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“As we enter the 

most challenging 

budget season in 

our recent history, 

I want to help you 

understand the 

progress we’ve made 

in building a school 

district of which we 

can all be extremely 

proud.”

Commentary, A4

In the news
Election security is the prior-

ity, according to our Secre-

tary of State.  A2

The Uncommon Market in 

Montpelier is up for sale.  A3

The Central Vermont 

Chamber of Commerce will 

be honoring Burnie Allen of 

Allen Lumber this March.  A3

Opinion
Additional letters appear 

today on  A7

Capital beats PFAs limit

Activist push Green New Deal 

Petition could derail ATV 
ordinance in Williamstown

Judge denies 
motion asking 
for guilty verdict 
to be tossed

By STEPHEN MILLS

STAFF WRITER

MONTPELIER — Levels of toxic 
PFAS from leachate in treated 
water leaving the Montpelier Waste 
Water Treatment Facility are well 
within national safety guidelines, 
according to a team monitoring the 
levels.

Kurt Motyka, assistant director of 
public works, told city councilors 

on Wednesday that PFAS in leach-
ate processed in Montpelier were 
measured at 69.5 parts per trillion, 
just under the health advisory limit 
of 70 ppt set by the Environmental 
Protection Agency. However, the 
state has set a much more cautious 
limit of 20 ppt, Motyka added.

Motyka and state environmental 
officials made a presentation to the 
council following media reports 

of concerns about higher levels 
of PFAS found in treated water at 
wastewater treatment facilities in 
Montpelier and Newport.

Newport, which had PFAS levels 
of 65 ppt has since stopped taking 
leachate as a result of the Coventry 
landfill’s new Act 250 permit to 
expand the facility.

PFAS, or per- and polyfluoroalkyl 
substances, are a class of so-called 

“forever chemicals” that do not 
break down in the environment. 
Heat resistant and water repellant, 
they were widely used since the 
1940s for non-stick cookware, in 
waterproofing garments, and as a 
fire-fighting foam.

PFAS have been found in food, 
commercial household products, 

By STEPHEN MILLS

STAFF WRITER

MONTPELIER — Activists urged 
lawmakers Thursday to support a 
Green New Deal for Vermont as 
a way to fund immediate steps to 
address climate change.

There is concern this week that 
some lawmakers said the bill, S.311, 
was submitted too late to make it 
past crossover of bills between the 
Senate and House. Lawmakers 
said there were other initiatives to 

address climate change and Repub-
lican Gov. Phil Scott is likely to veto 
any legislation that raises taxes or 
might hurt businesses.

The bill proposed last month by 
Sen. Anthony Pollina, P/D Wash-
ington, would raise $30 million 
a year from the state’s top 5% of 
earners over five years. Pollina said 
about 16,000 wealthy Vermonters 
earning between $200,000 and 
$500,000 saved about $237 million 
a year because of recent federal 

tax cuts, or an average of $33,000 a 
year each. Under Pollina’s bill, they 
would contribute about $3,000 a 
year, or 10 percent of their tax cuts, 
to Vermont’s Green New Deal.

Pollina said the funds could be 
used for home weatherization and 
renewable energy programs, as 
well as encourage the use of elec-
tric vehicles and improve public 
transportation.

At a packed news conference 
in the Cedar Creek Room on 

Thursday, half a dozen activists and 
supporters of S.311 represented the 
climate and youth lobbies, agricul-
ture, the labor movement and top 
lawmakers supporting S.311.

Climate activist Jaiel Pulskamp, 
co-director of 350 Vermont, said 
she applauded lawmakers for 
approving the Global Warming 
Solutions Act last week, which 
would mandate state reductions in 

By DAVID DELCORE

STAFF WRITER

WILLIAMSTOWN — It 
won’t happen next week, or 
even next month, but voters 
here will get a chance to 
weigh in on an ordinance 
that — unless they decide 
otherwise — will  open 
portions of 20 town roads 
to all-terrain vehicles in 
mid-May.

A petition signed by 150 
registered voters opposed 
to the controversial ordi-
nance was filed with Town 
Clerk Barbara Graham on 
Tuesday and will force a 
yet-to-be-scheduled special 
election in April.

ATVs or no ATVs?
That, give or take, is 

the question voters will be 
asked to answer during a 

special election Graham is 
suggesting be scheduled for 
April 21 — a Tuesday — at 
the Williamstown Public 
Safety Building. Polls would 
be open from 8 a.m. to 
7 p.m., she said.

Graham, who is  now 
readying for next Tuesday’s 
Town Meeting Day elections 

By ERIC BLAISDELL

STAFF WRITER

BARRE — In an 18-page 
decision, a judge has denied 
a motion asking for the 
guilty verdict a jury reached 
to be tossed out in Jayveon 
Caballero’s mur-
der trial.

Caballero was 
found guil ty  in 
November of sec-
ond-degree mur-
der in the killing 
of Markus Austin 
in Montpelier in 
January 2017.

Accord ing  to 
court records, a 
witness told police Austin 
was shot around 4:30 a.m., 
Jan. 22, 2017, in the parking 
lot outside his 191 Barre St. 
apartment in Montpelier. 
Austin died from a 9 mm 
gunshot wound to the 
chest, according to police 
and court records.

Police said the shooting 
followed a fight hours prior 
near a bar in Barre, when 
witnesses said Austin hit 
Caballero’s then-girlfriend, 
Desiree Cary, who required 

medical treatment as a 
result. Officials said Cabal-
lero waited outside Austin’s 
apartment before Austin 
was shot.

Police said Caballero 
then fled to Florida, where 

he was arrested 
in May 2017 and 
brought back to 
Vermont.

Officials said it 
was Montpelier’s 
first murder in 100 
years.

The trial lasted 
seven days. Cabal-
l e r o  h a d  b e e n 
c h a r g e d  w i t h 

first-degree murder, but the 
jury found him guilty of the 
lesser charge.

The state attorney gen-
eral’s office had argued 
Caballero shot Austin while 
Austin was sitting in his 
car. Defense attorney Dan 
Sedon had argued Austin 
was out of the car when 
Caballero shot and the bul-
let ricocheted off Austin’s 
vehicle, hitting Austin in 
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Potter Jeremy Ayers works on mugs Thursday at his studio in Waterbury. Ayers makes utilitarian pottery in the renovated 1870 Carriage Barn in 
which his great-great grandfather made wheels, carriages and sleighs.
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Young actors rehearse a scene Thursday during Lost Nation Theater’s week-long 
Dance Theater Camp in Montpelier. The campers will perform an original interpre-
tation of “The Little Prince,” directed by Taryn Noelle, on Friday at 5:30 p.m., and 
Saturday at 11 a.m., at City Hall.

LONG TRADITION

THE LITTLE PRINCE

Caballero

See PFAS, page  A6
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