
Arrests, disruption at Capital

Board grapples with student sexuality

WCUUSD set to elect new 
10-member school board

Actions before 
Bourgoin crash 
documented

By STEPHEN MILLS

STAFF WRITER

MONTPELIER — Student activ-
ists disrupted a session at the State 
House Thursday to protest a lack 
of legislation to combat climate 
change in Vermont.

Members of the newly formed 
Extinction Rebellion in Vermont 
unfurled banners, shouted protests 
from the balcony of the House 
chamber and threw hundreds 
of leaflets onto legislators below, 

forcing House Speaker Mitzi John-
son, D-Grand Isle-Chittenden, to 
adjourn the session. Capitol Police 
officers asked protesters to leave 
and eventually arrested three 
students, who were charged with 
unlawful trespass and disorderly 
conduct.

The climate activists were part 
of a new U.S. movement, following 
in the footsteps of the Extinction 
Rebellion that began in Britain last 
year with protests that paralyzed 

central London with sit-ins on city 
streets by thousands of protesters. 
The socio-political movement uses 
non-violent resistance to protest 
climate change, biodiversity loss 
and ecological collapse that could 
lead to human extinction, hence 
the movement’s name.

Thursday’s protest followed last 
month’s five-day march from Mid-
dlebury to Montpelier by climate 
activist group 350VT, and this 
month’s Rally for the Planet by the 

Vermont Youth Lobby — both to 
lobby lawmakers do more to com-
bat climate change.

A large banner unfurled over the bal-
cony read, “See you in January,” as did 
the leaflets rained down on legislators, 
telling them that student activists would 
return for the next session in the State 
House and continue to press their cause.

Participants in the protest included 
Jennifer Skinder — her two children, 
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MONTPELIER — The Montpe-
lier-Roxbury Public Schools Board 
has rejected a call to formulate 
a new policy to help students 
better understand their sexuality 
and address issues around sexual 
assault.

The decision followed an appear-
ance at Wednesday’s board meeting 
by two parents who said the school 

district should do more to help 
students navigate the difficulties 
around “coming of age,” questions 
about sexuality beyond human biol-
ogy and combating sexual assault in 
the MeToo era.

School Board members and 
Montpelier High School Principal 
Mike McRaith were sympathetic 
to the issues raised but reluctant 
to embark on crafting a new 
policy that could be challenging 

for faculty and administrators to 
address.

The parents presenting were 
Barbarina Heyerdahl, a mother 
of four children — two of whom 
had attended MHS — and Andy 
Dorwart Crane, a midwife and 
mother who works for Planned 
Parenthood, although she was at 
the meeting as a private citizen.

“We share a passion for all things 
sexuality and talking to kids about 

sexuality,” said Heyerdahl, who also 
works as a community activist on a 
variety of issues.

Heyerdahl said she decided to 
raise the issue after the arrest of 
Hollywood producer Harvey Wein-
stein, who has been accused of 
sexual assault by multiple women, 
and Brett Kavanagh’s congressional 
hearings after the U.S. Supreme 
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EAST MONTPELIER — 
The transition from a six-
school supervisory union 
to a five-town school district 
cleared another hurdle this 
week as voters in Berlin, 
Calais, East Montpelier, 
Middlesex and Worcester 
ready to collectively elect a 
new school board to run the 

Washington Central Uni-
fied Union School District.

In what will be a first-of-
its kind special election, 
polls will be open in all five 
Washington Central com-
munities on Tuesday.

Polling hours vary slightly 
from community to com-
munity. The polls will be 
open from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
in Calais, East Montpelier 

and Middlesex, from 8 a.m. 
to 7 p.m. in Berlin and 
from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. in 
Worcester.

In East Montpelier, vot-
ing will occur at the local 
elementary school, while 
voters in Berlin, Calais, 
Middlesex and Worcester 
will all cast ballots at their 
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BURLINGTON — Tes-
timony focused on cell 
phone towers and text 
messages during the ninth 
day of the trial of a Williston 
man on trial for driving the 
wrong way on Interstate 89 
and slamming into a car 
carrying five teenagers from 
the Mad River Valley.

The state and defense 
attempted to show the 
movements and behavior 
of Steven D. Bourgoin, 
38, before he slammed 
his truck head-on into the 
teens’ car. He was speeding, 
headed in the wrong direc-
tion and had various drugs 
in his system during the 
crash at about 11:55 p.m. 
Oct. 8, 2016 in Williston, 
police have said.

The flaming crash killed 
Eli Brookens, 16, of Water-
bury; Janie Chase Cozzi, 
15, of Fayston; Liam Hale, 
16, of Fayston; Mary Harris, 
16, of Moretown and Cyrus 
Zschau, 16, of Moretown.

Bourgoin has denied 
five counts of second-de-
gree murder. He also has 

pleaded not guilty to two 
subsequent misdemeanor 
charges: aggravated oper-
ation of a Williston Police 
cruiser without permission 
by taking it from the acci-
dent site and later reckless 
driving of the police vehicle 
by driving it into the first 
crash scene.

The defense is attempt-
ing to show that Bourgoin 
was criminally insane at the 
time. While the state must 
prove guilt beyond a rea-
sonable doubt, a defendant 
only has to show insanity 
by a preponderance of the 
evidence.

Bourgoin, who grew up 
in Rutland, has maintained 
he  was  be ing  secre t l y 
recruited for a special gov-
ernment mission. He said 
he was getting messages 
from music on his car radio, 
static on his TV and lights at 
the ATM machine.

Two witnesses took the 
stand during the half -
day session on Thursday. 
Judge Kevin Griffin said he 
needed to preside in drug 
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Competitors leave the starting line Thursday as thousands race in the 36th annual Vermont Corporate Cup event in Montpelier. More coverage 
appears today in the Sports section and at www.timesargus.com
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Miles Marineau, 6, of Montpelier, is framed by spring greens as he waits to catch a 
pop fly during Farm Ball practice Wednesday in East Montpelier.
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TASH SULTANA

After multiple worldwide tours, 

Tash Sultana is returning to North 

America for a run of headline shows 

and festivals. Doors open at 6 p.m. 

Show at 7 p.m. Shelburne Museum, 

6000 Shelburne Road, Shelburne.

“It’s not exactly 

reassuring to know 

that President 

Trump doesn’t want 

to go to war with 

Iran, but it sure 

seems as though 

some members of 

his administration 

wouldn’t mind an 

escalating conflict.”
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