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Unanimous
Vermont was wrong. And 

now we begin the long walk 

toward doing the right thing 

moving forward.  A4

Sunny financial forecast

Cabot voters nix school budget

Cost, labor 
challenge 
growth

By DAVID DELCORE

STAFF WRITER

BARRE — The Barre Unified 
Union School District doesn’t yet 
have a voter-approved budget for 
the coming fiscal year, but it should 
end the current one with a comfort-
able cushion.

Three weeks after being told 
the pre-K-12 district was on track 
to post a $640,000 surplus, mem-
bers of the School Board finance 
committee learned Tuesday that 
estimate has now swelled to roughly 
$870,000.

“ I t ’s  e ven  be t te r  than  we 

expected,” said School Director 
Sarah Pregent, chairwoman of the 
committee.

With less than three months to 
go in a fiscal year that will end June 
30, Business Manager Lisa Per-
reault said she is “very confident” 
in her revised estimate.

“We’re really getting to the point 
where I’m able to make a better 
projection,” Perreault said.

The latest estimate reflects a full 
three-quarters of expenditures and 
revenues. Both are trending in the 

By ERIC BLAISDELL

STAFF WRITER

CABOT — Residents voted down 
the school budget Tuesday by a vote 
of 211-198.

The proposed budget  was 
$3,325,439, which was $57,598 
less than the current budget. But 
despite the lower number, the 
proposed budget came with a 

9.2-cent tax rate increase.
Mark Tucker is the superinten-

dent of Caledonia Central Supervi-
sory Union, which oversees Cabot. 
Tucker said in an email Wednesday 
the budget was more than the 
Excess Spending Threshold. That’s 
a penalty from the state where a 
town pays $2 for every $1 raised by 
taxes if education spending goes 

over that threshold.
Tucker said School Board mem-

bers worked hard this year to stay 
under the threshold, but deficits in 
special education and food service, 
as well as a change in the retire-
ment rate for federally funded 
positions, “made it impossible.”

“Collectively, all three appear 
as deficits that cannot be carried 

forward, and they are being ‘paid 
off’ using a deficit reduction note 
that will cost the school about 
$28,000/year for the next 5 years. 
That collective deficit, a reduction 
in the (common level of appraisal), 
and the loss of about (three) equal-
ized pupils tallied up to a 12-cent 

By KEITH WHITCOMB JR. 

STAFF WRITER

The cost of materials and availability of 
labor could pose challenges to Vermont’s 
plans to expand its broadband infrastruc-
ture, but leaders say the state is ready.

Gov. Phil Scott was among several state 
and Congressional leaders speaking at a 
remote broadband round-table discussion 
hosted Wednesday by Sen. Patrick Leahy, 
D-Vt. They talked about the $113 million 
in funds Vermont will receive for broad-
band improvement through the American 
Rescue Plan, a federal funding package 
aimed at helping the country recover from 
the coronavirus pandemic.

Scott, who outside his government 
career has a background in the construc-
tion industry, said he’s noticed the price 
of building materials has been rising 
dramatically, “and I’m wondering about 
fiber right now, and some of the conduits 
that’s needed, and some of the opera-
tions. Is that becoming a problem as far 
as availability?”

He asked this of Kurt Gruendling, vice 

COURTESY OF JENNIFER LAPAN

Members of the Industrial Products team at Rock of Ages in Barre Town gathered Wednesday morning 
to honor Randy Copping by raising a Kansas City Royals flag in his honor. Copping worked for nearly 
38 years at the manufacturing plant before passing away three years ago from pancreatic cancer. The 
Royals were Copping’s favorite team and the flag flew outside the plant in his honor.
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Landen Ripley-Young, 8, of Plainfield, rides his bike over a ramp at the town’s skateboard park on Wednesday.

A ROYAL TRIBUTE

RAMPING UP

BARRE UNIFIED UNION SCHOOL DISTRICT

See Cost, page  A5

See Cabot, page  A5

See School, page  A5

New Sheriff In Town
Thunder Road hires Scott Tap-

ley as the track’s Race Director 

for the 2021 season.  B1


