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MONTPELIER — A small 
army of residents of a Capital 
City neighborhood lobbied for a 
speed limit reduction on Berlin 
Street at a City Council meeting 
this week.

More than a dozen residents 
turned out  Wednesday to 

complain that the 35 mph speed 
limit is too high and poses dan-
gers for pedestrians, particularly 
children and the elderly, as well 
as cyclists. They asked that the 
speed limit be reduced to 25 
mph to conform with the 25 
mph speed limit on other city 
streets.

In a report to the council, 

Public Works Director Tom 
McArdle said a study showed 
that there were mitigating fac-
tors that justified a speed limit 
reduction and recommended 
it be posted at 30 mph. The 
discussion was the first public 
hearing to consider changing 

Board defers key decisions

Bond ‘correction’ clears council

Council considers speed limit

Town OKs 
alcohol use  
at rec field
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EAST MONTPELIER — This 
week’s meeting of the Washington 
Central Unified Union School 
Board was almost an old-fashioned 
serial — ending on a cliffhanger 
with more to come.

Part of the drama involved 
whether the new district should 
continue to be a dues-paying 
member of the Vermont School 

Boards Association. That hour-long 
discussion dominated the meeting 
and ended with Chairman Scott 
Thompson’s “to be continued” 
pronouncement.

Thompson, who is a party to 
one of the lawsuits challenging 
state-ordered mergers like the one 
in Washington Central, opened the 
meeting in even more dramatic 
fashion.

“I have one major goal for this 

meeting, which may be ambitious, 
but I’m shooting for it anyway,” he 
said. “By the end of the meeting, we 
don’t all leave hating each other, 
because this is going to be a tough 
one.” 

Thompson  was talking about 
requests from the Vermont Munic-
ipal Bond Bank and Community 
Bank that the board acknowledge 
the assumption of debt incurred 
by four of the six districts — U-32, 

Berlin, East Montpelier and Mid-
dlesex — which, like districts in 
Calais and Worcester, will cease to 
exist on July 1.

School Director Dorothy Naylor 
, who, like Thompson, represents 
Calais on the merged board, sug-
gested members table action on the 
bank’s requests until it meets again 
on June 26.
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MONTPELIER — The City 
Council passed a “validation reso-
lution” Wednesday to correct errors 
in the warning and ballot article for 
a $10.5 million bond for a public 
parking garage approved by voters 
in November.

City attorney Paul Giuliani said 

state statute allowed the city to 
correct the errors. The warning 
and ballot article did not include 
specific details of the scope of the 
project and “related costs,” such as 
$600,000 for architectural design 
and engineering and $50,000 for 
financial consultants, which are 
included in the bond.

The va l idat ion reso lut ion 

followed a legal challenge from res-
idents who have appealed permits 
for a 348-space parking garage asso-
ciated with an 81-room Hampton 
Inn hotel project on land behind 
the Capitol Plaza Hotel off State 
Street. Attorney James Dumont, 
representing the Friends of Mont-
pelier — a group of 13 residents 
— has appealed city permits and an 

Act 250 permit for the garage proj-
ect. Both appeals will be heard by 
the Environmental Court. Dumont 
said the validation resolution may 
also be appealed to Vermont Supe-
rior Court.

In two letters to the City Council, 
Dumont said the Legislature added 
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BARRE TOWN — The town has approved 
the process by which people can use alcohol 
at the recreation field.

At its regular meeting Tuesday night, the 
Select Board heard from Town Manager Carl 
Rogers about an ordinance the town had 
recently adopted.

The ordinance, which concerns alcohol 
use at the recreation field, was first altered in 
December. The board, at that time, decided 
to allow for the consumption of alcohol only 
at the picnic shelter at the field and only 
during events that have been reserved in 
advance with the town.

The change was needed because the town 
is in possession of the recreation area next 
to the Barre Town Middle and Elementary 
School. In 2016, the School Board asked the 
town if it would be interested in acquiring 28 
acres of land the school owned. The thought 
process was to make sure the town kept con-
trol of the land in the event the Barre schools 
merged in accordance with the Act 46 school 
consolidation law.

The Recreation Board reviewed the town’s 
ordinance and made changes to make sure 
conduct prohibited in other recreation areas 
the town owns, such as playgrounds, applies 
to the recreation area at the school.

But since that initial ordinance change, 
Rogers reported three out of the four soft-
ball leagues that use the recreation field for 
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AmeriCorps NCCC worker Charlie Shumway, of Seattle, hangs from a safety wire while working 
on the roof of a stage in Montpelier’s Hubbard Park Wednesday. The park is celebrating its 120th 
anniversary Saturday with the first Parkapalooza event of the summer featuring music by Myra 
Flynn and The Starline Rhythm Boys.

HANGING OUT
 � JUNE 13, 2019 DRAWS

Midday: 5-2-2 and 4-4-9-2
Evening: 0-2-0 and 5-5-0-5
New York State:
3-6-8 LS17 and 9-4-7-2 LS22

 � JUNE 12, 2019 DRAWS
Powerball:
5-35-38-42-57 PB13
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Saturday
CLIMB OUT OF 

THE DARKNESS

Awareness-raising event devoted 

to perinatal mental health. 

Community walk on the bike path to 

the Peace Park and back. Share your 

story and raise money for Good Be-

ginnings. 10 a.m.-noon State House 

Lawn, 115 State St., Montpelier, 

ashley@goodbeginningscentralvt.org, 

802-595-7953.

“We all know that 

the make-up of the 

American family 

has evolved. What’s 

interesting is how 

many men who 

don’t have biological 

children of their 

own are eager to be 

dads.”

Editorial, A4

In the news
Protesters take over gas 

pipeline shareholders meet-

ing in Montreal.  A2

A CVMC doctor is accused of 

not doing the job correctly.  A3

Police logs from around the 

region.  A3

WASHINGTON CENTRAL UNIFIED UNION SCHOOL DISTRICT 
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Ryan Davis, of Morristown, a coach with the Stowe Mountain Bike Academy, gets air Thursday while riding the Waterbury pump track.

PUMPED UP

BERLIN STREET

See Board, page  A8

See Council, page  A8

See Field, page  A8 See Speed, page  A5


