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PET OF THE WEEK 
Verrazzano is 
a handsome 
fellow who 
was originally 
found as a 
stray. His 
finders kept 
him for a little 
while during 

the warmer Vermont months, but de-
cided to bring him to us with the cold 
weather. He briefly was around other 
felines and a variety of human adults 
of different ages, but had no exposure 
to young children or dogs. He is doing 
fine with his feline roommates. 

1589 VT Route 14S, East Montpelier 
802-476-3811 

www.centralvermonthumane.org 
Proudly sponsored by

170 River St., Montpelier, VT • 802-229-9005

Locally owned and 
operated since 1960. 

Complete Automotive 
Repair.

The Main Street Middle School Drama Club in Montpelier 
has been revived this year after several years of dor-
mancy. Sarah Evans, a social studies and language arts 
teacher at the school is directing the club and about 40 
students are involved. The club’s first performance will 
be a fairytale spy story called “The Girl with the Golden 
Locks.” Above, cast members, including Lily Knight, left, 
and Ava Thurston, center, rehearse a scene on Friday. 
Shows will be next Saturday, Feb. 16, at 2 and 7 p.m. at 
Union Elementary School in Montpelier. Left, Lex Leikin, 
as Big Papa, leader of the bears, tries to intimidate Lo-
retta Seibert, as Agent Gold. below, Maria Lovelett, left, 
helps Grace Hall with her wig before the rehearsal. 

Theater 

Revival
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interested in commuting to 
work.

J o n  M o o r e ,  G M T ’s 
director of transportation, 
hosted a public hearing this 
week on the contemplated 
changes — including the 
proposed launch of the 
Barre LINK Express — at 
National Life in Montpelier.

Moore said the LINK bus 
would travel from Burling-
ton to Barre and back twice 
a day on weekdays. Along 
the way it would stop in 
Richmond and Waterbury, 
he said.

Moore said demand for 
expanded commuter ser-
vice to Barre is reflected in 
GMT’s Nextgen Study, and 
is consistent with earlier 
planning initiatives.

Though it will be paid for 
by AOT as part of a 3-year 
pilot project, Moore said 
the proposed service expan-
sion comes at an awkward 
time for the GMT board, 
which is actively looking at 
cost-cutting measures due 
to budget constraints that 
will affect some existing 
services.

St i l l ,  Moore sa id  he 
expects the GMT board 
will  approve the Barre 
LINK and a Barre-related 
adjustment to the Route 2 
commuter that currently 
runs from St. Johnsbury 
to Montpelier, with stops 
in West Danville, Marsh-
field, Plainfield and East 
Montpelier.

“I  don’t  anticipate a 
problem,” he said of a vote 
that will occur during the 
board’s Tuesday morning 
meeting.

Assuming the board 
approves the proposal, the 
new service would start 
March 25.

The timing of the state 
Agency of Education’s move 
from Barre City Place and 
AOT’s arrival are less clear.

Though education agency 
officials know they will be 
moving to the National Life 
complex in Montpelier, they 
don’t yet know precisely 
when. It won’t be earlier 
than March 1, which means 
the third and fourth floors 
at Barre City Place will be 
occupied until then.

AOT already occupies the 
second floor of the Barre 
building and it is unclear 
how swiftly it would move 
into offices on the third 
and fourth floors, or the 
first floor space previously 
occupied by Positive Pie.

M a c k e n z i e  s a i d  i t 
wouldn’t happen overnight, 
and his understanding was 
it would be a months-long 
transition that should be 
largely completed by the 
end of the summer.

david.delcore 
@timesargus.com

AOT
Continued from Page A1

criteria for razing a struc-
ture in the city’s downtown 
historic district.

N i c h o l s o n  r e c e n t l y 
submitted an essentially 
identical request — one 
that contemplated the dem-
olition of a diner that was 
closed for good following a 
mid-March fire replacing it 
with a narrow crushed stone 

lot that would be fenced on 
both ends.

Confronted with the 
same plan, board mem-
bers arrived at the same 
conclusion.

Though the decision 
hasn’t yet been reduced 
to writing, the board was 
unable to conclude that 
the structure that  last 
housed the L&M Diner 
was “a deterrent to a major 
improvement that will be a 
clear and substantial bene-
fit” to the city.

