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New horizons
Cabot High School sends 

11 seniors out into the 

world at graduation.  A6

 � JUNE 14, 2018, DRAWS
Midday: 1-6-2 and 5-6-8-3 
Evening: 3-0-9 and 6-0-6-9
New York State:
7-9-6 LS22 and 1-3-4-3 LS11
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Hemp trends
U.S. hemp growers call 

for some new standards 

as demand continues to 

grow.  B4

Abortion bans
Although “As Alabama 

Goes, so Goes the 

Nation” has never been a 

thing, nor should it be, it 

turns out that it’s precisely 

what will happen if Chris-

tian conservatives have 

their way.  C7

‘Fantasticks’
Weston Playhouse The-

atre Company will present 

“The Fantasticks,” with 

music by Harvey Schmidt 

and lyrics by Tom Jones, 

June 20-July 13.  D1

Grads set to ‘face the world’

MHS honors 2019 grads, McRaith

Twinfield student receives 
her own adaptive tricycle

Toy Run, local 
market voice 
their concerns

By DAVID DELCORE

STAFF WRITER

EAST MONTPELIER — Jim Willis 
has been teaching math for 53 years, 
and on Friday evening, the man who is 
suddenly between jobs showed he has a 
way with words. Not big ones, but good 
ones.

Chosen to speak at the 47th com-
mencement of U-32 Middle and High 
School, Willis delivered for the seniors 
who selected him and who he joined 
heading for the exit after the ceremony 
was over and he was satisfied they’d 

done what he’d instructed.
“As soon as this gig is over I want you 

to run to the people that raised you … 
and give them a hug because without 
them you wouldn’t be here,” he said. 
“You hear me? That’s an order. Tell 
them how much you love and appreci-
ate them. They loved you as best as they 
possibly could. Guaranteed.”

It was simple advice from a plainspo-
ken man with an infectious smile and 
a love of life and it was delivered long 

By STEPHEN MILLS

STAFF WRITER

MONTPELIER — There were 
bittersweet moments at the Class of 
2019 graduation at Montpelier High 
School in the Capital City on Friday.

Bitter-ish as the school said a 
fond farewell to Mike McRaith after 
four years as principal and students 
reflected on parting ways with fam-
ily, friends and the community. But 
oh-so sweet for some, with Violas Elsie 

(Huckins) Aldrich receiving her high 
school diploma at 93, after moving 
from Middlesex to Connecticut in 
1942 in her junior year and never 
completing her high school educa-
tion. Daniel Joseph “D.J.” Currier also 
graduated with his daughter, Sophia.

Class President Apollonia Tabacco 
welcomed the assembled.

“Together, we have faced and over-
come many challenges and we grew 
at every turn,” Tabacco said. “When 

faced situations, both in our commu-
nities and nationally, we responded 
together.”

She went on to note how MHS 
students joined student activist move-
ments to protest climate change, as 
well as pushing for new gun control 
measures in the Legislature. A crown-
ing moment for the school came in 
February last year, when MHS became 
the first public school in the nation 
to raise the Black Lives Matter flag, 

she added.
Tabacco also paid special tribute to 

McRaith.
“Toda, we honor a very special 

member of our class, as well. This per-
son has been a leader, a role model 
and a mentor and a kind face in the 
halls,” Tabacco said. “He guided this 
class from freshman year to senior 
year, grew with us through every 

By ERIC BLAISDELL

STAFF WRITER

M A R S H F I E L D  —  A 
student with disabilities at 
Twinfield Union School 
now has her own adaptive 
tricycle thanks to a Massa-
chusetts nonprofit.

Sixth-grader Jordynne 
McKinstr y,  who uses  a 
whee lcha i r,  had  been 
using a borrowed adaptive 

tricycle to get exercise as 
part of the school’s walk 
or bike to school event 
this past spring. Twinfield 
worked with Local Motion, 
a statewide nonprofit that 
advocates for biking and 
walking, and RAD Innova-
tions, an adaptive bicycle 
maker out of Cornwall, to 
get McKinstry access to the 
tricycle for three weeks.

McKinstry uses her arms 
to pedal the handcycle 
instead of her legs. The 
Times Argus profiled her 
in March.

The story caught the 
at tent ion of  Kevin St . 
Jean, president of a Fitch-
burg, Massachusetts, non-
profit called Cameron’s 

By STEPHEN MILLS

STAFF WRITER

MONTPELIER — City 
officials are trying to resolve 
a conflict between the 
Montpelier Farmers Mar-
ket and this year’s annual 
Toy Run motorcycle rally to 
support Shriners Hospitals 
for Children.

In its  32nd year,  the 
motorcycle rally attracts 
between 600 to 800 motor-
cyclists for a ride from 
Berlin at noon to the State 
House via Main and State 
streets in Montpelier to 
deliver toys and donations 
for patients at Shriners 
Hospitals.

But the Aug. 10 rally may 
have hit a major roadblock 
this year because the farm-
ers’ market now normally 
occupies State Street on 
Saturday mornings until 
1 p.m., followed by two 
hours of breaking down 
stalls, blocking the tradi-
tional route of the rally in 
the city.

In an effort to reach 
a compromise, farmers’ 
market officials offered to 
close the market at noon 

and proposed the motorcy-
cle rally delay its start until 
2 p.m., but rally officials 
said the offer would not 
work.

Rally officials said the 
event was a longtime cal-
endar fixture and should 
take precedence over the 
“for-profit” farmers’ market, 
which should either move 
to another location or can-
cel the market Aug. 10.

It led to a bit of a dust 
up at Wednesday’s City 
Council  meeting,  with 
terse exchanges between 
supporters of both sides.

Holly Wilkins, president 
of United Motorcyclists of 
Vermont (UMV), said the 
motorcycle rally had been 
“a tradition for a generation 
of Vermonters who ride,” 
and should be allowed 
to stake its claim to the 
long-established schedule 
for the event.

“We have raised hun-
dreds of  thousands of 
dollars’ worth of toys, and 
cash and checks, that go to 
toward Shriners Hospitals,” 
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Graduating Montpelier senior Estella Best is all smiles Friday during the commencement ceremony at the high school.
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Twinfield principal Mark Mooney, center, introduces sixth-grader Jordynne McKinstry to 
an assembly at the school Friday, during which she was presented with a new adaptive 
cycle. Kevin and Dolores St. Jean, right, of Cameron’s Crusaders, purchased the cycle for 
McKinstry. The cycle was made by David Black and Anja Wrede, of RAD-Innovations, center.

EVENT CONFLICT ARISES

See Student, page  A6See Toy Run, page  A6

See MHS, page  A6

U-32 COMMENCEMENT

U-32 
graduate 
Max Kissner 
hugs his 
teacher 
adviser 
Maggie 
Desch after 
receiving 
his diploma 
Friday night.
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