
Right now, it’s 

unclear whether (Act 

46) will achieve its 

intended effect, in 

particular if a court 

decision renders 

some part of it moot 

or invalid.
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Saturday
JUST DESSERTS

Desserts, live music, silent auction, 

door prize. Admission $5, dessert 

plates $5. To benefit Parish House 

Restoration Fund. $5, 7-9 p.m. 

Tunbridge Central School, 523 Route 

110, Tunbridge, kjayvt@gmail.com, 

802-889-5528.

House OKs limited extension

Vt. unveils report on opioid crisis

New tests confirm site is contaminated

Man answers to 
weapons charges

By DAVID DELCORE

STAFF WRITER

MONTPELIER — House law-
makers have overwhelmingly 
approved a bill that would give 
some school districts ordered to 
merge under Act 46 an extra year 
to prepare for that transition, while 
requiring others to heed the July 1 
deadline that was written into the 
law four years ago.

Less than 24 hours after narrowly 
rejecting a “blanket extension” 
requested by a tri-partisan coalition 
of lawmakers led by Rep. Heidi 
Scheuermann, R-Stowe, the House 
approved a solution designed to 
give some districts more time to 
enact their state-ordered mergers.

Thursday’s vote came on an 
amendment Rep. Peter Conlon, 
D-Cornwall, advanced on behalf 

of fellow members of the House 
Education Committee. The amend-
ment passed, 134-10, on a roll call 
vote that set the stage for a couple 
of voice votes that were pretty close 
to unanimous.

The lopsided decision and the 
subdued debate that preceded it 
stood in stark contrast to Wednes-
day’s spirited session that ended 
when Scheuermann’s amendment 

failed by five votes, 69-74.
That proposal, critics claimed, 

would have threatened mergers in 
districts where the July 1 deadline 
is actually doable and no special 
accommodation is required.

The committee wrestled with 
Scheuermann’s request before 
advancing a bill with a negative 

By ERIC BLAISDELL

STAFF WRITER

MONTPELIER — While prog-
ress has been made in the state’s 
fight against the opioid epidemic, 
officials are quick to point out it’s 
too soon to start talking about 
success.

Gov. Phil Scott held a press 
conference Thursday at the State 
House to release the 2019 report 
from the governor’s  Opioid 

Coordination Council. The report 
laid out policy and strategic rec-
ommendations to strengthen the 
state’s approach to addressing the 
opioid crisis.

“Our continued attention to this 
issue is so important,” Scott said. 
“Because nearly every one of us has 
felt the impact of it. It’s touched 
every community and every family 
in Vermont in some way. And if you 
don’t think it has, you just don’t 

know it yet.”
He said while sometimes prog-

ress feels elusive, Director of Drug 
Prevention Jolinda LaClair often 
reminds him to remain optimistic. 
Because if there is a chance for 
someone to get treatment then 
there is hope, he said.

“This attitude is how we have to 
approach this crisis. As I’ve said 
before, success will be counted 
one life at a time. A young man 

in recovery going back to work. A 
mother seeing life in the eyes of a 
child once thought lost forever. A 
community free from fear of crime 
and violence. And one less child 
brought into this world affected by 
addiction,” he said.

Going by the numbers, there 
wasn’t much success last year. 
Health Commissioner Mark Levine 

By STEPHEN MILLS

STAFF WRITER

MONTPELIER — New soil and 
groundwater tests at the site of a 
proposed public parking garage 
confirm that two lots on which it 
will be built are contaminated with 
a variety of industrial pollutants 
that will require remediation.

The reports confirm two earlier 
studies of the Capitol Plaza Hotel 
parking lot off State Street. A range 
of commercial and industrial uses 
of the site dating back to the 1820s 
had polluted the site with oil, 

gasoline, lead, arsenic, mercury, 
dry-cleaning fluids and carbon 
from the burning of coal, wood and 
building fires on the site, according 
to the studies.

The new tests included soil and 
groundwater samples taken from 
the adjacent Heney Lot — on 
which the garage will be partially 
built — and also show similar con-
tamination of the site.

The tests were required as part of 
an 81-room Hampton Inn & Suites 
hotel and garage project proposed 
by the Bashara family that owns the 

Capitol Plaza Hotel and Confer-
ence center. The Basharas received 
permits for the hotel and garage in 
May but then asked the city to part-
ner with them on the garage. The 
city agreed but increased the size of 
the garage from 230 to 348 spaces, 
which extended the footprint 
of the building onto part of the 
adjacent Heney Lot. The Bashara 
family will be required to conduct 
its own soil and groundwater tests 
of the hotel site.

The city of Montpelier com-
mis s ioned  Waterbur y -based 

engineering consultants Weston 
and Sampson to test the garage site 
on the two lots.

The report on the half-acre site 
for the garage on the Capitol Plaza 
parking lot confirmed the site was 
used for a variety of commercial 
and industrial purposes over the 
last 200 years.

“The location of the site in an 
historically commercial and indus-
trial area of Montpelier indicates 
that the subsurface soils at the site 

By PATRICK MCARDLE

STAFF WRITER

BENNINGTON — A man whose 
harassment of a African-American 
state representative caused her to 
drop out of the election last year 
was arraigned Thursday on charges 
of possessing large-capacity ammu-
nition magazines, a charge for 
which, if convicted, he could be 
sentenced to up to two years in jail.

Max B. Misch, 36, of Bennington, 
pleaded not guilty in Bennington 
criminal court on Thursday to two 
misdemeanor counts of posses-
sion of the devices. Each charge is 

punishable by up to one year in jail.
Misch has spoken openly with 

the media about the campaign 
of harassment and intimidation 
directed toward Kiah Morris, who 
had been a member of the Ver-
mont House of Representatives, 
and described himself as a “troll.” 
He said it had been “fun” for him, 
but when asked if he wanted to 
comment on Thursday, Misch 
walked by without replying.

He was also ordered not to have 
contact with Kiah Morris, who had 
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Carpenter and logger Colin Blackwell saws some recently-harvested spruce and fir trees Thursday on his family’s property in East Montpelier.

SAWING AWAY

ACT 46 DEADLINE

PARKING GARAGE PROJECT

SELF-DESCRIBED WHITE NATIONALIST
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Max Misch, a self-described white nationalist, talks to his court-appointed 
attorney Susan McManus during a hearing in a Bennington County court-
room on Thursday afternoon in Bennington.
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