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“With all eyes on his 

agenda, Phil Scott 

asked – mostly 

non-specifically and 

yet quite hopefully – 

for progress. That’s 

not nothing. It’s 

necessary, and often 

understated.”

Editorial, A4

In the news
Three conceptual designs 

for a proposed Confluence 

Park in the Capital City were 

presented to Montpelier City 

Council.  A3

Barre City councilors want to 

meet with the owners of two 

local drinking establishments 

before deciding whether to 

renew their annual entertain-

ment licenses.  A3

Scott eyes ‘common ground’

Ledge removal to affect Barre exit

Councilors cut 
$50K from budget

STAFF AND WIRE REPORTS

MONTPELIER — It was not the usual 
mandate from a governor at an inaugural.

On Thursday, Phil Scott, the re-elected 
Republican incumbent, called on lawmak-
ers in the Democrat-controlled Legislature 
to find common ground with him in seek-
ing out answers to the challenges the state 
is facing and to inspire a renewed faith in 
government.

Scott made the comments at the State 
House after he took the oath of office for 
his second two-year term. He said Vermont 
can show the rest of the nation that it is 
possible to debate difficult issues and still 
remain civil.

“We must look for common ground 
instead of highlighting or exploiting 
our differences, view consensus and 

compromise not as a weakness, but as a 
strength,” he said during his 32-minute 
speech.

Scott laid out some broad policy goals 
designed to reverse the state’s demo-
graphic challenge, which he said has seen 
Vermont’s school population drop by 
30,000 in the last 22 years while, in the last 
decade, the state’s workforce has shrunk 
by 15,000.

“Our stagnant population is threatening 
every service we deliver, every program we 
administer and every investment we hope 
to make,” he said.

During his first term as governor, the 
Republican Party had enough members in 
the Legislature to support the governor’s 

By DAVID DELCORE

STAFF WRITER

BARRE — A massive ledge 
removal project that will close the 
northbound off ramp at Exit 6 for 
six weeks this summer will force 
roughly 1,400 vehicles a day to find 
different ways to get where they are 
going.

The project won’t be put out to 
bid for another two weeks and the 
work isn’t expected to begin before 

June 1, but representatives of the 
state Agency of Transportation are 
busy spreading the word about 
what to expect when it does.

Hoping to demystify the project 
and flag concerns that should be 
brought to the attention of pro-
spective contractors VTrans repre-
sentatives are in the midst of hold-
ing informational meetings in each 
of the four affected communities.

After meeting with select boards 

in Williamstown and Barre Town 
last month, Bruce Martin, who is 
managing the project for VTrans, 
and Natalie Boyle, who is be han-
dling public outreach both before 
and during the work, briefed city 
councilors in Barre about what 
they should expect the summer 
and why.

The next stop is Berlin where 
they will attend a similar session 
scheduled in conjunction with next 

Thursday’s Select Board meeting.
“We’re doing the best we can to 

make this as painless as possible,” 
Boyle told councilors Tuesday 
night.

Concerns have predictably var-
ied from one community to the 
next, though the need for the 
project can be traced to a July 
2012 “rockfall” that spilled large 

By STEPHEN MILLS

STAFF WRITER

MONTPELIER — The City 
Council slashed $50,000 from it 
proposed fiscal year 2020 budget 
after councilors’ concerns about 
the impact of the increase on the 
municipal property tax rate.

The reduction followed last 
week’s budget workshop that was 
opposed by two city councilors, 
Ashley Hill and Rosie Krueger, 
because of a budget goal to not 
exceed a 3.5 percent increase.

On Wednesday, the council 
voted 4-1 to approve a $14.473 
million budget, with Hill voting 
against because she considered the 
increase still too high for low-in-
come residents.

There will be a second public 
hearing on the budget on Jan. 
24 when it will be warned for the 
Town Meeting Day ballot.

On Wednesday,  the  coun-
cil approved a lower spending 
increase of about $370,000 on 
this year’s $13.9 million budget, 
an increase of 3.4 percent. That 
compares with an initial budget 

proposal last week that called for 
a $473,000 increase, an increase of 
3.8 percent.

Based on projected revenues, 
financing the proposed budget 
would require raising just over 
$9.8 million in property taxes, an 
increase of 3.7 cents on the tax rate 
or 3.4 percent.

For the owner of a median-priced 
home in Montpelier — $228,000 — 
it would mean paying an extra $85 
in taxes to fund city operations. 
That compares with a $98 increase 
proposed in the first draft of the 
budget last week.

This year, the council had the 
benefit of an interactive budget 
table that included a wish-list of 
priorities to consider. By placing 
a check mark against the listing, it 
automatically updated the overall 
spending and tax-rate increases.

The budget item cut was $55,000 
for a new full-time Parks Depart-
ment position.

Mayor Anne Watson proposed 
the cut, noting Parks Director JEB WALLACE-BRODEUR / STAFF PHOTO

John Toohey, of Montpelier, tows his son Enzo, 2, along a snowy side-
walk Thursday in Montpelier.

MAKING DO

2019 INAUGURAL ADDRESS

Inaugural targets bipartisan tone toward progress

JEB WALLACE-BRODEUR / STAFF PHOTOS/

Gov. Phil Scott hugs his wife, Diana McTeague Scott, after taking the oath of office Thursday in Montpelier.

Senators, including Becca Balint, D-Windham, center, listen 
to Gov. Phil Scott’s inaugural address Thursday in Montpelier.
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