigenerational story cen-
tered on siblings Danny 
and Maeve, and told from 
Danny’s point of view. 


