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“By way of a 

different approach, 

Missouri began 

offering chiropractic 

care, acupuncture, 

physical therapy and 

cognitive-behavioral 

therapy for Medicaid 

patients (instead of 

prescribing opiates) 

starting last April.”

Editorial, A4

In the news
The resentencing in a 1989 

murder case shaves 15 years 

off the jail time.  A2

Middlesex municipal budget 

is up for consideration.  A3

So much to talk about in Talk 

of the Town.  A3

Mackenzie delays retirement

Gun control bill draws high emotion

Questions linger about 
Sanders’ health condition 

Child care 
center saved 
from closure

By DAVID DELCORE

STAFF WRITER

BARRE — The City Council can 
cross searching for a new chief 
executive off its to-do list after 
agreeing to extend City Manager 
Steve Mackenzie’s expiring con-
tract for another two years.

Tuesday night’s unanimous vote 
came barely a year after Mackenzie 
last signaled he planned to retire 
when his latest contract extension 
expired this July.

Those plans changed not long 
after Mackenzie included $10,000 
to finance the search for his 

successor in the budget voters 
approved a year ago. A short time 
later Mackenzie said he privately 
told councilors he was willing 
to postpone his retirement — a 
standing offer that explains their 
lack of urgency in recruiting his 
replacement.

The fact the council hadn’t pub-
licly discussed initiating an adminis-
trative search less than five months 
before Mackenzie’s last contract 
extension was set to expire made 
Tuesday night’s decision somewhat 

By ERIC BLAISDELL

STAFF WRITER

MONTPELIER — Lawmakers 
heard emotional testimony Tuesday 
about a gun control bill that would 
do multiple things if passed into 
law, including closing the “Charles-
ton loophole” and requiring those 
with relief from abuse orders to 
give up their guns.

The House Judiciary Committee 

held a public hearing at the State 
House on H.610, a bill focused on 
domestic violence introduced by 
Rep. Maxine Grad, D-Washington, 
and Rep. Martin LaLonde, D-Chit-
tenden. The bill would eliminate 
the so-called “Charleston loop-
hole” which allows a gun dealer to 
transfer a gun to someone before 
a background check is complete. 
The loophole got its name because 

it was used by Dylann Roof who 
got a gun and killed nine people 
at a church in Charleston, South 
Carolina, in 2015 despite not being 
permitted to have a gun due to his 
arrest record.

It would not allow those with 
relief from abuse orders against 
them to possess guns, making it a 
crime to do so, and would allow a 
judge to issue a warrant for seizure 

of any guns that are believed to be 
in that person’s possession. The 
bill would also allow health care 
providers to contact law enforce-
ment if they believe a patient poses 
“an extreme risk of causing harm 
to himself or herself or another 
person by purchasing, possessing, 
or receiving a dangerous weapon 

By BRIAN SLODYSKO  

and LAURAN NEERGAARD

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — Ber-
nie Sanders says he doesn’t 
plan to divulge additional 
information about his 
health, months after suf-
fering a heart attack on 
the campaign trail and 

subsequently pledging to 
release “comprehensive” 
medical records.

“I think we have released 
a detailed medical report, 
and I’m comfortable on 
what we have done,” the 
78-year-old Vermont sena-
tor said during a CNN town 
hall on Tuesday.

Questions about Sanders’ 
health have lingered ever 
since he checked into a Las 
Vegas hospital with chest 
discomfort on Oct. 1 and 
had two stents inserted.

His campaign didn’t 
acknowledge that he had 

By STEPHEN MILLS

STAFF WRITER

MONTPELIER — A Capi-
tal City child care center has 
been saved from closure.

Loveworks, at 24 Mounta-
inview St., was due to close 
March 13, but will reopen 
under new management 
by Montpelier Children’s 
House on March 16.

Loveworks announced 
last month it would close 
three centers in Montpe-
lier, Milton and Williston. 
Two other centers, in Essex 
and Burlington, will remain 
open,  but  tui t ion wi l l 
increase. The closures were 
blamed on budget con-
straints and meeting state 
requirements for teacher 
qualifications.

Loveworks was created in 
2016 as a new branch of the 
Heartworks, Renaissance, 
and Endeavor Schools 
organization, and the Mont-
pelier center was the first to 
open in January 2017. Prior 
to the announcement about 
the closures, Loveworks and 
two other child care center 
operations were acquired by 
Little Sprouts in November 
2018.

News of the change of 
leadership at the Montpe-
lier Loveworks child care 
center came from National 
Life Insurance Group on 
Wednesday. National Life 
owns and leases the build-
ing to Loveworks, and has 
been working closely with 
child care advocates Let’s 
Grow Kids Vermont to find 
an alternative to closure of 
the child care center.

“We understand how diffi-
cult it is to find high-quality 
affordable child care in our 
community,” said Beth Rus-
nock, president of National 
Life Group Foundation, the 
charitable division of the 
company. “That’s why we 
partnered with Let’s Grow 
Kids to quickly identify the 
best options for this space, 
one of which was Montpe-
lier Children’s House.

“They have an excellent 
reputation and decades of 
experience. We’re looking 
forward to welcoming them 
as a neighbor within the 
next few weeks,” she added.

Montpelier Children’s 
House has operated at 41 
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Adam McCullough nearly disappears in a wind-blown white out Wednesday while grooming trails for the Montpelier Parks Department on North 
Street. High winds will usher in bitterly cold temperatures on Thursday. The forecast appears today on page A2.
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Customer Jay Bothwell, left, and co-owner Xavier Jimenez pore through stacks of 
vinyl recently at Buch Spieler Records in Montpelier. Jimenez and co-owner Knayte 
Lander recently doubled the size of their retail space when clothing store The Getup 
Vintage moved down the street. Buch Spieler is getting in hundreds of titles every 
week and will soon be offering additional listening stations.
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Council gives manager a two-year extension

See Manager, page  A7

See Guns, page  A7

See Child care, page  A7 See Sanders, page  A7


