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Times Argus routes available. Call 802-477-4022 for more details.

Earn extra money in your spare time by delivering the newspaper.

Delivery drivers needed.
Immediate start dates available.

DRB approves parking lot

Hiker challenges Long Trail record

Our House 
enters into 
receivership

By DAVID DELCORE

STAFF WRITER

BARRE — Neither project was 
popular, but the Development 
Review Board (DRB) has unani-
mously approved plans to demolish 
an occupied Seminary Street apart-
ment house to make room for a 
parking lot, while narrowly denying 

a second driveway requested by the 
owners of an Orange Street duplex.

The decisions, released Friday 
morning, were reached during a 
deliberative session that followed 
a pair of well-attended virtual hear-
ings Thursday night.

Permit Administrator Heather 
Grandfield confirmed the board 

approved Capstone Community 
Action’s safety-based proposal to 
acquire and raze an apartment 
house next to the former Brook 
Street School in order to construct 
a new parking lot to accommodate 
the planned expansion of its Learn-
ing Together Center on a 7-0 vote. 
However, in a split decision that will 

have many Orange Street residents 
breathing more easily, Grandfield 
said a motion to approve the second 
driveway proposed by Michael and 
Mollie Lannen, failed when only 
three of the members present voted 
to grant the required variance. 

By KEITH WHITCOMB JR. 

STAFF WRITER

Jeremy Howard will turn 50 in 
about three weeks. If all goes as he 
hopes, he might be breaking the 
record for hiking the Long Trail, 
unassisted, right around then.

Howard, of Little Compton, 
Rhode Island, said Friday that he’d 
planned to undertake his extreme 
hike this weekend, but put it off 
to recover from a health issue he 
developed while training.

The current fastest known time 

for hiking the Long Trail unassisted 
is held by Jeff Garmire, who in 2019 
finished the 273-mile journey in 
five days, 23 hours and 48 minutes, 
according to fastestknowntime.
com, a website Howard says many 
in this community look to for track-
ing such records.

He’s doing it to raise awareness 
and funds for The Play Brigade, 
a nonprofit founded by Dawn 
Oates, of Brookline in Boston, 
whose daughter, Harper, suffered 
an injury during birth that left 

her disabled. Howard met Oates 
through past charity events. How-
ard himself has family members 
who have disabilities.

Howard plans to start his run at 
the Long Trail’s northern end, by 
the Canadian border, on June 20. 
He won’t sleep for more than four 
hours a day, and will likely space 
that out into a pair of two-hour 
naps.

Born in Arizona, Howard spent 
his formative years in South Africa. 
When he returned to the United 

States, he lived in several places 
before settling in Rhode Island. 
His work had him traveling a 
great deal, and for the sake of his 
physical health he started running 
marathons, then ultramarathons.

“I haven’t done anything quite 
like this before,” he said. “This will 
be a little new. I’ve section hiked 
pieces of the Long Trail, enough 
to have immense fear and respect 
for it.”

By KEITH WHITCOMB JR. 

STAFF WRITER

Rather than see its license to provide 
nursing home-level care revoked, a local 
residential-care business has agreed 
to allow another entity to manage it, 
temporarily.

Monica White, interim commissioner 
of the Department of Disabilities, Aging 
and Independent Living (DAIL), which 
oversees licensing for elderly care facili-
ties, said that Our House of Rutland has 
agreed to enter into a stipulated receiver-
ship, allowing Mark Stickney, of SpinGlass 
Management, to assume all of its legal and 
operational responsibilities with the goal 
of getting the business to a point where it 
is consistently meeting all of its regula-
tory obligations.
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Dozens of sign thanking teachers and staff decorate the lawn outside Thatcher Brook Primary School in Waterbury.

JEB WALLACE-BRODEUR / STAFF PHOTO

Karen Kane, of East Montpelier, secures umbrellas decorated by artist Jane Wass, as she and other vol-
unteers prepare for the annual Adamant Black Fly Festival on Friday. The festival runs through Sunday 
with ongoing drive or walk through viewing of humorous black fly decorations on buildings in the town. 
Saturday is highlighted by a bake sale and live music concert from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.
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At long last
Spaulding baseball 

advances to the semifinal 

round for the first time 

since 2004.  B1
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Edible annuals
Addition of edible flowers 

to your vegetable garden 

doesn’t just add more color 

to the landscape. They’re 

also delicious and provide 

habitat for pollinators, 

enticing them to linger.  C1

Eye for bass
Weekender columnist 

Dennis “Buck” Jensen 

recalls his Huck Finn days 

as a boy on the end of a 

Hula-Popper armed fish-

ing rod on the trail of wild 

bigmouth bass.  C4
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