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The Forecast

Local Data Notebook Night Sky    

Almanac

Friday
Chance of rain

52/33

Saturday
Rain, snow mix

41/18

Sunday
Cloudy

28/9

Monday
Cloudy

27/8

Forecast provided by Lawrence Hayes, Mark Breen & Steve Maleski

of Fairbanks Museum & Planetarium www.fairbanks.org

A
lthough starting to drift off the coast, high pressure today should 
remain close enough to permit the sun to bleed through the clouds 
at times. This plus a developing southerly breeze will take the 

warming trend up a notch today, with temperatures generally topping 
out somewhere between 5 and 10 degrees above average. It will become 
even more mild tomorrow, as southerly winds increase around low 
pressure over the northern Great Lakes. Rain showers will start trying 
to work in tonight, becoming more prevalent tomorrow. Heavy rainfall is 
not anticipated, but rainfall combined with the mild air will cause area 
rivers to rise, putting them at risk of ice-jam flooding. Rainfall should 
reach its peak just ahead of a cold front late Friday. A secondary cold 
front on Saturday will put an end to the mild weather. A large trough 
in the jet stream will build in over the weekend, and temperatures 
will get colder day by day, at least through the day on Monday.

March 14
It’s Pi day (3.14). Look low in the 
south for some “pie in the sky” — a 
triangle of stars to the lower left of 
the brilliant star Sirius, the Dog Star, 
part of the head of Canis Major, the 
Great Dog. They are often imagined 
as the hind legs of the dog, standing 
and jumping up toward Orion.

On this date in 1984 one of the heaviest 
snowfalls on record was coming to an end. 
Peru set a state record for the greatest 
snowfall in 24 hours with 38 inches. St. 
Johnsbury’s total of 23.5 inches was the 
second deepest snowfall of the century. Most 
of Vermont received 16 to 30 inches, with 
the exception of the Champlain Valley, where 
only 8 inches fell in Burlington.

Record Temperatures 

Record High: 64/2007

Record Low: -8/2014

Yesterday High / Low: 37/14

Average High / Low: 38/18

Year Ago High / Low:  38/19

Sunrise
7:05 a.m.

Day’s Length: 11 hours, 50 mins.

Moonrise: 11:41 a.m. Moonset: 2:10 a.m.

 New First Qtr. Full Last Qtr.

   April 5     Today       March 20 March 28

Today: Partly sunny. 45

Tonight: Cloudy. 35

Yesterday: 42

Total since July 1, 2018: 6705

Last Year: 6038

Sunset
6:55 p.m.

Forecast Discussion

JEB WALLACE-BRODEUR / STAFF PHOTO

Montpelier municipal workers remove ice Wednesday from Summer Street in the Meadow neighborhood. A thick layer 
of ice has developed on the edge of many streets in the city and crews are worried it may impede the draining of melt 
water once temperatures rise.

SCRAPING THE BOTTOM

By ERIC BLAISDELL

STAFF WRITER

MONTPELIER — The 
Senate Judiciary Committee 
took testimony for the first 
time Wednesday on a bill 
that would mandate the 
release of data on extreme 
risk protection orders.

The bill would also allow 
health care professionals to 
contact law enforcement 
if they reasonably believed 
someone poses an extreme 
risk to themselves or to 
others.

Enacted last legislative ses-
sion, extreme risk protection 
orders allow a prosecutor 
to seek an order barring 
someone from possessing a 
firearm or an explosive for up 
to six months if a court finds 
that person poses an extreme 
risk of causing harm.

The first such order was 
used on Jack Sawyer, a for-
mer Fair Haven High School 
student whom police said 
had plotted a mass shooting 
at the school.

Now legis lators  seek 
data on those orders. A bill 
has been introduced that, 
if passed into law, would 
require the court admin-
istrator and the Agency of 
Human Services to report 
annual data on the use of 
the orders to judiciary com-
mittees in the House and 
Senate.

The data would include 
the number of petitions for 
orders filed, the geograph-
ical data showing in what 
county petitions were filed 
and a follow-up describ-
ing what happened to the 
person the order was filed 

against and if they received 
mental health treatment.

Chief Superior Judge 
Brian Grearson told the 
committee the judiciary 
already collects data on how 
many and where orders are 
filed so complying with that 
will be easy. Grearson said 
the follow-up information is 
a different story because he 
doesn’t have access to those 
narratives.

“Once the order is issued, 
as to whether or not the 
individual receives treat-
ment or not, we do not have 
access to that information,” 
he said.

Grearson said he could 
provide the committees with 
data showing how many 
extensions were requested.

Senate Judiciary Com-
mit tee  cha irman Sen. 

Dick Sears, D-Bennington, 
suggested changing the 
language in the bill so the 
committees receive data on 
orders that were dismissed 
or extended.

For the health provider 
piece of the bill, committee 
members spoke via phone 
with Dr. Christopher Bar-
sotti, an emergency room 
doctor out of Bennington. 
Barsotti said data shows such 
reporting can reduce suicide 
rates, adding Vermont has a 
high suicide rate.

“There are  mult iple 
reasons for this, but if we 
can decrease the incidents 
of suicide, it  wil l  have 
an impact on our health 
outcomes and our health 
expenditures,” he said.

eric.blaisdell 
@timesargus.com

Legislature seeks data 
on risk protection orders

In Brief
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Resort fraud papers to be released 
MONTPELIER — The state hopes to release “hun-

dreds of thousands” of pages of documents in the next 
few weeks relating to the alleged investment fraud at 
the Jay Peak ski resort, Vermont’s top financial regu-
lator said.

Department of Financial Regulation Commissioner 
Michael Pieciak said the need to remove bank account 
numbers and other sensitive personal information has 
contributed to the delay.

“We’re confident that we will have the first batch of 
records out in the near future,” Pieciak said.

The administration of Republican Gov. Phil Scott 
announced last week it had reached a settlement with 
the news organization VTDigger.org, which began 
reporting about Jay Peak well before the fraud alle-
gations became public, to release about 200 pages of 
the Jay Peak records.

Anne Galloway, founder and editor of VTDigger, 
said in a statement the state has used a variety of 
means over the years to deny records requests that 
could reveal the relationship between state officials 
and Jay Peak.

“It is disturbing that we had to hire a team of lawyers 
to sue for documents that should have been readily 
available in 2017 when we first asked for them,” Gal-
loway said.

In 2016, federal regulators alleged that Jay Peak offi-
cials misused $200 million in funds from foreign inves-
tors amassed through the EB-5 program that helps 
foreigners obtain permanent residency by investing 
in job-creating developments in the U.S.

Since the charges were first made announced, civil 
settlements have been reached with the former owner 
and his partner.

The Jay Peak ski area, just south of the Canadian 
border, is now for sale.

Vermont Country Store won’t rebuild

CLARENDON — The Vermont Country Store says it 
won’t rebuild a warehouse that was destroyed by a fire and 
will instead expand its existing facility.

The Rutland Herald reports store owner Eliot Orton 
said Tuesday they plan to add 12,000 square feet to the 
facility.

He says they have a design ready and permits in place 
so they can jumpstart the approval process to begin con-
struction in the spring.

The company’s Clarendon warehouse burned down in 
the October fire that firefighters say was likely sparked by 
a hanging propane heating unit.

No one was injured in the fire, but it destroyed about 
$2 million worth of overflow merchandise.

Vermont Country Store representative Ann Warrell 
says the expansion project should be ready to store items 
by fall.

 — The Associated Press


