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OCT. 30TH ~ FALL FESTIVAL ~ PIE CONTEST,
CORNHOLE, FREE POPCORN & PUMPKINS, LIVE

MUSIC WITH LAVENDULA

W W W . C A P I T A L C I T Y F A R M E R S M A R K E T . C O M

NOV. 20TH ~ THANKSGIVING MARKET ~ 
 10AM-3PM, 133 STATE STREET 

DEC. 4TH & DEC. 18TH ~ HOLIDAY
MARKETS, 11AM-1PM, 133 STATE STREET

WINTER SEASON, 2ND & 4TH SATURDAYS,
JAN-APRIL,  11AM-1PM, 133 STATE STREET

‘Wish list’ provokes pushback

Women describe hellish journeys

Town worker’s 
service praised

By DAVID DELCORE

STAFF WRITER

BARRE — Sporting a projected 
$568,000 surplus, city councilors 
went on a mini-spending spree 
Tuesday night, while offering 
mixed reviews with respect to 
administrative recommendations 
about what they might do with most 
of the one-time windfall.

Tw o  c o u n c i l o r s  —  J a k e 

Hemmerick and Samn Stockwell 
— complained the conversation 
was premature, and a third — Emel 
Cambel — said she felt “blindsided” 
by the list of recommendations 
supplied by City Manager Steve 
Mackenzie.

The comments put Mackenzie, 
who was the bearer of uncharac-
teristically good financial news, 
on the defensive. He stressed his 

recommendations were simply sug-
gestions, reminded councilors they 
have the final say over how to spend 
a sizable surplus that has been vet-
ted during a soon-to-be-completed 
audit process.

“I don’t want the council to think 
what I’m putting in front of you 
is a ‘take it or leave it’ position,” 
Mackenzie said. “This is really the 
beginning of the discussion.”

It was, but it quickly went side-
ways prompting Mackenzie to won-
der whether something was lost in 
the translation of a briefing memo 
he provided councilors in advance 
of the meeting.

Though Mackenzie indicated the 
council could make some decisions 
Tuesday night, he acknowledged 

By ERIC BLAISDELL

STAFF WRITER

BARRE — Survivors of 
domestic abuse shared their 
stories with lawmakers as 
part of Domestic Violence 
Awareness Month.

Circle, a nonprofit serv-
ing victims and survivors 
of domestic violence in 
Washington County, held 
its monthly coordinated 
c o m m u n i t y  r e s p o n s e 
meeting with stakeholders 

Wednesday over Zoom. 
T h o s e  i n  a t t e n d a n c e 
included members of law 
enforcement, the State’s 
At torney ’s  o f f i ce ,  the 
Department of Corrections 
and the Department for 
Children and Families. Also 
in attendance were Rep. 
Maxine Grad, D-Moretown, 
and Rep. Mary Hooper, 
D-Montpelier.

The legislators were there 
to hear from survivors of 

domestic abuse and how the 
current system is impacting 
them. The Times Argus is 
publishing limited identify-
ing information about the 
survivors due to concerns 
for their safety. Some of the 
survivors said they still have 
contact with their abusers 
because they have children 
together and share custody.

Diane Kinney, co-director 
at Circle, said her organiza-
tion does a good job talking 

to people about the “red 
flags” associated with inti-
mate partner violence and 
how unsafe it is to leave. 
Kinney said they do a good 
job helping people to heal 
and regain their lives. But 
she said they haven’t been 
great about communicating 
how the systems currently in 
place don’t work for them.

“In the last month, I’ve 
talked to so many survivors 
who are just flabbergasted 

that the system is not work-
ing for them, that that 
horrible, awful thing that 
happened to them is not 
illegal, that getting a relief 
from abuse order can be 
really difficult and that 
the issues that they face 
are really challenging after 
they’ve left. Trying to get 
housed. Trying to figure out 
custody of their children. 

By ERIC BLAISDELL

STAFF WRITER

BARRE TOWN — In what’s becoming 
a trend for the town, officials have recog-
nized another town employee, this time 
Raymond Brown, for his three decades-
plus of service.

At the Select Board’s regular meeting 
Tuesday, Board member Jack Mitchell read 
aloud a resolution which was approved by 
the board in appreciation of Brown’s 31 
years of service. Mitchell said Brown has 
worked seasonally on the town’s three 
cemeteries since Sept. 11, 1990.

He said Brown has also maintained 
the recreation and municipal building 
grounds.

Mitchell said Brown “is valued for 
his reliability, dedication to the job and 
punctuality.”

He noted Brown has “meticulously 
prepared the final resting place for many, 
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Dennis Mead, of Waitsfield, volunteers his time Wednesday to paint trim around windows at the Street Andrew Roman Catholic 
Church in Waterbury.

JEB WALLACE-BRODEUR / STAFF PHOTO

A pair of skeletons play ultimate frisbee Wednesday in a Halloween tableau outside a home on College 
St., in Montpelier. The scene was created by Parker and Jamie Rea and their sons Campbell and Gardner.
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The world’s 

governments still 

plan to produce 

more than double the 

amount of fossil fuels 

in 2030 than would 

be consistent with 

the Paris Agreement. 

Editorial, A4

Survive and advance
U-32 eliminates Hartford 

during Division II boys soccer 

playoff action.  B1
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