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“Law enforcement 

in Vermont, and 

especially the 

troopers, do not 

need another round 

of bad press due to 

recklessness and 

thoughtlessness. 

There were too 

many images from 

last Wednesday of 

police and other 

law enforcement 

taking selfies 

and posing with 

insurrectionists.”

Editorial, A4

Sports
Former UVM basketball star 

Anthony Lamb is a sixth-

round selection in the NBA G 

League Draft.  B1
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Virus 
variants 
raising 
concern

ATV controversy revs up locals

Road crew 
seeks workers

By ERIC BLAISDELL

STAFF WRITER

MONTPELIER — More than 26,600 Vermont-
ers have now received their first shot of the novel 
coronavirus vaccine, though officials warn there 
are now two variants of the virus that have their 
attention.

At Gov. Phil Scott’s Tuesday news conference, 
Michael S. Pieciak, commissioner of the Depart-
ment of Financial Regulation who has been ana-
lyzing the pandemic data, said cases have never 
been higher in the United States.

“With the country averaging close to a quarter 
million new cases on a daily basis,” Pieciak said.

Vermont has seen an increase in cases, as well. 
It’s no longer uncommon to see new cases in 
the triple digits. There were 109 new cases of 
the virus in the state reported Monday and 167 
reported Tuesday.

Pieciak said during the past five days, Vermont 
has seen more new cases than in all of May, June, 
July, August and September combined.

The death toll is now 158 in the state after two 
more deaths were reported Tuesday.

He said an average of more than 3,000 people 
are now dying from the virus every day in the 
U.S.

Regionally, he said, hospitalizations are up. 
There are currently 51 people hospitalized in 
Vermont as consequence of the virus and 10 of 
them are in intensive care.

Pieciak said the data suggests the increased 
cases are because of holiday gatherings.

He said cases are predicted to continue to rise 

By DAVID DELCORE

STAFF WRITER

WILLIAMSTOWN — Turnout 
tripped up the Select Board’s 
planned return to in-person meet-
ings Monday because, on a night 
when the first “yearly review” of 
a controversial ordinance that 
allowed all-terrain vehicles access 
to nearly 20 town roads was on the 
agenda, too many people showed 
up.

The ATV issue has routinely 
attracted dozens — and in a couple 

of cases nearly 100 — residents to 
Select Board meetings during the 
past two years and, given strict state 
guidelines associated with COVID-
19, the margin for error Monday 
night was non-existent.

Though residents were offered 
the option of remotely attending 
the meeting, which was supposed 
to be held at Williamstown’s public 
safety building, the meeting room 
there had a COVID capacity of 
15 — including the five-member 
board and Town Manager Jackie 

Higgins.
Several  people did at tend 

remotely, though some complained 
it was hard to hear before Higgins 
started turning away residents who 
showed up in person, and Chair-
man Rodney Graham declined to 
call the meeting to order.

Though Higgins had only turned 
away two residents at the time, Gra-
ham noted it would be a violation 
of the Open Meeting Law to pro-
ceed as planned.

“ We  a r e  p o s t p o n i n g  t h e 

meeting,” he declared, apologizing 
for the “confusion.”

Four of the board’s five members 
were in the room at the time, while 
Jasmin Couillard was among those 
who attended remotely.

Unable to proceed as they 
originally planned, board mem-
bers indicated they could attend 
a virtual version of the meeting 
next Monday. They didn’t vote to 
change the date of the meeting 

By DAVID DELCORE

STAFF WRITER

CALAIS — The Select Board deferred discus-
sion of filling a pair of vacancies on a seriously 
shorthanded road crew during its Monday vir-
tual meeting.

On a night when the board approved the 
Town Meeting Day warning and scheduled a 
Jan. 25 public hearing to gauge community 
interest in seeking a state grant to help finance 
the redevelopment of the former East Calais 
General Store, members agreed to wait a week 
to discuss the town’s shrinking road crew.

Less than a month after granting a leave of 
absence to one of the crew’s four workers, board 
members received the pending resignation of 
another, and told Road Commissioner Alfred 
Larrabee they’d like to discuss “next steps” with 
respect to the two vacancies next week.

Larrabee, who has publicly complained he 
hasn’t been reappointed as road commissioner 
— a position he has held for more than two JEB WALLACE-BRODEUR / STAFF PHOTO

John Kessler skis with his dog Balto at the Montpelier Recreation Field on Tuesday. Balto is a rescue 
dog from Mississippi who had never seen snow before being adopted by Kessler.
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JEB WALLACE-BRODEUR / STAFF PHOTO

Ken Valentine, of East Montpelier, descends the snowy steps of the Spruce Mountain fire tower 
in Plainfield. Spruce Mountain, a popular day hike, is located in L.R. Jones State Forest, which is 
Vermont’s first State Forest.
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See Workers, page  A8

See ATV, page  A8

See Virus, page  A8


