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Today
L INE DANCING

Line Dancing class. $5, 3:30 p.m. 

Barre Area Senior, 131 South Main St. 

#4, Barre, bascdirector@yahoo.com, 

802-479-9512.

“A recent call 

by a national 

coalition of mental 

health advocates 

for presidential 

candidates to focus 

on mental health 

issues is timely and 

valuable.”

Editorial, A4

In the news
A Williamstown man is ar-

raigned on burglary charges 

for breaking into LBJ’s Gro-

cery in Worcester.  A2

Additional motions are filed in 

the case of a gynecologist ac-

cused of artificially inseminating 

a patient in the 1970s.  A3

Council to review group’s role

School projects are winding down

School districts receive 
grants toward inclusion

Rama Schneider 
pegged to find 
middle ground

By STEPHEN MILLS

STAFF WRITER

MONTPELIER — The City 
Council will be asked to review rec-
ommendations for a task force to 
address the issue of homelessness 
in the Capital City at a meeting at 
City Hall tonight (Wednesday), at 
6:30 p.m.

Last month, the council rejected 
a call for a “no loitering” ordinance 

to move the homeless and itinerant 
population off downtown streets. 
Instead, the council called for the 
formation of a task force to address 
the issues of the homeless and 
services that could be provided to 
alleviate their plight.

The issue followed complaints 
by local landlord David Kelley and 
other local business owners about 
sidewalks and business entrances 

being blocked, aggressive panhan-
dling, cigarette smoke wafting into 
businesses, public intoxication and 
drug dealing.

But Kelley’s request for a no 
loitering ordinance was dismissed 
by the council as legally unenforce-
able unless laws were being broken, 
after consulting with the Montpe-
lier Police Department.

Instead, several local people and 

city representatives spoke in favor 
of efforts to support the homeless 
population and the council agreed 
to establish a task force to address 
the conflict in the city.

In a memorandum to the council, 
City Manager Bill Fraser acknowl-
edged the problems on city streets.

“There is some conflict that 

By DAVID DELCORE

STAFF WRITER

BARRE — With a series of sum-
mer projects nearing a frenzied 
finish in the two-town, three-school 
Barre Unified Union School Dis-
trict a new one was nearly added to 
the list this week.

However, some test digging at 
Spaulding High School on Tuesday 
ruled out the quick fix Facilities 
Director Jamie Evans was hoping 

for, which means he’ll be using an 
oil-fired boiler to heat the school’s 
gymnasium this winter.

Evans warned members of the 
School Board’s facilities commit-
tee of that “worst-case scenario” 
on Monday explaining there was 
a detectable drop in water pres-
sure in the line that runs from the 
school’s wood chip boiler to its 
gymnasium. At the time, he hoped, 
the leak was in one of couple of 

easy to repair locations, but test dig-
ging conducted Tuesday confirmed 
that isn’t the case.

“We found out what we needed 
to know,” Evans said Tuesday after-
noon, confirming that the pipe 
is leaking in an area that would 
require ripping up a portion of 
parking lot to repair.

With summer vacation coming 
to a close and a secondary heating 
source for the gym available Evans 

made the easy call.
“We’ll tackle it next summer,” he 

said.
Though heating the gym with 

oil instead of wood chips will be 
marginally more expensive, Evans 
said he’d much prefer to plan for 
the disruptive repair than squeeze 
it in two weeks before school starts.

Fortunately the gymnasium, 

By KATE BARCELLOS

STAFF WRITER

BARRE — The Agency 
of Education on Tuesday 
awarded $200,000 in Equity 
Literacy Grants to 13 school 
districts for seven projects 
state-wide, according to a 
news release from the agency.

“We received applications 
requesting approximately 
$487,000,” said Secretary of 
Education Dan French. “It 
was particularly exciting to 
see districts and supervisory 
unions working together to 
create joint proposals to 
benefit Vermont students.”

One such joint proposal 
comes from the Orleans 
Southwest  Supervisory 
Union, Montpelier Roxbury 
School District, and South-
west Vermont Supervisory 
Union which received a 

By DAVID DELCORE

STAFF WRITER

WILLIAMSTOWN — 
Rama Schneider has  a 
new assignment, and it 
might make quarterback-
ing the committee that 
brokered the voter-ap-
proved merger of school 
districts in Williamstown 
and nearby Northfield 
look like a cake walk.

D u r i n g  i t s  M o n d a y 
night meeting, the Select 
B o a r d  u n a n i m o u s l y 
appointed Schneider to 
serve as chairman of a 
reconfigured committee 
that  wi l l  t r y  yet  aga in 
to  develop a  proposal 
that  could open some 
town roads up for use by 
all-terrain vehicles.

S o m e ,  l i k e  S c h n e i -
der, have characterized 
the effort as a quest for 
compromise while oth-
ers — on both sides of 
the divisive issue — have 
equated it to hunting for 
unicorns. Those who hold 
the latter view have been 
r ight  thus far  because 
head ing  in to  Monday 
n i g h t ’ s  m e e t i n g  t h e 

debate over an ill-defined 
ATV ordinance had, for 
the  most  part ,  been a 
wheel-spinning waste of 
time.

Bogged down by con-
troversy, confusion, frus-
tration and a fair amount 
of finger-pointing an ear-
lier version of the com-
mittee was on the verge 
of disbanding after three 
meetings.

Enter, Schneider.
T h e  f o r m e r  s c h o o l 

b o a r d  m e m b e r  w h o 
served as chairman of the 
committee that proposed 
what  i s  now the Paine 
Mountain School District, 
Schneider offered to try 
to help the committee 
work through what  he 
acknowledged were deep 
differences of opinion.

“This is a touch subject. 
There’s no doubt about 
i t , ”  Schneider  sa id  in 
what may have been the 
understatement of the 
evening.

“ T h e r e ’ s  a  l o t  o f 
angst  and  obv ious l y  a 

JEB WALLACE-BRODEUR / STAFF PHOTO

Teo and Joe Calcagni, right, from Granite Corp. of Barre, remove granite blocks Tuesday from the base of a huge lamp pedestal outside the State 
House in Montpelier. The blocks will be resurfaced and the pedestal rebuilt at a later date.

JEB WALLACE-BRODEUR / STAFF PHOTO

Architect Tolya Stonorov, right, from Stonorov Workshop, looks over some signage 
with builder Erich Auer, from Craft Design Build, during renovations to the former One 
More Time space on Main Street, in Montpelier recently. The space will house retail 
and production facilities for Rabble Rouser, which is a rebranding of Nutty Steph’s 
as it transitions to a cooperatively owned company.

STEP UP

RABBLE ROUSERATV DEBATE IN WILLIAMSTOWN

HOMELESSNESS IN THE CAPITAL CITY

See ATVs, page  A8

See Schools, page  A8

See Role, page  A8

See Equity, page  A8


