
Cabot-sized regret in Act 46?

Vermonters raise $64K for warmth

State on Act 46: ‘Merger, it is’

Democrat flips US 
House seat in Maine 
ranked balloting

By DAVID DELCORE

STAFF WRITER

BARRE — It’s still written in pen-
cil, but the print is much bolder 
than it was two weeks ago as the 
state Board of Education is now 
one motion away from adopting a 
plan for dealing with districts that 
didn’t merge under Act 46.

Acknowledging their work 
could be challenged in court, the 
board made a couple of lingering 

decisions Thursday, cleared up 
some procedural problems and 
set the stage for adoption of the 
statewide plan, slated to take place 
at a Nov. 28 meeting in St. Albans.

Dozens of school districts around 
the state, including several in cen-
tral Vermont, inched closer to 
mergers the board appears poised 
to compel.

By ERIC BLAISDELL

STAFF WRITER

MONTPELIER — This 14th 
annual Wheels for Warmth event 
brought in more than $64,000 that 
will be used as home-heating aid 
for low-income Vermonters.

The event, which takes place 
around the state during the last 
weekend in October, also provides 
tires for those in need by way of tire 
donations and gets worn tires out 
of the waste stream. Donated tires 
are inspected by the Department of 
Motor Vehicles to make sure they 
are safe for driving for a full season.

Richard Wobby, coordinator of 
the event, said words alone couldn’t 
begin to express his gratitude for 
the event’s results and to those that 
made the event happen.

“Each year I wonder how it could 
even be possible to raise the bar 
forward, but somehow it always 
seems like we pull together and 
make that happen,” Wobby said.

He said this year’s event brought 
in $64,000, over 1,900 tires were 
sold and over 2,700 tires were 

recycled. Over its 14-year lifespan, 
Wobby said the event has recycled 
over 33,000 tires, nearly 21,000 tires 
sold and over $496,000 raised for 
emergency fuel assistance programs 

throughout the state.
Gov. Phil Scott started the event 

when he was a state senator. Scott 
said he remembers watching the 
success of the Karen Kitzmiller 

Memorial Winter Coat Drive in 
Montpelier and thinking what he 
could bring to the table to help 
Vermonters.

“I thought about all the tires that 
I had in my garage, in my basement 
that were still good, still viable. … 
I didn’t have the time to sell them 
and I thought there must be others 
who have the same problem that I 
have and there were,” he said.

Scott, a Republican, said they 
raised about $10,000 that first year 
and its grown ever since.

The money raised is going to 
three organizations that offer fuel 
assistance to low-income residents. 
Capstone Community Action in 
Barre will get about $27,000, BROC 
Community Action in Rutland will 
get about $20,000 and Champlain 
Valley Office of Economic Oppor-
tunity in Burlington will get about 
$12,000.

Brian Tagliaferro, director of 
resource development and grants at 
Capstone, said Wheels for Warmth 

By DAVID DELCORE

STAFF WRITER

BARRE — When it comes to the 
freshly failed merger of the two-
town, three-school Barre Super-
visory Union the state Board of 
Education cast what amounted to 
a tie-breaking vote on Thursday. 
Merger it is!

Ten days after Barre voters 
overwhelmingly approved the Act 
46-inspired merger for the second 
time in two years only to see their 
counterparts in Barre Town handily 
reject it for a third straight time, 

the state board finally weighed in.
Breaking its silence on the local 

merger that produced mixed 
results at the polls last week, the 
board provisionally agreed to 
impose it as part of the broader 
statewide plan it is scheduled to 
adopt when it meets on Nov. 28 in 
St. Albans. The vote was 9-1, and 
judging from the board’s discus-
sion a change of heart isn’t likely.

Even John Carroll, who cast the 
lone dissent, said he wasn’t fazed 

By MARINA VILLENEUVE

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

AUGUSTA, Maine — A 
Democrat who trailed a 
Republican incumbent in a 
costly U.S. House race came 
from behind to emerge as 
the victor Thursday follow-
ing extra rounds of tabu-
lations under Maine’s new 
voting system that’s facing 
a legal challenge.

Election officials declared 
Jared Golden the winner, 
f l ipping the seat  held 
by two-term Rep. Bruce 
Poliquin, after a federal 
judge declined to halt 

tabulations in the state’s 
ranked-choice voting system 
used in last week’s election. 
It was the first time an 
incumbent has lost that seat 
in more than 100 years.

T h e  o u t c o m e  w a s  a 
dramatic reversal in the 
nation’s only test of the 
ranked-choice voting sys-
tem used for the first time 
in U.S. House and Senate 
races. Golden’s election 
fur ther  s t rengthens  a 
majority for Democrats 
who swept into power in 
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Wilson Bedoya, an artist with Evergreen Architectural Arts, paints the ornate ceiling of the Cedar Creek Room on Thursday in the State House. 
The historic chamber is getting a major facelift during a month-long project.
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Jake Campbell, from Treeworks, installs a wreath on a lamp post Thursday in down-
town Montpelier. About 60 wreaths are being hung for the holidays this year.
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Saturday
MEMBERS SHOW

3-floor fine art and craft extrava-

ganza. 4-6 p.m. Studio Place Arts, 

201 N. Main St., Barre, 479-7069.

“(Democrats) need 

to continue to come 

together, focus 

its message, and 

start developing 

solid candidates. 

Democrats, including 

Dean, have long 

been criticized for 

being too passive, 

too soft and too 

compassionate 

when the chips were 

down.”
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Wheels for Warmth coordinator Richard Wobby, of Northfield, announces the 
results of this year’s annual tire recycling and resale event during a press 
conference Thursday at the Association of General Contractors in Montpelier.
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