
GCG preaches patience 

Barre honors tradition

Resident seeks Hill St. sidewalk

N.H. defies 
Sununu, repeals 
death penalty

By DAVID DELCORE

STAFF WRITER

BARRE — The board pushing 
plans to bring a cooperatively 
owned grocery store to downtown 
Barre might be site-less, but it isn’t 
flying blind.

That’s the message the short-
handed board pitched to a small 
sliver of the 700-plus member-own-
ers of what all hope will one day 

be the Granite City Grocery on 
Thursday night.

“When?” was always going to be 
an open question heading into 
the co-op’s sixth annual meeting, 
but board members briefly hoped 
to answer “where?” on Thursday, 
before a market study raised red 
flags prompting them to cancel that 
long-anticipated announcement.

“The market study didn’t say 

what we thought it was going to 
say,” board President Nick Landry 
said during a town hall-style meet-
ing moderated by Paul Costello.

Despite the promise of free food, 
fewer than 40 people — board 
members included — stuck around 
for the back and forth that began 
with Landry acknowledging a sense 
of urgency, but stressing the need 
to proceed with caution.

“We are going to be moving as 
fast as we can as soon as we respon-
sibly can,” Landry said, emphasiz-
ing the word “responsibly,” and 
noting that the latest generation of 
co-ops that have started and failed 
have typically chosen poor loca-
tions, been “under-capitalized,” or 
skipped steps in order to accelerate 
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BARRE — Things didn’t stop in 
the Granite City on Thursday, but 
they slowed down for more than 
an hour as local veterans stood in 
the shadow of “Youth Triumphant” 
and counted themselves among the 
lucky and the grateful.

While most of the country 

was working, Barre-area veterans 
paused to commemorate Memo-
rial Day in familiar fashion — with 
a brief parade, followed by a cere-
mony that was a little longer than 
usual due to the number of speak-
ers this year.

No one complained.
Not 93-year-old Tim Hoyt, the 

only World War II veteran, who 

attended the event this year, and 
not Wayne Pelkey, 87, who served 
in the Korean War and hitched a 
ride with Hoyt because his march-
ing days are over.

Pelkey’s days of remembering 
the nation’s war-dead — a figure 
that now tops 1.1 mill ion — 
aren’t, which is why he was among 
those who took a seat next to the 

kneeling, naked granite warrior 
that serves as the backdrop for 
Memorial Day in Barre.

Melvin McKnight, commander of 
the American Legion Post 10, got 
the ceremony off to a suitably som-
ber start recounting the genesis of 
“Decoration Day,” which morphed 
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BARRE TOWN — A Hill 
Street resident wants a side-
walk built on his property so 
local kids don’t have to walk 
in the street.

Josh Howard owns a 
home between Trow Hill 
Grocery and a playground. 
Howard said the store has 
an ice cream stand so kids 
are constantly walking back 
and forth between the store 
and the playground.

“So I said, ‘I might as 
well call the town to see if 

they can put a sidewalk in.’ 
Because a lot of people are 
walking through there, a lot 
of kids. Some people almost 
get hit (by cars) because 
people drive fast through 
here,” he said.

Howard said he got in 
touch with Assistant Town 
Manager Elaine Wang who 
had him count the amount 
of people walking across his 
property. He said he gave 
Wang the information and 
the town decided against 
putting the sidewalk in.

Howard sa id  he  was 

told the town didn’t want 
to build a sidewalk there 
because they didn’t want 
people to get the idea to 
call the town requesting 
sidewalks to be installed.

Howard said Hill Street 
is set to be paved this year, 
so he thought it would 
be a good opportunity to 
widen the road and add a 
sidewalk.

Howard said he’s willing 
to raise money for asphalt 
and build and maintain a 
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CONCORD, N.H. — New 
Hampshire, which hasn’t 
executed anyone in 80 years 
and has only one inmate 
on death row, on Thursday 
became the latest state to 
abolish the death penalty 
when the state Senate voted 
to override the governor’s 
veto.

The Senate vote came a 
week after the 400-member 
House voted by the narrow-
est possible margin to over-
ride Republican Gov. Chris 
Sununu’s veto of a bill to 
repeal capital punishment.

“Now it’s up to us to stop 
this practice that is archaic, 
costly, discriminatory and 
final,” said Sen. Melanie 
Levesque, D-Brookline.

With New Hampshire’s 
action, 21 states have abol-
ished or overturned the 
death penalty, according 
to the Death Penalty Infor-
mation Center. Among the 
29 states that allow capital 
punishment, governors 
have issued moratoriums on 
the death penalty in four of 
them.

New Hampshire’s death 
penalty applied in only 

seven scenarios: the killing 
of an on-duty law enforce-
ment officer or judge, 
murder for hire, murder 
during a rape, certain drug 
offenses, or home invasion 
and murder by someone 
already serving a life sen-
tence without parole.

The state hasn’t executed 
anyone since 1939, and the 
repeal bill would not apply 
retroactively to Michael 
Addison, who killed Man-
chester Officer Michael 
Briggs and is the state’s 
only inmate on death row. 
But death penalty support-
ers argued that courts will 
interpret it differently, giv-
ing Addison a chance at life 
in prison.

“If you think you’re pass-
ing this today and Mr. Addi-
son is still going to remain 
on death row, you are con-
fused,” said Sen. Sharon 
Carson, R-Londonderry. 
“Mr. Addison’s sentence 
will be converted to life in 
prison.”

Carson argued that New 
Hampshire has a narrowly 
drawn law and a careful, 
deliberative process to 
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Veterans stand at attention during the playing of Taps at Barre’s Memorial Day celebration Thursday. In the front row from left are Ernest Sargent, of 
Barre Town, Kent Stoneman, of Barre Town, and Moe Fortier, of Barre.
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A Barre Town homeowner has been denied in his request for the town to build a sidewalk 
linking the Trow Hill Playground and the Trow Hill Grocery across his property.
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Saturday
PLANTS, P IES AND 

POCKETBOOKS

Fresh baked pies, bedding and 

perennial plants, purses, jewelry, 

scarves and tools. 9:05 a.m. to 

noon. Church of the Good Shepherd, 

39 Washington St., Barre , 802-476-

3929.

“This latest U.S. 

administration has 

shed any pretense of 

trying to be an honest, 

neutral broker and 

has overtly chosen 

sides. For Palestinians 

and their allies, this 

simply proved their 

assumption, that the 

U.S. had always been 

in the pocket of Israel.”
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In the News
A very public assault in 

Montpelier leads to a series 

of charges.  A3

A look at next week’s 20th 

annual Downtown and His-

toric Preservation Confer-

ence in the Capital City on 

Wednesday.  A3

A rally this Sunday marks 

the 50th anniversary of the 

Stonewall Riots in New York 

City that led to the birth of 

the LGBTQ movement in the 

United States.  A3

Salute, speeches honor fallen soldiers

See GCG, page  A8

See Fallen, page  A8

See NH, page  A8 See Sidewalk, page  A8


