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Today
Shape the Future of Outdoor 

Recreation. The VT Dept. of Forests, 

Parks and Recreation wants to hear 

from you. Your input will help develop 

the next Statewide Comprehensive 

Outdoor Recreation Plan. 6-8 p.m. 

Thatcher Brook School Gym, 47 

Stowe Street, Waterbury, amy.

kelsey@uvm.edu, 802-598-4551.

“We need a 

generation of 

leaders, in all 

nations, with the 

vision to say ‘yes’ 

to the right uses of 

(the planet), and 

the courage to say 

‘no’ to the wrong 

ones. That’s not 

our situation at the 

moment.”

Editorial, A4

In the news
Police say a Barre woman 

sold a tablet taken during a 

robbery.  A2

Recommendations to ad-

dress the Capital City’s most 

conflicted intersection will be 

considered this week.  A3

Montpelier residents weigh 

in on a proposed ordinance 

requiring the mandated energy 

efficiency disclosure for homes. 

The input was mixed.  A3

Bourgoin gets 30 years

Barre schools open with changes

Refugee family settles in

Prospect Street 
property debated

By MIKE DONOGHUE

CORRESPONDENT

BURLINGTON — Steven D. 
Bourgoin was sentenced Monday 
to 30 years to life in prison for 
killing five Central Vermont teens 
in a horrific wrong-way fiery crash 
while impaired on Interstate 89 in 
Williston almost three years ago.

Vermont Superior Court Judge 
Kevin Griffin said he fashioned 

the sentence to give some hope to 
Bourgoin that he would eventually 
get out of prison and return to soci-
ety, but also wanted to ensure there 
was proper punishment.

The judge also said he wants 
Bourgoin, who was raised in Rut-
land, under the authority of the 
Vermont Corrections Department 
for the remainder of his life.

Before imposing the sentence, 

Griffin said he was touched by all 
the statements from the victims’ 
families, but admitted he was 
moved by one parent offering 
forgiveness for killing his daugh-
ter. Daniel Harris, father of Mary 
Harris, provided it while looking 
directly at Bourgoin, who nodded 
acknowledgment.

“I don’t think I have ever wit-
nessed anything as powerful,” 

Griffin said.
He and his wife, Elizabeth Har-

ris said after the sentencing they 
believe their daughter would have 
forgiven Bourgoin because that was 
her style.

“To live in the grace that my 
daughter Mary lived in, I just 
think it’s just important to kind 

By DAVID DELCORE

STAFF WRITER

BARRE — With some notable 
exceptions the first day of school 
in the recently merged Barre Uni-
fied Union School District looked 
a lot like it did in the days when the 
district’s three schools were auton-
omously run.

As they historically have, school 
buses dropped students off in the 
morning and picked them up in the 

afternoon at elementary schools 
in Barre and Barre Town, while 
transportation wasn’t provided to 
students at Spaulding High School.

Same old, same old?
Yes and no.
While Spaulding’s new-look 

library wasn’t quite finished in 
time for Monday’s opening day 
students got a peek at the coming 
attraction and freshmen were pre-
sented brand new Chromebooks 

that will be at their disposal – both 
at school and at home – for the 
next four years.

“It was a whirlwind day,” Princi-
pal Brenda Waterhouse said after 
what she described as a successful 
start to the school year even if the 
library probably won’t be ready 
until next week.

“Things are coming together and 
it looks pretty fabulous,” she said.

Waterhouse said the shift to 

one-to-one technology is now 
roughly two-thirds complete. 
Nearly 400 upperclassmen picked 
up reconditioned Chromebooks 
last week and hundreds more are 
in the process of being assigned.

This year’s freshman class will 
were assigned new devices, while 
seniors were given older, but 
updated Chromebooks that they 

By LISA RATHKE

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

RUTLAND — Hussam 
Alhallak and his wife kept 
thinking that the war in 
Syria would end, or that 
at least conditions would 
improve. But it persisted, 
with gunfire in the streets 
and bombings that drove 
the couple and their two 
young children into their 
basement for protection.

They just wanted to move 
away from the violence.

T h e  f a m i l y  f l e d  a s 

refugees to Turkey and 
two years  la ter  to  the 
United States, where they 
are rebuilding a life for 
themselves far away from 
war-torn Syria, in the small, 
working-class city of Rut-
land, Vermont.

They learned English, 
and the couple attended 
community college classes 
in accounting, all while 
Alhallak was working early 
in the morning at a bakery. 
In February he was offered 
a job as a tax accountant.

“This is my dream,” said 
Alhallak, 36, who was an 
accountant in Damascus. 
“Thank god for everything. 
Yeah, yeah, I’m very happy 
now.”

The family has made 
great strides in a short 
time. But three years ago, 
when Rutland’s former 
Mayor Christopher Louras 
announced a plan to relo-
cate up to 100 refugees 
there, it wasn’t clear how 

By DAVID DELCORE

STAFF WRITER

BARRE — City councilors 
are being asked if they want 
to exercise their option to 
order the public auction of 
a Prospect Street property 
in hopes of recovering at 
least some of the money the 
city is owed by its owner.

An earlier attempt to fore-
close on the undeveloped 
property was abandoned 
more than three years ago 
in favor of a court-approved 
stipulation that empowered 
the city to auction off the 
property owned by Wilfred 
Langevin if Langevin didn’t 
sell it before Nov. 30, 2017.

Langevin didn’t, which 
opened the door to the 
public auction option coun-
cilors will discuss when they 
meet tonight.

Though nearly two years 
have passed since the city 
was authorized to enlist the 
assistance of an auctioneer 
to dispose of the two tiny 
lots, nothing in the stipu-
lation signed by Langevin 
and then-Mayor Thomas 
Lauzon prevents it from 
doing so now.

C i t y  M a n a g e r  S t e v e 
Mackenzie said Monday it 
isn’t a question of “if” the 
council can auction the 
property, or even “when.” 

The stipulation gives the 
city the open-ended author-
ity to sell the once-littered 
land that was the subject of 
a protracted dispute that 
dates back to 2005.

According to Mackenzie, 
the question boils down 
to whether the council is 
interested in selling two 
lots that collectively cover 
less than three-tenths of an 
acre and are assessed for 
tax purposes at a combined 
$19,800.

To put that in perspec-
tive, Langevin had racked 
up nearly $18,000 in fines 
and more than $12,500 in 
interest when the foreclo-
sure was still pending four 
years ago.

At  the t ime the c i ty 
claimed Langevin’s prop-
erty had been littered for a 
decade with “… trash, junk 
vehicles, junk machinery, 
hazardous waste and used 
oil ,  and miscellaneous 
debris” triggering fines 
associated with violations 
of several local ordinances 
dating back to 2005.

L a n g e v i n  i g n o r e d 
repeated requests that he 
clean up the property and 
in 2008 was ordered to pay 
the city $17,500 in fines 
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Middle school students from Cabot School, including Petra Lalomia, right, climb the Spruce Mountain firetower Monday in Plainfield during the 
first day of school. The middle school hike is part of Cabot’s academic year kickoff and students work on a kickoff quest that includes nature 
photography and journal writing.
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Vermont-based artist Tara Goreau works on a mural titled “Diechotomy” at Camp 
Meade in Middlesex on Sunday during the Eat up on the Green festival.

FIRST-DAY JITTERS

MIDDLESEX MURAL
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