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Today
BIG HAT NO CATTLE

Old and new songs with a vintage 

western vibe. Local food vendors, 

bake & book sale and silent auction. 

Free, 6:30-8:30 p.m. Jaquith Public 

Library, 122 School St., Room 2, 

Marshfield, jaquithpubliclibrary@

gmail.com, 802-426-3717.

“We long for change. 

We are uneasy in 

the prickles of our 

dissatisfaction. We 

are confused by the 

wild complexity of 

this world around 

us. We live in chaos 

and in chaotic times. 

We strive for simple 

moments of comfort 

and understanding.”

Editorial, A4

In the news
Vermont cheese companies 

feel anxiety over pending 

tariffs.  A2

Drug activity, vandalism and 

dogs in a hot car reported 

to Barre City Police in this 

week’s log.  A2

Lots to talk about in Talk of 

the Town.  A3

‘Climate emergency’ declared

Water and sewer rates going up

Diocese joins reporting system

State close 
to adjusting 
intersection

By STEPHEN MILLS

STAFF WRITER

MONTPELIER — A call  to 
combat climate change with a 
comprehensive strategy to save the 
planet has come from the central 
Vermont chapter of the Vermont 
State Employees Association.

The call to action came at the 
annual meeting of the VSEA chap-
ter last week and may come up 

again at the annual meeting of the 
VSEA at Okemo Mountain Resort 
on Sept. 14.

VSEA is a union that represents 
6,200 state employees to improve 
wages and working conditions 
through contract negotiations, 
legislative lobbying, training and 
education. It is an independent 
organization, not affiliated with any 
international union and controls 

its own policies, procedures and 
budget.

The central Vermont chapter 
of the VSEA has defined the dire 
predictions of climate change in its 
declaration of a global calamity – 
but also laid out a detailed strategy 
to respond to the crisis approved 
by members. The statement the 
VSEA chapter issued was drafted 
by members Bob Atchinson and 

Ned Swanberg.
“The whole thing was inspired 

by Greta Thunberg,” said Atchison, 
referring to the Swedish schoolgirl 
who sparked a global call to action 
last year, urging students to skip 
school and launch protests in their 
communities, calling for more 
action to combat climate change.

By DAVID DELCORE

STAFF WRITER

BARRE — Water and sewer rates 
in the Granite City are now set to 
go up and up and up and up.

C i t y  c o u n c i l o r s  n a r r o w l y 
approved a plan to incrementally 
boost rates for both municipal 
utilities over the next four years fol-
lowing a protracted discussion that 
required Mayor Lucas Herring to 
cast the decisive vote Tuesday night.

Though it was at odds with his 

recommendation, City Manager 
Steve Mackenzie wasn’t complain-
ing following a 4-2 decision that 
went further then he was comfort-
able requesting.

“The need is real,” Mackenzie 
said shortly after the meeting 
adjourned.

No one on the council disputed 
that, though Rich Morey and John 
LePage said they were uncomfort-
able committing to four annual 
rate increases on a single Tuesday 

night – particularly given one resi-
dent’s suggestion they explore an 
out-of-the-box idea for generating 
new revenue.

Both Morey and LePage said they 
favored Mackenzie’s plan – one 
that would have boosted rates this 
year and re-evaluated them next 
year with the expectation addi-
tional increases would be needed 
at that time.

“People are feeling squeezed,” 
LePage said defending his decision 

to vote against the multi-year pro-
posal that essentially embraced the 
findings of a financial analysis of 
both enterprise funds performed 
by city staff.

Like LePage, Morey said he 
would have supported the increases 
recommended by Mackenzie 
despite being repeatedly lobbied 
to vote against them. However, he 
questioned the wisdom of setting 

By MICHAEL CASEY

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

CONCORD, N.H.  — 
Several Roman Catholic 
dioceses in New England, 
i n c l u d i n g  Ve r m o n t ’s , 
announced Wednesday that 
they were joining an inde-
pendent system for report-
ing misconduct or abuse by 
church leaders.

The  s y s tem,  s t a r ted 
this year by the Diocese 
of Boston, was joined by 
the Diocese of Burlington 
in Vermont, the Diocese 
of  Manchester in New 
Hampshire, the Diocese 

of Portland in Maine, as 
well as several dioceses in 
Massachusetts.

The names are accom-
panied by resources on the 
website for survivors and a 
section for anyone to report 
church abuse.

“With the controls we 
have put in place and 
continuing vigilance, our 
diocese’s procedures have 
created a safer Church in 
Maine. But there are always 
opportunities to improve 
the ways in which we pro-
tect against possible abuse 
in the many forms in which 

it can arise,” Bishop Robert 
Deeley, of the Diocese of 
Portland, said in a state-
ment. “I am pleased that 
the new, third-party system 
establishes a clear and inde-
pendent system way for peo-
ple to report misconduct by 
bishops.”

However, the Survivors 
Network of those Abused 
by Priests, known as SNAP, 
said there was a “glaring 
flaw” in the system in that 
allegations are not made 
public.

By ERIC BLAISDELL

STAFF WRITER

BARRE TOWN — The 
state is days away from 
improving the intersec-
tion at Route 110 and Mill 
Street.

At its regular meeting 
Tuesday night, the Select 
Board heard from Erin 
Parizo, the project man-
ager for the Agency of 
Transportation, who was 
there to give a presentation 
about the project. The 
intersection, located near 
the East Barre fire station, 
has been on the minds of 
officials for decades. It’s 
actually a point where four 
different roads intersect as 
Mill Street comes down a 
hill into Route 110 close to 
where Old Route 302 and 
Bianchi Street both end at 
Route 110.

The plan is to realign 
Mill Street to form more 
of a curve so that it comes 
down into Route 110 at a 
sharper angle. Parizo said 
the agency wants to do this 
because right now that 
intersection has issues with 
site lines and is a concern 

when it comes to crashes.
“The  impetuous  for 

this project was based on 
safety and improvements 
for crashes that were hap-
pening in rear-end and 
sideswipe collisions coming 
down Mill Street. Essen-
tially we’re T-ing up the 
intersection a little bit bet-
ter. Tightening up some of 
these wide, open pavement 
areas,” she said.

Some of the pavement 
will be removed from the 
area which will increase 
the green space. The proj-
ect also includes installing 
a new drainage system 
on the south side of Mill 
Street and adding sidewalk 
on the north side of the 
road. Crosswalks will also 
be added across Route 110 
near the roundabout and 
on Mill Street.

The project is estimated 
to cost $530,000.

George Carpenter, proj-
ect manager with J.P. Sicard 
which has been contracted 
by AOT to do the project, 
said it will start Aug. 26 and 
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General contractor Aaron Gardner works through Wednesday’s afternoon heat while replacing shingles on a building on Elm Street in Montpelier.
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An adult cedar waxwing returns to its young along the Winooski River in Waterbury 
on Wednesday.
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