
Insanity defense cases dropped

City scrambles to locate lifeguards

A journal preserves hero’s 
journey in World War II

Barre Town 
interested in 
stormwater 
partnership
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BURLINGTON — A Vermont 
county prosecutor is dropping 
charges against three suspects in 
violent crimes, including in two 
stabbing deaths, because the defen-
dants were legally insane when the 
offenses were committed.

In all three cases, Chittenden 
County State’s Attorney Sarah 
George said the evidence showed 
that the suspects had a history of 

major mental illness diagnoses and 
psychiatric hospitalizations. George 
said she didn’t have the evidence to 
disprove defense claims they were 
insane.

“Therefore,  the s tate  can-
not meet its burden of proving 
defendants are guilty beyond a 
reasonable doubt; rather, the evi-
dence shows that defendants were 
legally insane at the time of the 
alleged offenses,” George said in a 

statement issued Tuesday.
The three defendants are cur-

rently in the custody of the Depart-
ment of Mental Health.

The cases include Aita Gurung, 
who was accused of killing his 
wife with a cleaver and critically 
injuring his mother-in-law in Bur-
lington in 2017; Louis Fortier, who 
was accused in the 2017 stabbing 
death of Richard Medina, 43, in 
Burlington after a dispute and 

Veronica Lewis, who was charged 
in the non-fatal 2015 shooting of 
Darryl Montague at his Westford 
home.

All three had pleaded not guilty 
and intended to seek the insanity 
defense.

George said it was her expecta-
tion that the Department of Mental 
Health would “maintain custody over 
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BARRE — The city’s 70-year-old 
swimming pool is still empty and 
while filling it won’t be a problem, 
finding lifeguards already has Rec-
reation Director Stephanie Quar-
anta holding her breath.

It hasn’t felt like it lately but sum-
mer is coming and when the pool 
opens on June 24 it isn’t yet clear 

what the swimming season will look 
like.

Everything from the pool’s hours 
of operation and its availability on 
weekends to whether the deep end 
will have to be off limits at times 
hinge on Quaranta’s ability to find 
and hire certified lifeguards in less 
than three weeks.

The good news?
Pool  Director  Jade Law i s 

returning and Quaranta said 
Wednesday she expects to promote 
lifeguard Zach Millette to the assis-
tant director’s position.

The bad news?
As it stands now, Law and Millette 

don’t have a staff to direct.
Quaranta said that will change.
Quaranta said she expects to 

hire one promising new lifeguard 
— Emily-Grace Spaulding — and 

is hoping to lure one of last year’s 
guards — Grace Paterson — back 
at least on a limited basis. Both, 
she said, have the requisite certifi-
cations, though Spaulding will have 
to miss two weeks out of an eight-
week season and Paterson will be 
working three days a week in Essex 
over the summer.
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PROCTOR — From 
Brooklyn to Europe to 
honor his country: Jess 
E. Moger, bravely fought 
as a member of the “A” 
Troop, 28th Squadron, 6th 
Cavalry Group in World 
War II, and charted every 
stretch of his journey.

And June Tess Wilson, 
co-owner of the Proctor 
Marble Company and 
daughter of Moger’s best 
friend MT SGT USMC 
WWII Robert T Hagan, 
kept his notes, articles, 
passports and pictures 
carefully preserved in a 
binder in her home.

“Jesse was like an uncle 

to me,” Wilson said.
“It’s like a living diary,” 

added her husband, Brent 
Wilson.

Born in 1918, Moger’s 
dream began in Brooklyn, 
where he loved flying as a 
child, and even convinced 
the pilot of a Stearman 
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BARRE TOWN — Local 
officials have expressed 
interest in entering into a 
public/private partnership 
for stormwater projects.

At its regular meeting 
Tuesday night, the Select 
Board heard from Town 
Manager  Car l  Rogers . 
Rogers told the board the 
Central Vermont Regional 
P lanning Commiss ion 
(CVRPC) reached out to 
the town Friday to see if 
it would be interested in 
being selected for a storm-
water project where public 
and private entities would 
work together.

Pam DeAndrea, a senior 
planner at CVRPC, sent 
out an email Friday to 
area towns talking about 
the project.  DeAndrea 
said CVRPC has been sub-
contracted by Watershed 
Consul t ing  Assoc ia tes 
(WCA), out of Burlington, 
to conduct outreach to 
local communities to see 
if they would be willing to 

participate. She said the 
project is part of the state’s 
effort to reduce runoff 
entering Lake Champlain 
and WCA has been hired 
by the Department of Envi-
ronmental Conservation to 
head it up.

DeAndrea said the focus 
of the project is impervious 
surfaces that are 3 acres 
or larger that were built 
before 2002, when the state 
changed its stormwater 
development requirements 
for projects of that size.

WCA selected 45 towns 
that meet the criteria for 
the project ,  including 
having the larger, older 
impervious surfaces and 
documented water qual-
ity concerns. Of those 45 
towns, 12 are in Washington 
County and include Barre 
City, Montpelier and Berlin.

DeAndrea said in her 
email WCA wants to narrow 
the list down to 10 towns 
and a total of about 10 to 15 
sites. The company would 
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Artist Chris Jeffrey manipulates coated lenses Wednesday while creating a light installation at The Center for Arts and Learning on Barre Street 
in Montpelier. Jeffrey’s work will be on display today during ArtsFest, a citywide explosion of arts and creativity taking place throughout Mont-
pelier from 4 to 9 p.m.
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Kip Roberts, co-owner of Onion River Outdoors in Montpelier, rides a high-end electric 
mountain bike past a solar flower on the State House lawn Wednesday during a Way 
to Go to School green transportation party and conference for schools engaged in 
creative ways to choose green transportation options.
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Friday
THE ART OF 

MOVEMENT

Dance 32 presents a family-friend-

ly evening of creative student 

choreography. By donation, 7-8 p.m. 

U-32 Middle & High School, 930 

Gallison Hill Road, East Montpelier, 

sverchereau@u32.org, 802-229-

0321.

“In these times, 

it is impossible to 

gauge how deep 

cynical positions 

can be maintained in 

order to support the 

continued profit of 

the elites.”
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