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Sunday
AUDIT IONS:  

FOOTLOOSE

Auditions are open to students age 

7-18, for summer youth musical. 

Email or call to register. 12-4 p.m. 

Chandler Center for the Arts, 71-73 

Main Street, Randolph, outreach@

chandler-arts.org, 802-728-9878.

“This week’s actions 

send a strong 

message: Americans 

can no longer stand 

for the erosion of 

institutional checks 

and balances in the 

face of creeping 

authoritarianism.”

Editorial, A4

In the news
U.S. Sen. Bernie Sanders to 

make southern swing to South 

Carolina in a bid to win over 

voters that opted for Hillary 

Clinton last time around.  A2

A comment made by a school 

board member during a pre-

sentation by students looking 

to raise the Black Lives Matter 

flag at Rutland High School 

has drawn criticism.  A3

Former Texas congressman 

Beto O’Rourke made the 

long anticipated announce-

ment that he would run for 

the presidency in 2020.  B5

Nobel nominee leading rally

Licenses to get 3rd gender option

Senate rejects border emergency

Barre Partnership 
taps interim chief

By COURTNEY LAMDIN  

and STEPHEN MILLS

STAFF WRITERS

MONTPELIER — The 16-year-
old Swedish girl leading a world-
wide climate change rally Friday, 
including one in Montpelier, has 
been nominated for the Nobel 
Peace Prize.

Greta Thunberg, figurehead 
of the Youth Strike for Climate 

movement, was nominated for the 
prize Thursday afternoon. Her pro-
tests have inspired students across 
the globe to go on strike March 15 
to demand politicians take action 
on climate, jobs and justice.

High-schoolers from Montpe-
lier and U-32 will march to the 
State House in conjunction with 
protests in more than 100 other 
countries. Students in Middlebury, 
Brattleboro, Woodstock and other 

Vermont communities also are 
expected to participate, according 
to climate justice organization 
350Vermont.

Also on Friday in Montpelier, 
representatives from Sens. Bernie 
Sanders and Patrick Leahy will host 
a town hall-style meeting on cli-
mate change from 10 a.m. to noon 

By ERIC BLAISDELL

STAFF WRITER

MONTPELIER — Vermonters will 
be able to identify a third gender on 
their driver’s license starting July 1.

The Vermont Department of 
Motor Vehicles announced Wednes-
day that those applying for or renew-
ing a license will be able to choose 
from male, female or other as their 
gender. Those that choose other will 
see “X” as their identifier.

DMV Commissioner Wanda Min-
oli said the change comes as part of 
an ongoing process to modify the 
state’s driver’s license system.

“It’s appropriate for Vermont 
at this time to make the changes,” 
Minoli said.

She said other states and Washing-
ton D.C. have made similar moves: 
Arkansas, California, Colorado, 
Maine, Minnesota, Oregon, Utah 
and Washington have non-binary 

gender markers on their licenses.
“We see it as increased safety and 

inclusion of all Vermonters,” Minoli 
said.

She said it can be uncomfortable 
for those that don’t identify as male 
or female to have to pick one or the 
other for their license.

Gustavo Mercado Muñiz is the 
transgender program manager at 
the Pride Center of Vermont, a com-
munity center for the state’s LGBTQ 

community. Muñiz identifies as they 
or them, not he or she.

Muñiz said as a non-binary per-
son who works with non-binary 
people every day, “it’s a wonderful 
change” that makes them feel less 
marginalized.

“(Picking M or F) is one of those 
things that you do for so long that 
it becomes sort of second nature,” 

By ALAN FRAM  

and CATHERINE LUCEY

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — The 
Republican-run Senate 
firmly rejected President 
Donald Trump’s declara-
tion of a national emer-
gency at the southwest bor-
der on Thursday, setting up 
a veto fight and dealing him 
a conspicuous rebuke as he 
tested how boldly he could 
ignore Congress in pursuit 
of his highest-profile goal.

The Senate voted 59-41 

to cancel Trump’s Feb-
ruary proclamation of a 
border emergency, which 
he invoked to spend $3.6 
billion more for border 
barriers than Congress had 
approved. Twelve Republi-
cans joined Democrats in 
defying Trump in a show-
down many GOP senators 
had hoped to avoid because 
he commands die-hard loy-
alty from millions of con-
servative voters who could 
punish defecting lawmakers 
in next year’s elections.

With the Democratic-con-
trolled House’s approval of 
the same resolution last 
month, Senate passage 
sends it to Trump. He has 
shown no reluctance to cast-
ing his first veto to advance 
his campaign exhortation, 
“Build the Wall,” which has 
prompted roars at countless 
Trump rallies. Approval 
votes in both the Senate 
and House fell short of the 
two-thirds majorities that 

By DAVID DELCORE

STAFF WRITER

BARRE — The Granite 
City’s designated downtown 
organization will soon be 
shopping — again — for 
an executive director after 
opting to fill the vacant 
position on an interim 
basis.

Unable to continue oper-
ating without someone at 
the helm and unwilling 
to make another job offer 
after three were turned 
down, the Barre Partner-
ship board has agreed to 
regroup, reorganize and 
re-launch a search on the 
heels of the one that finally 
fizzled in February.

It isn’t optimal, and it’s 
a little awkward because it 
required the board’s pres-
ident, Jeffrey Tuper-Giles, 
to resign in order to accept 
the interim job he applied 
for on a permanent basis 
last year. Tuper-Giles, who 
also serves on the City 
Council, has been doing 
the job part-time since Josh 
Jerome stepped down last 
September, but all agreed 
that informal arrangement 
was insufficient.

Tuper-Giles announced 
the transition this week, 
days after the partnership’s 
board approved a plan that 
precipitated him stepping 

down and immediately step-
ping up.

Weeks away from launch-
ing the “Reynolds Inn” in 
the newly restored Reynolds 
House, Tuper-Giles said he 
agreed to serve as interim 
executive director while the 
board readies for a search it 
hopes will end better than 
the last one did.

Three candidates turned 
down job offers — decisions 
that were driven in part by 
the proposed compensation 
package.

In retrospect, Tuper-Giles 
said it was probably a mis-
take not to advertise a sal-
ary range for the position 
that attracted 10 applicants 
with widely different levels 
of experience. He said the 
board is considering recti-
fying that before advertising 
the position it now hopes to 
fill by mid-July.

Board members sensed 
money could be an issue in 
January when they floated 
the idea of securing addi-
tional municipal contribu-
tions for the organization 
during a joint meeting of 
the City Council and the 
Barre Town Select Board.

At the time, members 
David Gold and Caitlin Cor-
kins predicted hiring their 
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Bike racer Josh Saxe, of Montpelier, takes his first road bike ride of the year Thursday on County Road in East Montpelier. Saxe is a regular 
competitor in the Green Mountain Stage Race and works in the outdoor industry.
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Eric Bookland, of Worcester, peruses some of the thousands of books available Thurs-
day at the Kellogg Hubbard Library’s Mud Season Basement Book Sale in Montpelier. 
The annual sale runs through April 20.

ENJOY THE WEATHER

SUPER SALE

High-schoolers from Montpelier and U-32 will march  

to the State House in conjunction with protests  

in more than 100 other countries.
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