
Amazing BBQ Ribs OR BBQ Chicken Includes your choice of 

802-479-9512 131 South Main Street in Barre    (EF Wall Complex)

Back by popular demand!

$15 per person
THURSDAY, OCT. 21ST • 4:00 - 5:00PM

MANDATORY CUTOFF DATE OCT 18 - Pick up time is between 4:30-5:30pm

(or take both for additional $2)   Baked Beans, Corn & Dessert!

BARRE AREA SENIOR CENTER
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“We want to provide, 

for sure, but this 

autumn has been 

about the struggle 

that comes with 

not having enough 

workers.” 
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After lull, virus cases spike

Woman enters plea for 2018 killing

Millions food 
insecure across 
the country

By ERIC BLAISDELL

STAFF WRITER

MONTPELIER — Officials con-
tinue to urge residents who can to 
get a vaccine booster, with more 
booster availability potentially 
on the way, as coronavirus cases 
increase after a lull.

At Gov. Phil Scott’s weekly news 
conference Tuesday, Michael S. Pie-
ciak, commissioner of the Depart-
ment of Financial Regulation who 
has analyzed the pandemic data, 
reported last week the state and 
the country saw a decrease in case 
numbers and hospitalizations. This 

week, Pieciak said the national data 
has remained relatively the same, 
but Vermont saw an uptick.

He said cases went up about 26% 
during the past seven days and 8% 
during the last 14 days.

Pieciak said the fully vaccinated 
and non-fully vaccinated saw 
their case rates increase by about 
7% during the past seven days. 
He noted the case rate of the 

non-fully vaccinated is nearly four 
times higher than that of the fully 
vaccinated.

The state continues to average 
more than a death per day from 
the virus. Pieciak said the number 
of deaths in September was revised 
up from 42 to 45 after some late-re-
ported deaths. He said as of Oct. 

By WILSON RING

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

MONTPELIER — A 30-year-old 
woman pleaded guilty Tuesday to 
federal charges in connection with 
the 2018 shooting death of a man in 
the rural Vermont town of Waterford.

Krystal  Whitcomb entered 
the plea Tuesday during a video 
change-of-plea hearing in U.S. Dis-
trict Court.

Whitcomb pleaded guilty to pos-
session of a firearm during a drug 
trafficking crime and conspiracy to 
distribute fentanyl and 100 grams 
or more of heroin.

During the hearing Whitcomb 
answered the questions from U.S. 
District Judge Christina Reiss as the 
judge outlined the change-of-plea 
process and asked Whitcomb if she 
understood.

Twice Whitcomb answered 
“guilty” when asked by Reiss what 
her plea was to the two charges.

Sentencing is scheduled for 
February. Whitcomb could be sen-
tenced to not less than five years 
and up to life in prison. The sen-
tence will be decided by Reiss.

A second defendant, Michael 
Hayes, has a change-of-plea hearing 

scheduled for Friday. A plea agree-
ment filed with the court says that 
Hayes will plead guilty to possession 
of a firearm during a drug-traffick-
ing crime, conspiracy to distribute 
cocaine and being an accessory 
after the fact.

The man charged with firing the 
shots that killed Michael Pimental 
— John Welch, of Woodsville, New 
Hampshire — is still facing trial.

A plea agreement said Whitcomb 
watched through a window as 
Welch shot and killed Whitcomb’s 
boyfriend Pimental at their Water-
ford home. Pimental’s body was 

found on Oct. 14, 2018, by the side 
of the road in Concord.

The plea agreement did not sug-
gest a motive for the killing.

During the video hearing, Assis-
tant U.S. Attorney John Boscia 
outlined the charges against Whit-
comb. He said that from the spring 
of 2016 through October 2018, 
Whitcomb and Pimental stored 
large quantities of heroin at the 
Waterford home and distributed 
the drug in Caledonia County and 
elsewhere.

By ASHRAF KHALIL 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — Hunger and food 
insecurity across the United States have 
dropped measurably over the past six 
months, but the need remains far above 
pre-pandemic levels. And specialists in hun-
ger issues warn that the situation for mil-
lions of families remains extremely fragile.

An Associated Press review of bulk dis-
tribution numbers from hundreds of food 
banks across the country revealed a clear 
downward trend in the amount of food 
handed out across the country, starting in 
the spring as the COVID-19 vaccine rollout 
took hold and closed sectors of the econ-
omy began to reopen.

“It’s come down, but it’s still elevated,” 
said Katie Fitzgerald, COO of Feeding 
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Josie Dobbs, a traveling nurse living in Hinesburg, takes in the view Tuesday from Owl’s Head Mountain in Peacham with her dog, Scooter.
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Bow hunter Randy Berard, of Duxbury, heads into an East Montpelier forest on a recent afternoon. This 
was Berard’s first day deer hunting since archery season opened on Oct. 1st.

A VIEW WORTH SHARING

ON THE HUNT

State urges booster shots

See Virus, page  A5

See Plea, page  A5

See Food, page  A5

Target practice
Spaulding fires 42 shots on 

goal during a 5-0 field hockey 

victory over Milton.  B1


