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12-noon to Closing
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Accompanied children under 17 play for 
FREE!

Montague Golf Club
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  “One of the 10 best golfing experiences in Vermont.” 
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“As parents, we 

should respect 
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our librarians and 
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that they have the 
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that are appropriate 
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Capital plan’s costs balloon

Town weighs cannabis control issues

Everybody 
Wins comes 
back strong

By DAVID DELCORE

STAFF WRITER

EAST MONTPELIER — Barely 
four months ago, the estimated 
second-year cost of the Washington 
Central Unified Union School Dis-
trict’s five-year capital improvement 
plan was just under $2.3 million. 

Today, it is just north of $3.7 mil-
lion and, school officials say, that 
number is subject to change some 
more.

There have been two changes 
totaling roughly $1.4 million in 
recent months. A five-year plan 
was adopted by the board on June 

15. With its first year of work com-
pleted, an initial budget for the 
second year was put into motion.

That’s a full year ahead of a 
schedule outlined in the capital 
plan, which was the product of a 
months-long process and reflects an 
attempt to identify and proactively 

address the most pressing facilities 
needs in the five-town, six-school 
district anchored by U-32 Middle 
and High School.

The first round of projects — 
most of them at U-32 — were 

By ERIC BLAISDELL

STAFF WRITER

BARRE TOWN — Local 
officials are moving forward 
with plans to create a can-
nabis control commission 
that, at the start at least, 
appears will be another 
hat members of the select 
board will wear.

The board discussed the 
commission’s creation at 
its regular meeting Tues-
day night.

The town is in the process 
of altering its zoning bylaws 
to include cannabis busi-
nesses so that, in the event 
such a business comes to 
town, officials can tell the 

business where it can be 
located according to the 
town’s zoning.

Board Chair Paul White 
said there was no specific 
reason why the commis-
sion was coming up now, 
other than Tuesday’s meet-
ing had a relatively light 
agenda, so they had time 

to discuss its creation.
According to state law, 

municipalities must opt in 
by town-wide vote in order 
to host retail cannabis busi-
nesses. Barre Town has not 
held such a vote.

W h i t e  n o t e d  t h a t 
wouldn’t  s top another 
b u s i n e s s  f o c u s i n g  o n 

another  aspect  of  the 
industry, such as testing 
or growing cannabis, from 
setting up shop in town.

He said the town has no 
authority to prohibit those 
other types of cannabis 
businesses.

By PETER COBB

CORRESPONDENT

A
fter two years of delays and 
changes forced by the pan-
demic, Caitlin Drechsler, 

coordinator for Everybody Wins! 
Vermont at Union Elementary, has hit 
the ground running this school year.

Everybody Wins is a statewide reading 
program that matches volunteer readers 
with students eager to listen. Drechsler 
has 20 volunteers lined up and she said 
she is confident she will find 25 more.

“I’m so excited to begin. I love Union 
Elementary. It’s such an amazing school,” 
Drechsler said.

Everybody Wins recruits and trains vol-
unteer mentors to read age-appropriate 
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Tyler Cirillo, right, and Jens Martin silkscreens on T-shirts for Lawson’s Finest Liquids at Deerfield Designs in Waitsfield on Wednesday. The screen-
printing and embroidery business, which has been around for three decades, was purchased by new owners Rob Perry and Amy Kimmel in July.
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Caitlin Drechsler is the coordinator for Everybody Wins! Vermont at Union Elementary School in Montpelier.
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