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His mittens
Not only the Bernie Sand-

ers pile-on about stylish 

handmade mittens, atten-

tion focuses on panoply of 

Inauguration Day fashion 

of high style in nation’s 

capital.  C1

Cool again
Because of one poised 

and on-point young poet 

on the steps of the Capi-

tol on Wednesday, poetry 

has retaken its relevance 

and power for a new 

generation.  C3

‘Unmasked’
Vermont artists respond to 

the year in quarantine with 

heightened creativity and 

brilliant artwork influenced 

by and created during the 

coronavirus pandemic.  D1

Towns to host vaccine sites

Council decides not to ‘defund’ police

Board hears of 
growing support 
to rename school 

By ERIC BLAISDELL

STAFF WRITER

MONTPELIER — State officials 
say 39 towns will have a vaccine site 
for those 75 years old and older 
starting next week.

At his regular Friday news confer-
ence, Gov. Phil Scott said the state 
will start phase two of the rollout 
for the novel coronavirus vaccine 
on Monday. The state so far has 

vaccinated health care workers, 
emergency responders, and res-
idents and staff at long-term care 
facilities. In an effort to keep peo-
ple from dying, state officials said 
the next priority would be older 
Vermonters who don’t live in long-
term care facilities. The vast major-
ity of the deaths from the virus 
in the state have reportedly been 
residents 65 years old or older.

“The science is very clear. The 
older you are, the more likely you 
are to die if you get COVID. With 
our limited supply of vaccines, in 
my world, we have a moral obliga-
tion to prioritize saving lives,” Scott 
said.

The governor cited the limited 
supply of vaccine the state is receiv-
ing, about 8,800 doses per week, as 
the reason why the state is focusing 

solely on older residents. He said if 
the state starts getting more doses, 
it can quickly ramp up and start 
broadening who gets a shot.

Mike Smith, secretary of the state 
Agency of Human Services, said 
next week only those 75 years old 
or older are eligible for the vaccine. 
Smith said it’ll take about 5 weeks to 

By DAVID DELCORE

STAFF WRITER

MONTPELIER — The City 
Council has a $14.7 million spend-
ing plan and at least a few people 
who say they can’t support that 
budget because it invests too heav-
ily in local law enforcement.

Amid renewed calls they cut fund-
ing for police, councilors approved 
the budget recommended by City 
Manager Bill Fraser and finalized 
the warning for the city’s Town 
Meeting Day elections during their 

virtual Thursday night meeting.
The second public hearing on 

Fraser’s budget proposal went a 
lot like the first, with residents 
urging councilors to address what 
they perceive as an unwarranted 
— and unwanted — investment in 
police while complaining about a 
budget process that lacked trans-
parency and a council that lacked 
backbone.

Those subjective critiques fol-
lowed Fraser’s explanation of the 
budget that calls for spending 

roughly $375,000 less than voters 
approved a year ago — a 2.5% 
reduction — but would require 
raising just more than $10 million 
in property taxes, an increase of 
roughly $66,000, or 0.6%.

If voters approve the budget, it 
would add less than a penny to the 
municipal portion of the tax rate 
and would push the projected tax 
rate increase facing Montpelier 
homeowners to 15.1 cents. Almost 
all of that increase — 14.4 cents — 
is tied to the $25.8 million school 

budget that will also be on the bal-
lot in March.

Responding to what have been 
persistent calls from some resi-
dents to reduce spending on law 
enforcement, Fraser described the 
assertion police spending is increas-
ing by 10.4% while other areas are 
being cut as “simplistic.”

For one thing, Fraser said the 
increase cited by police critics 
included emergency dispatch 

By LISA SCAGLIOTTI

WATERBURY ROUNDABOUT

WATERBURY — A com-
munity forum last month 
to discuss the history of 
Waterbury’s school’s name-
sake has started momentum 
toward considering chang-
ing the name of Thatcher 
Brook Primary School.

Last week, the Harwood 
Union Unif ied School 
Board heard from teachers 
and high school students 
who participated in the 
online community conver-
sation attended by nearly 
100 people to discuss the 
topic. It was hosted by the 
Waterbury Anti-Racism Coa-
lition, the Harwood Refu-
gee Outreach Club and the 

Waterbury Public Library.
“We believe the board 

should initiate a process 
to change the name of 
Thatcher Brook Primary 
School,” Harwood senior 
E l l ie  Odefey  to ld  the 
board. “We hope this pro-
cess includes a way that 
Partridge Thatcher and his 
connection to slavery and 
our community can be pre-
served so we can continue 
to learn from it.”

Odefey referred to the 
18th-century f igure in 
Waterbury’s history, Par-
tridge Thatcher, who hailed 
from New Milford, Conn., 
and was among the early 
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Leon Eggleston, of Montpelier, lights a trailside lantern Friday in preparation for Onion River Outdoors’ annual Snowshoe Romp in Hubbard Park. 
The event featured snowshoe demos and a candle-lighted trail through the woods near the Old Shelter.
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Ernie and Andrea Englehardt, of Middlesex, ski across a bridge over the North Branch of 
the Winooski River in Montpelier on Friday. The Montpelier Parks Department’s snowmobile 
is getting repaired so many of the trails around the city haven’t been groomed recently 
but conditions are still excellent.

SNOWSHOE ROMP

EXCELLENT CONDITIONS
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