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Charter changes back in limbo

Pushing for a litter-free Vermont

VLS student files 

discrimination suit

By DAVID DELCORE

STAFF WRITER

BARRE — City Clerk Carol 
Dawes is concerned a legisla-
tive committee is slow-walking a 
recently expanded list of voter-ap-
proved charter changes because 
some of its members don’t like one 
of them.

It’s the flag-related one that 
wasn’t included in the latest ver-
sion of the bill — H.444 — that was 
scheduled for a floor vote earlier 
this month when the House Gov-
ernment Operations Committee 
asked for another crack at it.

That was on April 6 — the same 
day a bill containing changes to 

Springfield’s charter was kicked 
back to the committee at its request. 
The Springfield charter changes 
have since cleared the House and 
are pending Senate approval this 
week. That bill reflects a compro-
mise between an earlier version 
that passed the House and one that 
passed the Senate, though some 

minor differences remain.
Then there’s Barre’s charter 

changes — many of them approved 
more than a year ago, along with 
a fresh batch that passed on Town 
Meeting Day last month.

Nearly three weeks after delaying 

By KEITH WHITCOMB JR. 

STAFF WRITER

MONTPELIER — For this year’s 
Green Up Day, coordinators are 
challenging Vermonters to clean 
up every last mile of roadway. Or at 
least those roadways that are safe 
and legal to walk on.

“The Clean Every Mile challenge 
is what we’re working on this year 
and we’re hoping that it rallies even 
more volunteers than in the past,” 
said Kate Alberghini, executive 
director of Green Up Vermont. 

“Most towns do get out and clean 
all of their roads. This is just town 
roads, it doesn’t include the inter-
state of course or major routes 
because of safety concerns.”

Green Up Day is May 7, though, 
many people will pick up roadside 
trash early.

It was estimated that in 2021, 
approximately 22,000 people vol-
unteered to pick up litter along 
the roadside. Had those folks 
been paid minimum wage, the 
cost would have been more than 

$500,000, according to Green Up 
Vermont. They cleaned about 75% 
of the state’s 13,000 miles of town-
owned roads.

Alberghini hopes this year’s chal-
lenge to clean them all will drum 
up even more volunteers, bring 
communities together, and reduce 
the amount of litter overall.

“It gives people, our volunteer 
town coordinators specifically, 
the opportunity to rally a few 
more volunteers with this chal-
lenge,” she said. “Everybody likes 

a little competitive challenge so 
we thought we’d try and spice it 
up, have a little fun with it and 
support all of our volunteer town 
coordinators.”

Green Up Day got  s tarted 
52 years ago and has become a 
spring tradition for many people. 
Like nearly everything else, it was 
disrupted by the coronavirus pan-
demic, declared in March 2020.

“I can’t tell  you how many 

By MIKE DONOGHUE

CORRESPONDENT

BURLINGTON — A Ver-
mont Law School student 
claims she has been discrim-
inated against because she 
is Black and because she 
responded she was hetero-
sexual when she contested 
a grade and the professor 
asked her whether she was a 
member of the LGBTQ com-
munity, according to a lawsuit 
filed in U.S. District Court.

The second-year law stu-
dent asked she be allowed 
to file the civil rights law-
suit under the pseudonym 

“Jane Doe” to avoid retal-
iation from other faculty 
members, ostracism from 
student groups, mental 
harm, harassment and pro-
fessional ostracism, a court 
motion notes.

Besides the Royalton law 
school, nine members of its 
administration and faculty 
are named as defendants 
for their alleged actions. 
They include Associate 
Dean for Student Affairs 
and Diversity Shirley Jef-
ferson, Adjunct Professor 
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The 24th Annual Mutt Strutt was held on Sunday at the Little River State Park in Waterbury. The three-mile race is for dogs and their humans and 
helps raise funds for VT-CAN. The day’s winner was John Paul Krol and his dog, Felix. Krol is a Montpelier cross-country coach. He purchased 
Felix with his first stimulus check. The first female runner was Devyn LaFrance and her dog, Arlo. LaFrance is a Spaulding High School graduate.
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The 35th Vermont Scholastic Elementary School Chess Championship was held on 
Saturday at the Capital City Grange Hall in Berlin. Eric Lu, a first-grader from Summit 
School in Essex, participated in Round 1 of the chess championship on Saturday.

MUTT STRUTT

CHECKMATE!
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