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In the news
Camp Meade is heading 

into a new chapter, with 

an enhanced role embrac-

ing community, creation 

and collaboration.  A2

 �AUG. 30, 2018, DRAWS
Midday: 4-6-6 and 4-3-4-8 
Evening: 9-3-9 and 3-2-2-7
New York State:
4-1-9 LS14 and 6-4-1-5 LS16
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Pushing back
The Trump administration 

is getting some push-back 

from US farmers over new 

regulations.  B4

View on guns
It is time — at least in 

some towns in Vermont 

with little crime — to 

consider whether police 

should carry guns.  C7

SculptFest 2019
Eleven artists present 

sculptural installations 

for this year’s SculptFest, 

opening Sept. 7 at the 

Carving Studio and Sculp-

ture Center.  D1

By DAVID DELCORE

STAFF WRITER

MONTPELIER — A short stretch 
of State Street and most of the Capitol 
complex was on lockdown for nearly 
six hours Friday as authorities tried, 
without success, to confirm a report 
of a man reportedly seen carrying a 
gun into the building that houses the 
Vermont Tax Department.

The situation started shortly after 
11 a.m. and wrapped up moments 

after 5 p.m. That’s when Montpelier 
police confirmed an army of federal, 
state and local law enforcement had 
cleared the last of the buildings and 
were in the process of reopening the 
portion of State Street between Bailey 
Avenue and Taylor Street.

It was an anticlimactic develop-
ment, because the threat level steadily 
dropped as the afternoon wore on, 
and no sign of the reported weapon 
was detected.

By 1:45 p.m. a precautionary “lock 
out” at the city’s three schools was 
lifted and by 3 p.m. emergency dis-
patch authorities believed they were 
dealing with a “false alarm.” In an era 
of mass shootings, they weren’t taking 
any chances.

“We still have to take every report 
seriously,” she said.

Authorities did, swiftly isolating the 
road that runs by the massive building 
that houses the Tax Department, the 

neighboring State House, and the rest 
of the Capitol Complex.

Employees at 133 State St. were 
evacuated in stages and to different 
locations.

Part of the building was evacuated 
shortly after the call came in and the 
rest a couple of hours later. Some of 
those employees crossed the lawn to 
the State House and others used an 

MONTPELIER

Lockdown ends without incident
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An armed ATF agent walks to a vehicle along State Street in Montpelier Friday as much of the Capital Complex was locked down because of a threat.

By DAVID DELCORE

STAFF WRITER

BARRE — Days after pleading 
innocent to drug and gun charges 
stemming from his week-old arrest 
on Summer Street, a New Jersey 
man returned to the criminal 
courthouse in Barre on Friday 
because he is wanted in connection 
with a homicide in his home state.

Anthony Figueroa, 24, of Jersey 
City, New Jersey, was being held 
at the Northeast Correctional 

Complex in St. Johnsbury for lack 
of $25,000 bail in the wake of his 
Monday arraignment when New 
Jersey prosecutors say they charged 
him with first-degree murder and 
three related weapons charges.

All of those charges stem from a 
July 6 shooting in Elizabeth, New 
Jersey, that prosecutors there say 
claimed the life of 19-year-old Car-
los Rodriguez.

Prosecutors say Rodriguez was 
shot on the sidewalk of his home 

town shortly after 7 p.m. on July 6. 
He was transported to a hospital in 
Newark, New Jersey, where he was 
pronounced dead the next day.

Figueroa, who was arrested on 
Summer Street in Barre last Thurs-
day, has since been charged with 
that murder and during Friday’s 
court appearance was charged as a 
fugitive from justice.

Prosecutors say Figueroa will 
remain in custody in Vermont 
pending his extradition to New 

Jersey where he will be arraigned 
on the four newly filed charges.

Prosecutors said Figueroa was 
identified as a suspect in the near-
two-month-old murder, following 
an investigation that involved the 
Union County Homicide Task 
Force, the Elizabeth Police Depart-
ment the Union County Crime 
Scene Unit and Union County 
Police Department Ballistics Unit. 

MAN CHARGED AS FUGITIVE

Murder suspect is arrested
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Vitor Zucco Schizzi, from the Foundation CCB team, gets into an aerodynamic tuck position 
as he speeds down a hill Friday on the opening day of the Green Mountain Stage Race in 
Warren. The four-day race, the largest stage race east of the Mississippi, brings hundreds 
of racers to Vermont every year.

STAGE RACE TAKES OFF

By RICHARD LARDNER  

and MATTHEW PERRONE

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — E-ciga-
rette giant Juul Labs is facing 
mounting scrutiny from state 
law enforcement officials, 
with the attorneys general 
in Illinois and the District 
of Columbia investigating 
how the company’s block-
buster vaping device became 
so popular with underage 
teens, The Associated Press 
has learned.

The company’s rapid rise 
to the top of the multi-billion 
dollar U.S. e-cigarette mar-
ket has been accompanied 
by accusations from parents, 
politicians and public health 
advocates that Juul fueled a 
vaping craze among high 
schoolers. In addition to the 
ongoing inquiries in Illinois 
and the district, which had 
not been publicly disclosed 
before, four other state attor-
neys general are probing or 
suing Juul.

The company also is being 
investigated by members of 
Congress and federal health 
regulators and faces separate 
lawsuits from Juul users, both 
teens and adults.

Juul’s top executives have 
disputed allegations that 

they’ve marketed their prod-
ucts to teens, declaring that 
they’ve taken unprecedented 
steps to combat underage 
use of its e-cigarettes. The 
company has shut down its 
Facebook and Instagram 
pages and pulled several of 
its flavored products out of 
retail stores. Juul also backs 
federal legislation to raise the 
minimum age to purchase all 
tobacco products, including 
e-cigarettes, to 21 nationwide.

Juul  spokesman Ted 
Kwong declined to answer 
specific questions about the 
investigations in an emailed 
statement but reiterated past 
company steps to prevent 
youth use. Juul announced 
Thursday that 50 retail chains 
have pledged to adopt the 
company’s age-verification 
system, which requires sell-
ers to scan a customer’s ID 
before selling Juul products.

A senior I l l inois  law 
e n f o r c e m e n t  o f f i c i a l 
described to AP a wide-rang-
ing inquiry being conducted 
by the office of Illinois Attor-
ney General Kwame Raoul 
that is centered on whether 
Juul violated state consumer 
fraud laws and other statutes 

E-cig maker 
faces scrutiny 
across US

By MEG KINNARD

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

FLORENCE,  S .C .  — 
Health care is the focus of 
Democratic presidential 
hopeful Bernie Sanders’ 
second day of campaigning 
in the critical early-voting 
state of South Carolina, 
where lack of Medicaid 
expansion has left thou-
sands unable to obtain 
health coverage.

The Vermont senator 
is in Florence on Friday 
for a town hall meeting 
on “Medicare for All .” 
His signature proposal, 
relaunched in the Senate 
earlier this year, would 
replace job-based and indi-
vidual private health insur-
ance with a government-run 
plan that guarantees cover-
age for all with no premi-
ums, deductibles and only 

minimal copays for certain 
services.

Health care and how to 
reform the nation’s system 
is a critical debate among 
the candidates vying for the 
Democratic nomination. 
It’s under intense focus in 
states like South Carolina, 
home to the first-in-the-
South 2020 primary, which 

Sanders keeps health care 
focus in South Carolina
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