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Just as a reminder: In 

March we also suspended 

all walk-in traffic to our 

offices. While the governor 

has lifted restrictions on 

some retail outlets, our 

offices remain closed. 

We encourage our loyal 

subscribers and advertisers 

to call us when paying bills, 

renewing subscriptions, 

placing ads or sharing 

news tips. Our customer 

service representatives are 

eager to assist you. Feel 

free to call 800-244-2131. 

We are grateful for your 

support, and wish you all 

good health.

BURLINGTON, Vt. — 
The state of Vermont is 
preparing to close some of 
the surge sites that were set 
up across the state in case 
COVID-19 infections over-
whelmed its hospitals.

WCAX-TV reports that 
pop-up sites, like the one 
at the Spartan Arena in 
Rutland, were designed 
for non-COVID patients in 
case hospitals became inun-
dated with patients who did 
have the coronavirus.

The Rutland site, which 
could handle 150 patients, 

was never used.
Human Services Secre-

tary Mike Smith says the 
sites in Rutland, St. Albans 
and Barre will be the first 
to close.

If conditions change, the 
sites could be reopened.

SWIMMING HOLE 
SAFETY

A nonprofit group that 
protects public access to 
some swimming holes 
in Vermont’s rivers and 
streams is urging people 
who use them to be safe.

The advice from The Ver-
mont River Conservancy, 
which works to protect land 
along the state’s waterways, 
comes as the state is getting 
its first dose of extended 
hot, summer weather.

The conservancy says 
that the swimming holes 
it protects will have signs 
by the organization that 
says  people  shouldn’t 
visit if they are sick, avoid 
areas that do not allow a 
minimum 6-foot distance, 
urges swimmers not to lin-
ger too long and to make 

space for others.
The conservancy says 

people should not wear a 
mask while swimming, but 
they should wear masks 
along the trails to and from 
the swimming holes.

Executive Director Steve 
Libby says the swimming 
holes are places to enjoy on 
a hot day where people can 
recharge during unsettling 
times.

“We rely strongly on the 
respectful behavior of vis-
itors to ensure these sites 
can remain open during 

the pandemic, and are 
cared for and maintained 
for years to come,” he said 
in a news release posted to 
the organization’s website.

THE NUMBERS
On Tuesday, the Ver-

mont Health Department 
reported five new cases of 
people who have tested 
positive for the novel coro-
navirus that causes COVID-
19, bringing the total to just 
under 970. The number of 
deaths remains unchanged 
at 54.

Vermont prepares to close some 
‘surge sites’ as virus wanes

BURLINGTON, Vt. — 

One of Burlington’s major 

vehicle routes is going 

to be closed for much of 

the day Tuesday while the 

Vermont National Guard 

and the Vermont Food-

bank distribute meals to 

neighbors in need.

Burlington police say 

Route 127, better known as 

the beltline, will be closed 

Tuesday to through-traffic 

in both directions from 

7 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Drivers who are coming 

to get food will be allowed 

to get on Route 127 from 

the northern end, via 

Plattsburg Avenue in Burl-

ington or from Heineberg 

Drive.

Vehicles will proceed 

southbound. The food dis-

tribution site will be near 

the North Avenue exit.

A number of upcom-

ing food distribution 

events are being planned 

throughout the state.

Vermont 

National Guard 

continues food 

distribution
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The Latest on the effects 
of the coronavirus outbreak 
on sports around the world:

The Miami Dolphins are 
turning their field into a 
drive-in theatre.

The team announced 
plans for a theater inside 
the stadium that will accom-
modate up to 230 cars. In 
addition, a new open-air 
theater on the stadium 
plaza will host small groups. 
Classic movies and com-
mencements will be among 
the events shown, and social 
distancing will be observed.

“We’ve spent several 
weeks planning this to be 
able to provide people 
with a safe option to go out 
and enjoy movies, classic 
Dolphins content, con-
certs, and celebrate 2020 

graduates,” Dolphins CEO 
Tom Garfinkel said in a 
statement Tuesday.

Oklahoma will re-open 
its facilities for voluntary 
football workouts on 
July 1 — about two 
weeks later than the 
Big 12 Conference has 
allowed.

The school made the 
announcement on Tuesday.

Big 12 presidents and 
chancellors met last Friday 
and decided voluntary activ-
ities could begin June 15 
for football, July 1 for other 
fall sports and July 15 for all 
other sports.

Oklahoma football has 
chosen a careful approach. 
The athletic department’s 
medicine staff  coordi -
nated with the OU Health 
Sciences Center, Norman 

campus student health offi-
cials, independent in-state 
and out-of-state infectious 
disease experts and public 
health specialists before 
making the decision.

“Our medical personnel 
have told us that the safest 
thing we can do is keep 
our players off campus for 
as long as possible,” Okla-
homa coach Lincoln Riley 
said. “We chose the latest 
point that we could bring 
them back and still have 
enough time to prepare.”

The school said other 
student-athletes will return 
later this summer in a 
phased approach. Athletes 
will be evaluated for clear-
ance by the Oklahoma 
medical staff and will be 
continuously monitored 
and expected to adhere to 
several safety protocols and 

guidelines.

Milwaukee Brewers 
owner Mark Attanasio 
says he would prefer 
that his team hold 
preseason workouts 
in Milwaukee rather 
than its spring training 
home in Arizona if 
Major League Baseball 
decides to resume its 
season.

Attanasio said it would be 
a “real boost for everyone” 
to “bring the boys back in 
town” as he joined Brewers 
general manager David 
Stearns and manager Craig 
Counsell in a Zoom session 
with the Greater Milwaukee 
Committee, a group of area 
business leaders.

Attanasio acknowledged 
the team first would have 
to go through the “medical 

protocols” and assure local 
and state officials that the 
preseason workouts can be 
done safely at Miller Park.

Also during the session, 
S tearns  d i scus sed  the 
Brewers’ COVID-19 testing 
plans and said that Coun-
sell would have his own 
assigned seat in the home 
dugout as part of the team’s 
social distancing guidelines.

Counsell and Attanasio 
both noted that the short-
ened schedule would make 
it more important than ever 
for teams to keep their play-
ers healthy. Counsell noted 
how that might impact his 
managerial approach.

“It’s going to be import-
ant that we’re, I think, pru-
dent with how much with 
how much usage all our 
players can have early in the 
season,” Counsell said.

Dolphins turning field into drive-in theatre

KRISTOPHER RADDER

Tim Wessel, of Brattleboro, Vt., holds his 2-year-old son, Declan, as he reaches out for a mask that was hanging from a tree in Pliny Park, in Brattle-
boro, on Tuesday, May 26, 2020. A sign on the tree encouraged people to take a free mask to help out during the COVD-19 pandemic.
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