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“This is the  

rotten fruit of our 

current politics. 

Our elected leaders 

are responsible for 

where we are  

and where we go 

from here.” 

Editorial, A4

On a roll
Spaulding girls soccer tops 

Peoples, 4-1, to earn its fifth 

straight victory.  B1

US to reopen land borders

‘No confidence’ vote on board, president

Task force studies 
English language 
learner funding

By ZEKE MILLER and ELLIOT SPAGAT

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

SAN DIEGO — Beleaguered business 
owners and families separated by COVID-
19 restrictions rejoiced Wednesday after 
the U.S. said it will reopen its land borders 
to nonessential travel next month, ending 
a 19-month freeze.

Travel across land borders from Canada 
and Mexico has been largely restricted to 
workers whose jobs are deemed essential. 
New rules will allow fully vaccinated for-
eign nationals to enter the U.S. regardless 
of the reason starting in early November, 

when a similar easing of restrictions is set 
for air travel. By mid-January, even essen-
tial travelers seeking to enter the U.S., 
such as truck drivers, will need to be fully 
vaccinated.

Shopping malls and big box retail-
ers in U.S. border towns whose parking 
spaces had been filled by cars with Mexi-
can license plates were hit hard by travel 
restrictions.

San Diego Mayor Todd Gloria said the 
economic impact was hard to quantify but 

By ERIC BLAISDELL

STAFF WRITER

PLAINFIELD – A yet-to-be for-
malized group of Goddard College 
alumni have announced they have 
cast a vote of no confidence in the 
school’s Board of Trustees and its 
recently-hired president, express-
ing concerns with the direction of 
the school.

The Goddard College Alumni 

Association announced Tuesday it 
had a list of demands that, if accepted, 
would increase the amount of God-
dard-affiliated members on the board.

Kailina Mills, co-founder and 
lead organizer for the group, said 
in the news release, “The leadership 
has shown disdain for alumni, fac-
ulty, student and staff perspectives, 
input and experiences. They’ve 
chosen to stifle campus community 

participation in decision-making 
processes — a stark departure from 
Goddard’s traditional practices.”

The board is currently made up 
of 50% of those who have a degree 
from the school or are a current or 
former faculty member. The group 
wants that percentage to increase to 
two thirds of board members being 
Goddard-affiliated.

There are currently 14 members 

on the board, according to God-
dard’s website, and the group wants 
it expanded to 38, the maximum 
amount allowed under the school’s 
bylaws. It wants at-large members to 
be elected by the school community.

The group said doing this would 
“ensure that individuals who have 
personally experienced the Goddard 

By JIM SABATASO

STAFF WRITER

A legislative task force is proposing a change the 
funding mechanism for English language learning 
students in Vermont K-12 schools.

The proposal was introduced last Friday at a 
meeting of the “Task Force on the Implemen-
tation of the Pupil Weighting Factors Report,” a 
joint legislative body that has been given the job 
of proposing a more equitable way to distribute 
money to school districts across the state.

Under the proposal, funding would be sent 
directly to school districts with English language 
learning students in the form of grants, or “cate-
gorical aid.”

Currently in Vermont, school budgets are 
developed at the local level by school boards and 
approved by voters. Funding, however, comes 
from the state education fund, which is funded 
in part by property taxes.
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Jasper, 7, and Willow Winthrop, 3, check out some of their family’s elaborate Halloween display outside their home on Marvin Street in Montpelier.
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Patrick Brown, of Bradford, sports his clan’s tartan on a utility kilt Wednesday while directing 
traffic in Barre Town for Four Seasons Flagging.

DECOR GETS A THUMBS UP

TRAFFIC STOPPER

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

MONTPELIER — Political and business leaders from 
across northern New England on Wednesday praised plans 
by the Biden administration to begin allowing people who 
are fully vaccinated against COVID-19 to enter the United 
States across the land border with Canada.

The Department of Homeland Security announced late 

Border reopening plan 
praised in New England
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