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Saturday
RECEPTION, TALK

Mark Barry celebrates the gift of 

time and his deep appreciation 

of life — and the viewer quickly 

realizes it is contagious. Exhibit 

runs through Feb. 16. 5-6 p.m. 

Highland Center for the Arts, 2875 

Hardwick St., Greensboro, boxoffice@

highlandartsvt.org, 533-2000.

“We were glad to 

see Elizabeth Warren 

make a forceful 

case for a female 

president during 

Tuesday night’s 

debate. It seems 

idiotic that, as a 

nation in 2020, we 

would need a female 

candidate for the 

presidency to defend 

such a thing. It 

should be a given.”

Editorial, A4

In the news
Democrats worry a rift in 

the party between Elizabeth 

Warren and Bernie Sanders 

could cost them the election 

in November.  A2

So much to talk about in Talk 

of the Town.  A3

Justices hear appeal arguments

Loss of public participation feared

Testimony 
is taken on 
homelessness

House leaders deliver articles to Senate

By DAVID DELCORE

STAFF WRITER

MIDDLEBURY — Constitutional 
and other questions involving the 
compelled consolidation of doz-
ens of Vermont school districts 
are now squarely before the state’s 
highest court following an historic 
hearing at Middlebury College on 
Wednesday.

The Vermont Supreme Court 

took center stage — literally and 
figuratively — as a college audito-
rium was converted into a make-
shift courtroom that attracted a 
considerable crowd.

The audience included two for-
mer justices — John Dooley and 
Marilyn Skoglund — and former 
governor Jim Douglas. It also 
included a mix of college and high 
school students, as well as residents, 

who traveled from Franklin and 
Dummerston and pretty much 
everywhere in between.

As expected, no one left with 
a better sense of how or when 
the consequential case may end, 
though a ruling isn’t expected any 
time soon.

The hour-long hearing opened 
when justices strode onto the stage 
in Wilson Hall and ended when 

David Kelley ran out of time even 
as the lawyer representing 33 sepa-
rate school districts complained the 
concept of forced mergers turned 
“something fundamental about 
Vermont and democracy upside 
down” and urged justices to “cor-
rect that error.”

Kelley and Assistant Attorney 

By KEITH WHITCOMB JR. 

STAFF WRITER

MONTPELIER — Proposed 
changes to the structure of Act 250 
wouldn’t hurt local input as some 
fear they would, says the environ-
mental group that suggested them.

Last week, the Vermont Natural 
Resources Council, alongside the 
Scott administration, proposed a bill 
to the House Committee on Natural 
Resources, Fish, and Wildlife that 
would change how Act 250 permits 
are administered, doing away with 

District Commissions and replacing 
them with a central three-member 
Natural Resources Board with two 
regional per diem members, said 
Jon Groveman, policy and water 
program director at VNRC.

He said VNRC offered testimony 
again on Tuesday.

Groveman said Wednesday that 
after the last legislative session, the 
Scott administration approached 
VNRC because it felt it and the 
VNRC had some common ground 
on changes to Act 250 — the state’s 

signature land use law passed back 
in 1970.

Groveman said the VNRC wasn’t 
happy about the Act 250 Environ-
mental Board being eliminated in 
2004, as the board worked as an 
appellate board for Act 250 appli-
cations and was useful in providing 
guidance and clarity to the local 
District Commissions.

“We wanted to see the Environ-
mental Board put back, the gov-
ernor was opposed to that,” said 
Groveman.

The proposed compromise is to 
create a Natural Resources Board 
that would hear all “major” Act 250 
permit applications. Right now, 
applications go before three-mem-
ber District Commissions made up 
of people nominated by legislators 
and appointed by the governor. 
Appeals, rather than go to the Envi-
ronmental Court and then to the 
Vermont Supreme Court, would go 
straight to the Vermont Supreme 

By STEPHEN MILLS

STAFF WRITER

M O N T P E L I E R  — 
Advocates and supporters 
descended on the State 
House Wednesday to lobby 
lawmakers to do more to 
address the growing crisis 
of homelessness in the state.

A resolution submitted by 
Reps. Tom Stevens, D-Wash-
ington-Chittenden, and 
Anne Pugh, D-Chittenden 
7-2, was approved by the 

House, designating the day 
as Homeless Awareness Day 
at the State House.

In it, they noted that the 
2019 Point-In-Time Count 
on a single night last Janu-
ary found that there were 
1,089 Vermonters without 
secure housing, 23% of 
whom were children.

It also noted that the 2019 
Housing Opportunity Grant 

By LISA MASCARO

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — In a 
dramatic procession across 
the U.S. Capitol, House 
Democrats carried the 
formal articles of impeach-
ment against President 
Donald Trump to the Sen-
ate late Wednesday, setting 
the stage for only the third 
trial to remove a president 
in American history.

Trump complained anew 
it was all a “hoax,” even as 
fresh details emerged about 
his efforts in Ukraine.

The ceremonial pomp 
and protocol by the law-
makers prosecuting the 
case against Trump moved 
the impeachment out of 
Speaker Nancy Pelosi’s 
Democratic-run House 
to the Republican-ma-
jority Senate, where the 

president’s team is mount-
ing a defense aiming for 
swift acquittal.

“Today we wil l  make 
history,’’ Pelosi said as she 
signed the documents, 
using multiple pens to 
hand out and mark the 
moment. “This president 
will be held accountable.”

Moments later the pros-
ecutors walked solemnly 
through the stately hall, 

f i l ing into the Senate 
back row as the Clerk of 
the House announced 
the arrival: “The House 
has passed House Reso-
lution 798, a resolution 
appointing and authorizing 
managers of the impeach-
ment trail of Donald John 
Trump, President of United 
States.”

The Senate will transform 
itself into an impeachment 

court at noon Thursday. 
The Constitution calls for 
Chief Justice John Rob-
erts to preside at the trial, 
administering the oath to 
senators who will serve as 
jurors and swear to deliver 
“impartial justice.”

Senate Majority Leader 
Mitch McConnell pledged 
to have the Senate “rise 
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Members of Col. Seth Warner’s Extra-Continental Regiment, a volunteer group of living historians, stand at attention Wednesday during the 
raising of the Green Mountain Boys Commemorative Flag outside the State House in Montpelier. The flag is raised every Jan. 15 to honor the 
Revolutionary War fighters.

LIVING HISTORY
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Fourth-graders from Founders Memorial School in Essex listen as Lt. Gov. David Zuckerman 
addresses a memorial vigil Wednesday in Montpelier during the annual Homelessness 
Awareness Day at the State House.

ARTICLES OF IMPEACHMENT

PROPOSED CHANGES TO ACT 250

See Act 250, page  A8

See Homeless, page  A8

See Articles, page  A5

CHALLENGE TO ACT 46

See Act 46, page  A5


