
SUBSCRIBER

OF THE DAY WINNER

LOUIS

RENAUD

East Barre

CALL 802-479-4040 

TO CLAIM YOUR PRIZE

 � JAN. 14, 2020 DRAWS
Midday: 3-4-3 and 1-2-0-9
Evening: 6-7-8 and 0-5-3-0
New York State
6-7-5 LS18 and 7-6-7-3 LS23

Weather A2

Editorial A4

Op-ed A4

Obituaries A5

Advice A6

Horoscope A6

Comics A6

Calendar A7

Sports B1-3

Scoreboard B2

Business B4

Marketplace B5

TV Listings B6

  SPOTLIGHT

  HOT SPOT

  SOCIAL

  LOTTERY

  CONNECT

  INDEX

Wednesday, January 15, 2020 www.timesargus.com

High 36

Low 25

$1.00

 � SUBSCRIBE:
www.TimesArgus.com
800-498-4296

 �NEWS TIPS:
news@timesargus.com
802-477-1203

Like us on Facebook 
to enjoy Times 
Argus videos and 
podcasts: facebook.
com/timesargus

Insta

Thursday
BALLET BARRE 

WORKOUT

Develop strength, flexibility, balance 

and calm. Includes weights and floor-

work. . $11 w/card, 5:15-6:15 p.m. 

Contemporary Dance and Fitness Stu-

dio, 18 Langdon St. 3rd floor walk up, 

Montpelier, info@cdandfs.comcastbiz.

net, 802-229-4676.

“Most people 

who read their 

local newspaper 

are grateful for 

the coverage. 

Sometimes, it is 

quaint and folksy. 

Other times it is 

gritty. Only on 

occasion does our 

local news coverage 

border on scary, 

which is a blessing.”

Editorial, A4

In the news
Police logs from around the 
region.  A2

The North Calais Memorial 
Hall Association is celebrat-
ing a $100,000 grant that 
will significantly advance the 
renovation of the lakeside 
landmark.  A3

Board rescinds manager firing

‘Conspiracy of goodwill’

Schwartz set to retire

Warren: Sanders 
didn’t think a 
woman could win

By DAVID DELCORE

STAFF WRITER

WILLIAMSTOWN — Town Man-
ager Jackie Higgins won’t be termi-
nated, the Select Board is suddenly 
short-handed, a controversial ATV 
ordinance cleared a key hurdle and 
municipal budgets voters will be 
asked to approve on Town Meeting 

Day are now set.
Monday was a busy night in Wil-

liamstown where a standing room 
only crowd packed the high school 
library and watched the board 
rescind last week’s, 3-2, vote in 
favor of taking steps to terminate 
Higgins.

Monday night’s  vote came 

moments after one board member 
— Chris Wade — resigned “effec-
tive immediately” and another — 
Jessica Worn — fought back tears 
while acknowledging she had seri-
ously considered doing the same 
amid hostile blowback over last 
Wednesday’s split decision.

The latter decision didn’t last 
long, but it wasn’t curiosity over 
Higgins’ job security that attracted 

more than 100 people to a pub-
lic meeting that was sandwiched 
between executive sessions.

The draw Monday night was the 
ATV ordinance, though those for 
and against that proposal had to 
wait until after latest local govern-
ment drama played itself out.

Wade didn’t.

By STEPHEN MILLS

STAFF WRITER

BARRE — A prototype of a tiny 
house as one solution for tackling 
homelessness and mental illness 
was hailed on Tuesday at a celebra-
tion of the project.

Designed and built by Norwich 
University students, the LIFT house 
is a 360-square-foot, energy-efficient 
home for a homeless person with 
mental health issues who would not 

fit in well in an apartment complex 
or shared-living housing situation. 
The students named the project 
the LIFT house with the idea that 
the concept and structure itself 
could help lift someone out of a 
difficult situation.

