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There are wrinkles to ‘Rescue’ 

Derrick burned in suspicious fire

Banyai to 
appeal court 
decision

By DAVID DELCORE

STAFF WRITER

MONTPELIER — Cities and 
towns across Vermont are on the 
clock when it comes to applying 
for the first installment of funding 
available under the American Res-
cue Plan Act and it is just dawning 
on some of them that those checks 
will be considerably smaller than 
they were led to believe.

That could change, but city 

councils in Barre and Montpelier 
were alerted this week to dial down 
their expectations.

In Barre, City Manager Steve 
Mackenzie delivered the message 
by memo. In Montpelier where 
councilors recently launched a 
discussion about how to spend 
the money they were expecting, 
City Manager Bill Fraser warned 
they might not receive as much as 
they thought as Wednesday night’s 

virtual meeting was coming to a 
close.

For the moment at least, it 
appears the initial estimates pro-
vided earlier this year by the Cen-
tral Vermont Regional Planning 
Commission were more accurate 
than the ones Rep. Peter Welch, 
D-Vt., shared with both councils on 
back-to-back nights in late March.

Barre, Welch told councilors 
there on March 23, could expect 

to receive a total of just under $2.5 
million in two equal installments, 
including one that based on his 
understanding at the time, should 
have arrived by late last month. It 
didn’t.

Montpelier, Welch said the 
following evening, would receive 
$2.15 million in the same two-in-
stallment fashion.

By DAVID DELCORE

STAFF WRITER

BARRE TOWN — Fire Chief 
Chris Violette is steaming over the 
charred remains of a large wooden 
derrick and the dangers posed by 
fighting a suspicious Wednesday 
night fire at the edge of an aban-
doned quarry in the middle of the 
town forest.

Though Violette stopped just 
short of calling it arson on Thurs-
day, how the wooden derrick — a 

century-old remnant of the local 
granite industry — caught fire 
Wednesday is raising questions.

“It’s pretty suspicious,” he said 
of the fire that was reported as a 
“brush fire” by a hiker who called 
it in shortly after 7 p.m.

V i o l e t t e  s a i d  f i r e f i g h t e r s 
responded and after searching for 
20 minutes were able to find the 
fire in the middle of the forest with 
the help of a drone.

“We had to search around a 

little bit, but we were able to spot 
it from the air,” he said.

That, Violette said, was the easy 
part.

Getting water to the burning 
derrick was more challenging 
because forests don’t have fire 
hydrants, and while the aban-
doned quarry was filled with water, 
Violette said getting at it wasn’t a 
viable option without scaling down 
a rocky cliff.

Instead, Violette said firefighters 

had to lay 600 feet of hose from 
a pumper truck they parked on 
Capital Quarry Road to the iso-
lated fire scene at the edge of one 
of many abandoned quarries in 
the area.

“It was a lot of work to get that 
amount of hose out there,” he said, 
noting firefighters were able to use 
a stretch of the “rough-cut” Ruins 
Trail to get water to the burning 

By KEITH WHITCOMB JR. 

STAFF WRITER

PAWLET — Daniel Banyai plans to 
appeal an Environmental Court ruling 
ordering him to shut down his firearms 
training school, demolish any unpermit-
ted buildings associated with it, and pay 
the town $46,000.

A notice of appeal was filed with the Ver-
mont Supreme Court on May 11 by Ban-
yai’s attorney, Cindy Hill, of Hill Attorney 
PLLC, based in Middlebury.

Banyai has represented himself up until 
this point.

According to Hill’s notice, she intends to 
ask the Vermont Supreme Court to look at 
whether or not due process abrogated with 
regard to landowner notification, whether 
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Workers from Landshapes, of Richmond, plant flowering Salvia Thursday outside the State House in Montpelier. From left are Jimmy Heinz, Ethan 
Hobbs and Justin Ploof.
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A group of walkers pauses for lunch Thursday while exploring North Branch Cascades Park in Worcester.
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The concern over 

when Gov. Phil 

Scott decides to 

lift the emergency 

order proved to 

be a rallying cry 

for our state’s 

most vulnerable 

population. 

Editorial, A4

Key face off
Montpelier and Burlington 

face off in the Division I girls 

Ultimate state championship.  
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 � JUNE 10, 2021 DRAWS
Midday: 3-8-7 and 5-8-7-7
Evening: 4-7-7 and 6-0-4-0

 � JUNE 9, 2021 DRAWS
Powerball: 119-28-46-50-54 
PB:9

See Rescue, page  A5

See Derrick, page  A5

See Appeal, page  A5


