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Good Samaritan ups the stakes

Northfield honors its fallen

Budget 
optimism, 
worries

By DAVID DELCORE

STAFF WRITER

BERLIN — When it comes to 
Good Samaritan Haven’s bid to buy, 
redevelop and reopen the Twin City 
Motel as a hub for the homeless, the 
price of failure ticked up heading 
into the holiday weekend.

What was a refundable deposit on 
the Barre-Montpelier Road property 
isn’t any more. That deadline passed 

on Friday — less than 24 hours after 
a hastily arranged meeting of the 
Berlin Select Board turned out to 
be all talk and no action.

That wasn’t the plan, according to 
Rick DeAngelis, executive director 
of Good Samaritan Haven.

DeAngelis had hoped to check at 
least one more box off a daunting to-do 
list by securing the board’s endorsement 
before pushing more money into the 

middle of the table in what amounts to 
a multi-million dollar bet.

While the Select Board will 
have to sign off on the project for 
DeAngelis to eventually leverage 
operating funds from the state 
Department of Children & Families, 
that can’t happen until after all local 
permits for the project have been 
obtained.

DeAngelis discovered that after 

asking for the meeting, but before it 
convened and a short-handed board 
that has been cautiously supportive 
of the project was told it couldn’t 
yet do anything to help advance it.

It probably doesn’t matter, 
because unless it’s members were 
prepared to oppose the proposal, 
Friday’s deadline would have come 

By ERIC BLAISDELL

STAFF WRITER

NORTHFIELD — The rain didn’t 
keep residents away with around 50 
people in attendance for a Memorial 
Day event in Northfield Monday.

The event to remember those who 
lost their lives while serving in the mil-
itary was held on Depot Square and 
put on by American Legion Post 63.

It was a cloudy, wet morning, but 
there was still a strong turnout for the 

annual event. After the ceremony, 
residents were offered hot dogs and 
other refreshments at the Legion.

The event started with the rec-
itation of the pledge of allegiance 
and then the National Anthem was 
played. A wreath was laid in front of 
the Civil War monument which sits 
on the common.

Col. Michael D. Krause, retired, the 
post’s historian, said the day is about 
“service above self.”

“We honor our fallen comrades 
here, not only historically, but I’m 
going to suggest personally. We’re 
here to commemorate those who 
served and those who continue to 
serve,” Krause said.

He also called the event “the 
great unmasking” because no one 
in attendance at the outdoor event 
had a mask on. Krause said he was 
delighted to see unmasked neigh-
bors and the event marked the 

beginning of the end of the coro-
navius pandemic.

Krause told stories about events 
he had witnessed or was involved in, 
to personalize the holiday and what 
it stands for.

He said it’s been nearly 20 years 
since the attacks on Sept. 11, 2001. 
Krause said he was in attendance for 
a 9/11 memorial in New York City 

By KEITH WHITCOMB JR. 

STAFF WRITER

MONTPELIER — It’s been two weeks 
since the Legislature adjourned, approv-
ing a $7.35 billion budget. The leaders of 
the House and Senate are now looking 
ahead with both optimism and concern.

“Honestly, I feel really good about the 
work that we did, and what I’m very con-
cerned about right now is just how the 
financial picture nationally is going to 
impact the work that we do here in Ver-
mont,” said Senate President Pro Tempore 
Becca Balint D-Windham, on Wednesday. 
“I’m watching the concerns about infla-
tion and I’m certainly hearing it here 

PHOTO BY LISA SCAGLIOTTI

Members of the American Legion Post 50 in Waterbury take part in Monday’s Memorial Day ceremony 
along with the Waterbury Historical Society. Approximately 50 people gathered at Hope Cemetery in steady 
rain for a program honoring the sacrifices of U.S. service members and commemorating the women’s 
suffrage movement in honor of the 2020 centennial of the 19th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution. Last 
year’s ceremony to mark that milestone was canceled due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
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Dr. Michael D. Krause, a retired colonel from the U.S. Army, addressed the crowd assembled in Northfield on Monday morning as part of the town’s 
Memorial Day remembrance. More photos from the event appear today on page A5 and online at www.timesargus.com
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