The front of the house features 
a broader opening, with a kitchen 
and room for a sofa and table. The 
roof slopes down toward the back 
of the house, which includes a 

bathroom with a washer and dryer 
and a walk-in shower, and a bed-
room with room for a queen-sized 
bed and full closet.

Energy efficiency is a key part 
of the project, with a tight build-
ing envelope, cellulose-insulated 
walls, triple-glaze windows and a 
high-efficiency heat pump and 
ventilation system. The installa-
tion of solar panels would make 
the building net-zero in terms of 

energy efficiency. It is estimated 
it cost about $75,000 to build the 
house but it is expected costs could 
be reduced for future buildings.

The tiny house is situated on 
Brook Street in Barre City donated 
by former Barre mayor Thomas 
Lauzon, where a second, similar 
house will be sited after its comple-
tion by Norwich University students 

By ERIC BLAISDELL

STAFF WRITER

BARRE – The executive 
director of the Barre Area 
Development  Corp.  i s 
retiring, handing over the 
recent “Rock Solid” brand-
ing effort to a successor.

Joel Schwartz was hired 
as the head of the BADC 
in 2013. He’s told the orga-
nization’s board he’ll stick 
around until the end of 
the year to help train and 

work with his replacement, 
but if that process happens 
quickly,  he’l l  move on 
sooner.

Schwartz said Tuesday 
he decided to retire now 
in part because the orga-
nization is in the process 
of a branding effort called 
“Rock Solid.” The initiative 
is aimed at attracting new 
families, businesses and 
visitors to the city and town.

Schwartz said he’s more 

of a project person, where 
his career has been focused 
on starting and finishing 
projects he’s managing, 
instead of marketing. So 
he felt the organization 
would be better served by 
someone with a stronger 
focus on and better skills 
for marketing.

“I just know I’m not the 
right person for some of the 

By WILL WEISSERT

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — Eliz-
abeth Warren says fellow 
Democratic presidential 
candidate Bernie Sanders 
told her when they met pri-
vately in 2018 that he didn’t 
think a woman could win 
the White House.

Sanders has denied that. 
But the Massachusetts sen-
ator said in a statement 
Monday that during their 
two-hour meeting two years 
ago to discuss the 2020 elec-
tion, “among the topics that 
came up was what would 
happen if Democrats nom-
inated a female candidate. 
I thought a woman could 
win; he disagreed.”

The dispute marked an 
extraordinary turning point 
in a Democratic primary 
that, with few exceptions, 
has been characterized 
by genial differences over 
domestic issues such as 
health care. The feud brew-
ing between Warren and 
Sanders will likely change 
the tone of the campaign 
going into Tuesday’s debate 
and comes less than three 
weeks before the Iowa 
caucuses launch the Demo-
cratic contest. It also marks 

a jarring split between the 
two longtime progressive 
allies, potentially giving an 
opening for a more mod-
erate rivals such as former 
Vice President Joe Biden to 
attempt unifying the party.

In her statement, War-
ren said she and Sanders 
“have far more in common 
than our differences on 
punditry.”

“I’m in this race to talk 
about what’s broken in this 
country and how to fix it — 
and that’s what I’m going to 
continue to do,” she said. “I 
know Bernie is in the race 
for the same reason. We 
have been friends and allies 
in this fight for a long time, 
and I have no doubt we will 
continue to work together 
to defeat Donald Trump 
and put our government 
on the side of the people.”

CNN first reported Sand-
ers’ comment earlier Mon-
day, based on the accounts 
of anonymous people with 
knowledge of the meeting. 
That drew a swift and strong 
denial from Sanders, a Ver-
mont senator, who said, “It 
is ludicrous to believe that 
at the same meeting where 
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Barre Area Development Executive Director Joel Schwartz has given his notice of retirement.
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Also: ATV ordinance clears hurdle

Community celebrates tiny house project
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Partners in Norwich University’s Design + Build LIFT House get their first look Tuesday at the “tiny home” on Brook Street in Barre.
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See Higgins, page  A8

See Tiny , page  A8

See BADC, page  A8See Sanders, page  A8


