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Tuesday
BROWN BAG  

CONCERT SERIES

The Revenants play Montpelier 

Alive’s series of free and fun 

lunch-time concerts. 12-1 p.m. City 

Hall Plaza, 39 Main Street, Montpelier, 

director@montpelieralive.org, 802-

223-9604.

“It’s difficult to 

know what Trump 

really thinks about 

anything, besides his 

fixation on himself, 

but the conservative 

Republicans whom 

he has enabled 

are committed 

to reducing 

government’s role in 

almost every sphere 

of our national life ...”

Editorial, A4

In the news
This weekend in Iowa, the 

presidential campaign kicked 

into high gear.  A2

A local man is accused of 

lewd and lascivious behavior 

around Barre City children.  A3

A stabbing incident in Barre 

yields an arrest.  A3

Shooting victim mourned

Water and sewer rates on agenda

33rd Toy Run by bikers

Board votes to 
oust health officer

By STEPHEN MILLS

STAFF WRITER

MONTPELIER — Emotions are raw 
following the Montpelier police shoot-
ing-death of 62-year-old Mark Johnson 
in the early hours of Friday morning.

Residents of Pioneer Apartments 
on Main Street, where Johnson lived 
for about 15 years, said they were con-
cerned police shot a mentally ill man, 
despite the fact Johnson pointed what 
appeared to be a handgun at them. The 

weapon turned out to be a pellet gun.
Police have not said whether it was 

loaded.
Over the weekend, flowers, candles 

and a makeshift cross were placed on 
the Spring Street bridge near Pioneer 
Apartments, where Johnson was shot 
and killed. Pavement tributes etched in 
chalk read, “You are sorely missed,” “We 
love you Mark” and “Rest in Peace.”

According to news releases 
issued from Vermont State Police, 

which is investigating the officer-in-
volved shooting, Montpelier Police 
responded to reports at 5:04 p.m. that 
a man was trying to enter a residence 
in Montpelier Apartments by using a 
knife to jimmy the lock.

Johnson was killed 12 minutes later, 
at 5:16 a.m.

When police arrived, they said they 
saw Johnson leaving the apartment and 
heading toward Spring Street, carrying 
what appeared to be a handgun. The 

officers confronted Johnson on the 
Spring Street bridge, where he first 
climbed on one railing of the bridge 
and then climbed down, crossed the 
street and climbed onto the railing on 
the other side of the bridge, VSP said.

Despite efforts by the officers to get 
Johnson to drop the weapon, de-esca-
late the crisis and offer to get him help, 
Johnson then raised the weapon at the 

By DAVID DELCORE

STAFF WRITER

BARRE — Soon-to-be-mailed 
water and sewer bills would climb 
roughly 10% based on rate adjust-
ments city councilors will be asked 
to approve tonight.

With time running out, City 
Manager Steve Mackenzie is rec-
ommending the council to bless a 
plan to boost the city’s two-tiered 

water rate by 3% while increasing 
the “base rate” for sewer by 4% and 
the “usage rate” by 20%.

In a memo to councilors, Mack-
enzie indicated the 20% rate hike 
sounds worse than it is because the 
combined impact of the proposed 
adjustments on customers of both 
systems would be in the range of 8 
to 10%.

Still, Mackenzie acknowledged 

the increases that he has been fore-
casting for months are far larger 
than the incremental adjustments 
ratepayers have been accustomed 
to seeing for years.

Given the rising cost of operat-
ing the two municipal utilities, the 
need to cover expenses associated 
with recently approved water and 
sewer upgrades and an obligation 
to repay the state for work that 

was done in conjunction with the 
reconstruction of North Main 
Street several years ago, they have 
to be.

The first payments on two bond 
issues — one that is financing 
$2.4 million in water and sewer 
infrastructure improvements and 
another that is paying for a $900,000 

By STEPHEN MILLS

STAFF WRITER

MONTPELIER — The 
33rd annual Toy Run thun-
dered its way through cen-
tral Vermont on Saturday 
to support Shriners Hospi-
tals for Children research 
programs.

A total of 344 motorcy-
clists turned out for the 
event that is a big draw for 
spectators along the route 
from Berlin via Barre Town 
and Barre City to the State 
House in Montpelier. Per 

tradition, many motorcy-
clists strapped soft toys to 
their bikes to be donated 
to children in nine Shriners 
Hospitals, along with books, 
games and donations of 
cash and checks to the 
organization that cares for 
sick children at no expense 
to their families.

The event is organized by 
United Motorcyclists of Ver-
mont, which is dedicated 
to motorcycle safety, edu-
cation, awareness, pro-mo-
torcyclist legislation and 

individual freedom. Over 
the years, the event has 
raised hundreds of thousands 
of dollars for Shriners Hospitals, 
organizers said.

At BCBS in Berlin, Mike 
Burt, chairman of United 
Motorcyclists of Vermont, was 
on hand to welcome some of 
the oldest and newest partici-
pants to the rally since it first 
began as Freedom of the Road 
Vermont in 1986.

They included Vermont 

By DAVID DELCORE

STAFF WRITER

WILLIAMSTOWN — 
The Select Board wants to 
cut ties with Health Officer 
Arthur Kramer based on 
his handling of a recent 
dog bite.

During an “emergency 
meeting” held last Thursday 
Chairman Matt Rouleau 
said Monday the board 
instructed Town Manger 
Jackie Higgins to write a let-
ter to Health Commissioner 
Mark Levine requesting 
Levine rescind Kramer’s 
certification to serve as the 
town’s health officer.

The status of that letter is 
unclear.

Higgins was arrested for 
driving under the influence 
and providing false infor-
mation to police hours after 
Thursday’s meeting, wasn’t 
in the office on Friday, 
though she was expected to 
return to work on Monday.

Rouleau said he was 
aware of Higgins’ Thursday 
night arrest in Tunbridge, 
but noted the board, which 
met Monday night, hadn’t 
had an opportunity to 
discuss it and his personal 
knowledge was limited.

“I  don’t  real ly  know 
enough to comment,” he 

said.
Rouleau offered only 

slightly more information 
when asked the board’s 
request Kramer’s recently 
renewed tenure as health 
officer be terminated.

According to Rouleau, 
the decision was driven by 
what he described as Kram-
er’s questionable handling 
of a “dog issue.”

Kramer, who previously 
served for two three-year 
terms as health officer and 
was reappointed earlier this 
year following a three-year 
hiatus, shared his version of 
the story on Monday.

According to Kramer, it 
all started when he received 
a form from Central Ver-
mont Medical Center late 
last month advising him of 
a young patient who had 
been treated for a dog bite 
at the Berlin hospital.

Kramer said he received 
the form in his capacity 
as health officer because 
the unexplained dog bite 
occurred in Williamstown.

According to Kramer, the 
bite victim was “under three 
years of age,” and the fam-
ily dog responsible for the 
bite was both unlicensed 

JEB WALLACE-BRODEUR / STAFF PHOTO

Helen and Jules Rabin, owners of the legendary Upland Bakers, in Marshfield, resurrect their bread making skills Sunday with the help of Dave 
Dixon, center, during a workshop in Barre celebrating their nearly 50-year love affair with wood-fired bread baking. The fully-booked event was 
held at Rise Up Bakery behind the Old Labor Hall and was the first public appearance for new resident baker Jim Haas.
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Hundreds of bikers, carrying gifts for kids, parade through Montpelier Saturday during the 
33rd annual United Motorcyclists of Vermont Toy Run.
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