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Parro’s Gun Shop and Police Supplies has been 

proudly serving public safety offi cers for over 

30 years. We understand the importance and 

commitment of our Hometown Heroes and thank 

them for their service and commitment.

Parro’s Gun Shop & Police Supplies Inc.

95 US RT 2, Waterbury, VT 05676  •  802.244.8401
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ALEX SMITH

The Hunger Mountain Co-op Brown 

Bag Summer Concert Series is 

Montpelier Alive’s series of free 

and fun lunch-time concerts. 

12-1 p.m. City Hall Plaza, 39 Main St., 

Montpelier, director@montpelieralive.

org, 802-223-9604.
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Voting system vulnerable

Herbalist recalled as ‘powerhouse’

Council ponders weather vane’s worth

By PETER HIRSCHFELD

VERMONT PUBLIC RADIO

Elections security experts have 
discovered new ways to manipulate 
the type of voting machine used in 
Vermont, but local elections offi-
cials say it’s unlikely that bad actors 
could exploit those vulnerabilities 
to change the results of an election.

At a recent technology con-
ference in Las Vegas, ethical 

hackers from across the country 
tried to infiltrate some of the voting 
machines used in U.S. elections.

Probing for vulnerabilities in 
ballot tabulators is an annual tra-
dition at the DEF CON Hacking 
Conference. This year, however, 
hackers tried to gain access to the 
same type of voting machine used 
by 135 towns in Vermont.

Montpelier City Clerk John 

Odum retr ieved one of  the 
machines from a vault last week 
and placed it on a desk in his office. 
It’s a pretty ancient-looking piece 
of technology — like something 
you might have seen in a middle 
school computer room in the early 
1990s.

“As I understand it, the memory 
cards that we use, the technology 
was originally developed for the 

original Tandy laptops,” Odum 
said, “so this is some old stuff.”

The machine is called an Accu-
Vote, and its name is clearly meant 
to inspire confidence in the results 
it spits out. But when white-hat 
hackers set to work on this tabula-
tor at DEF CON earlier this month, 
they quickly found all kinds of ways 

By ERIC BLAISDELL

STAFF WRITER

WOODBUR Y — The 
life of well-known herbalist 
Annie McCleary is being 
celebrated after she died 
from pancreatic cancer 
Tuesday morning.

McCleary was a key figure 
in the herbalist community 
in Vermont. She was 71.

Larken Bunce, executive 
director of the Vermont 
Center for Integrative Herb-
alism, said McCleary ran a 
few important herbal busi-
nesses and created a com-
munity over many decades. 
For the past several years, 
McCleary was running the 
Wisdom of the Herbs School 
in Woodbury.

Bunce said McCleary was 
one of the first people in the 
state to sell tinctures — plant 
extracts — at local co-ops.

“She was one of our first 
local herbal businesses,” 
Bunce said.

She sa id  McClear y ’s 
teaching was foundational 
in getting people edu-
cated on and familiar with 
wild edibles. Bunce said 
McCleary taught people 
how to connect with the 
landscape.

Whi le  McClear y  was 
known to herbalists out-
side the state, Bunce said 
she was  committed to 
educating those living in 
Vermont about edible and 
medicinal plants. Bunce 
said education is important 
these days especially given 
the challenges seen in this 
economic climate.

“There’s a lack of access 
to health care for many 

By DAVID DELCORE

STAFF WRITER

BARRE — As the Weather 
Vane Turns?

The cast of characters has 
changed with the exception 
of two — both now in new 
roles — but a once-popular 
City Council soap opera 
could be making a come-
back thanks to fresh ques-
tions about the value of the 
antique weather vane that 
once graced the “drying 
tower” of the city’s former 
fire station.

Forged for $75 in 1903 
the weather vane, which 
depicts a “flying” horse-
drawn hook-and-ladder 
truck, was the subject of a 
couple of unsolicited offers 
more than a dozen years 
ago and has since been 
insured for $1.2 million.

In 2007 – months after 
a photograph of the hand-
some, hammered copper 
weather vane made the 
cover of the city’s annual 

report – a council, which 
then included City Manager 
Steve Mackenzie and City 
Clerk Carol Dawes, rejected 
a Connecticut auctioneer’s 

jaw-dropping offer to buy it 
for $950,000.

Mackenzie ,  who was 
ab s en t  due  t o  i l l ne s s 
Tuesday night, made the 
12-year-old motion that was 
unanimously approved and 
Dawes was instrumental in 
helping craft the agreement 
that led to the valuable relic 
being placed on public dis-
play at the Vermont History 
Center later that year.

End of story?
I t  was  unt i l  Tuesday 

night when councilors 
tabled action on what some 
viewed as a head-scratch-
ing proposal to engage 
an appraiser to assess the 
value of the weather vane 
they were told costs the 
city nearly $2,300 a year to 
insure.

In Mackenzie’s absence, 

Mayor  Lucas  Herr ing 
suggested there were two 
potential justif ications 
to invest what councilors 
were told would be roughly 
$1,550 in an appraisal.

One, Herring said, would 
be to determine whether 
the weather vane is appro-
priately insured. The city, 
he said, could save money 
by insuring it for less.

That explanation didn’t 
fly far with Councilor John 
Steinman.

“Why are we doing this?” 
Steinman asked. “Couldn’t 
we just decide to insure it 
for a lesser amount and pay 
less annually? Why do we 
have to spend thousands of 
dollars to do that?”

Herring said there was 
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Ashley Pletcher, of Keystone Equine Entertainment, right, leads Byron Doyle, of Montpelier, during a Trick Riding lesson at Breckenridge Farm 
in Barre on Wednesday.

MORE THAN ONE TRICK

ANNIE MCCLEARY
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Annie McCleary works in her Woodbury herb and vegetable garden.
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The Barre Firehouse Weather Vane is seen on display at 
the Vermont History Center in Barre on Wednesday. The 
hammered copper piece, created in 1903, depicts a “flying 
team” of horses pulling a hook and ladder wagon.

See Hackers, page  A7

See McCleary, page  A7

See Council, page  A7