Nicholson has no plan to 
reopen the restaurant or 
re-purpose the structure, 
which has been a fixture 
in downtown Barre since 
the Green Mountain Diner 
opened in the converted 
rail car in 1932. Board 
member Katrina Pelkey 
wondered whether the 
vacant building was prefer-
able to a vacant lot.

“You’re establishing a 
void there, and nature and 
humans don’t like voids,” 
Pelkey said, expressing 
concern the fenced-in lot 
would become an “attrac-
tive nuisance.”

Nicholson argued the 
fire-damaged diner already is.

“If you like what’s there 
now, vote ‘no’ on this proj-
ect,” he replied.

Nicholson, who owns 
buildings on both sides 
of the diner, described its 
demolition as an interim 
step to stabilize the prop-
erty while he evaluates his 
options.

“We’re trying to clean 
this up and make it more 
presentable,” he said. “I’m 

sorry if it’s too straight-
forward, but I don’t know 
how to glorify a burned out 
building.”

Nicholson said it is possi-
ble the proposed lot could 
be used as outdoor seating 
space by one of his current 
tenants — Espresso Bueno 
— or some future tenant. 
It is also possible the lot 
could accommodate the 
expansion of one of the 
buildings on either side of 
it, or a major redevelop-
ment project.

However, Nicholson said 
none of those options are 
imminent.

“I wish I was here saying I 
was going to build a 3-story 
building with high-end 
residential on the upper 
floors,” he said.

In a downtown with an 
abundance of vacant space 
— including well  over 
10,000 square feet in build-
ings he owns — Nicholson 
said a vacant diner, which 
changed hands and names 
several times since 2001, 
wouldn’t be missed.

“If you think it’s easy to 
own property and rent it 
in Barre, I’ve got news for 
you,” he said.

The board was unable 
to find demolition of the 
diner as needed to pave 
the way for a project that 
would benefit the city, and 
concluded Nicholson failed 
to demonstrate retaining 
the structure he knowingly 
purchased in its current 
condition would cause 
him an “undue financial 
hardship.”

Nicholson provided the 

board with estimates that 
suggested renovating the 
structure would cost more 
than $47,000, not includ-
ing the cost of replacing 
kitchen equipment if it 
were once again going to 
be used as a diner.

The board struggled with 
the same issue with respect 
to the demolition of the 
North Main Street building 
that was once the decades-
long home of Dunkin’ 
Donuts. Members rejected 
an initial proposal to raze 
that building and only 
relented after being pre-
sented with a refined plan 
to convert the property into 
a landscaped parking lot for 
the neighboring Northfield 
Savings Bank. That building 
has since been demolished 
and the parking lot project 
is expected to be completed 
this year.

Though Thursday’s deci-
sion wasn’t unanimous, it 
reflected the board’s reluc-
tance to permit the demoli-
tion of downtown structures 
absent a clear plan with 
some discernible upside for 
the city. Replacing vacant 
buildings with vacant lots 
doesn’t pass that test in 
the board’s view and some 
members worry approving 
an application that essen-
tially does that would set a 
dangerous precedent.

The board’s  longest 
serving member — Rich-
ard Deep — and one of its 
newest additions — Jessica 
Egerton — cast the two dis-
senting votes.
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by GOP Senate Majority 
Leader Mitch McConnell 
as a “power grab” because 
it would make Election Day 
a holiday.

Much of the money Pri-
orities plans to spend will 
be directed toward litiga-
tion, Cecil said. It’s an area 
where they had consider-
able success in the run-up 
to last fall’s midterms, 
blunting the impact of elec-
tion laws in Iowa, Missouri, 
Indiana, Florida and New 
Hampshire.

For example, a Missouri 
judge last year blocked 
portions of a law from tak-
ing effect that would have 
required voters to present 
a valid photo ID or sign 
a sworn statement and 
present some other form 
of identification to cast a 
regular ballot.

In Iowa, a Priorities law-
suit resulted in a court order 
that said the state cannot 
throw out an absentee bal-
lot based on a judgment by 
local election officials that 
the voter’s signature doesn’t 
match one on file.

And in Indiana,  the 
threat of legal action sty-
mied local officials from 
acting on a Republican-ap-
proved state law reducing 
the number of polling 
l o c a t i o n s  d u r i n g  t h e 
2018 election in one of 
the state’s largest minori-
ty-population counties, 
the group said.
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