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Wednesday
A TASTE OF ART

Exhibiting Contemporary Art In 

Historic Contexts. This presentation 

will feature a “taste” of what Art at 

the Kent, a State-owned historic site, 

has offered visitors for over a decade. 

12-1:30 p.m. The Garage Cultural 

Center, 58 State Street , Montpelier, 

david.schutz@vermont.gov, 802-

279-5558.

In the news
Community College of Ver-

mont bids farewell to nearly 

500 graduates at its 2019 

commencement.  A3

Norwich University begins 

the search to replace Presi-

dent Rich Schneider, who will 

step down next year.  A3

Mexican officials make the 

case against new tariffs 

threatened by President 

Donald Trump.  B4

New comics
Starting today, the Times Ar-

gus will feature a revamped 

comics page.  A6

City responds to appeals

Tradition on stage

Voters to consider school option

VCFA president, 
founder Greene 
to step down

By STEPHEN MILLS

STAFF WRITER

MONTPELIER — The city has 
filed a response to appeals of Devel-
opment Review Board permits for 
a proposed public parking garage 
in Montpelier.

The Friends of Montpelier, 
representing more than a dozen 
residents, have challenged permits 

issued by the DRB in December to 
subdivide a 2.8-acre parcel of land 
behind the Capitol Plaza Hotel to 
build an 81-room Hampton Inn 
& Suites Hotel, and a 348-space 
public parking garage that would 
be built, owned and operated by 
the city.

In a filing with the Environmen-
tal Court on Friday, attorneys for 

the city have requested summary 
judgment in its favor on the “scope 
of review” of issues contested by the 
appellants.

The city is represented by Burl-
ington law firm Stitzel, Paige and 
Fletcher.

The court filing notes that “there 
is no genuine dispute as to any 
material fact, and the City is entitled 

to judgement as a matter of law on 
each of the identified Questions.” 
The filing said the proposed proj-
ect in the Urban Center-1 Zoning 
District, “is designed and intended 
to meet all applicable standards 
and dimensional requirements of 
the Regulations,” it added.

By DAVID DELCORE

STAFF WRITER

WORCESTER — When it comes 
to school plays it’s literally “no child 
left behind” in Worcester where 
“opening night” is “only night” 
and every student at Doty Memorial 
School has a role.

All 70 of them.
Preschoolers aren’t included, 

in part because Doty’s “All School 
Play”  predates  i ts  preschool 

program and in part because it’s 
probably a reach to ask three- and 
four-year-olds to take the stage and 
perform before standing room only 
crowds, like the one that assembled 
for Thursday night’s performance.

Kindergartners don’t get that 
pass at Doty, where what started as 
a theater-for-everyone experiment 
has evolved into a tradition that 
dates back longer than most folks 
can remember.

Martha Fitch isn’t one of them.
Fitch had to do some mental 

math following what by her count 
was Doty’s 23rd annual All School 
Play, but the school’s retiring art 
teacher said she’s pretty certain 
1996 was the year she and Sharon 
Newcomb came up with the idea.

Newcomb, a Worcester resident 
who taught physical education at 
Doty for 24 years before gradu-
ating to U-32 Middle and High 

School and since retiring, said that 
sounded about right her.

“It’s been a long time,” said 
Newcomb, who has remained part 
of a small but committed cadre of 
community members that help with 
what has increasingly become a stu-
dent-driven performance.

It didn’t start out that way.
Newcomb said the thinking in 

By DAVID DELCORE

STAFF WRITER

MIDDLESEX — School 
directors in Middlesex have 
scheduled a special school 
district meeting less than 72 
hours before they are set to 
cede operational author-
ity of Rumney Memorial 
School to the recently 
seated board of the Wash-
ington Central Unified 
Union School District.

It took two tries and 
the posted warning still 
includes some notable 
errors, but voters who are 
able to attend the special 
school district meeting, 
which is set for 5:30 p.m. 
on Friday, June 28, will be 
asked to make a couple of 
district-ending decisions.

Both involve the local ele-
mentary school, which, like 
those in Berlin, Calais, East 

Montpelier and Worcester, 
as well as jointly owned 
U-32 Middle and High 
School, are on the verge of 
being conveyed to the new 
pre-K-12 district as part of 
one of several state-ordered 
mergers.

The new merged district 
will be launched on July 1 
and voters who attend the 

By STEPHEN MILLS

STAFF WRITER

M O N T P E L I E R  — 
Thomas Greene, founder 
and president of Vermont 
College of Fine Arts, has 
announced he will 
step down on July 1, 
2020.

He will leave next 
month on a year’s 
sabbatical to resume 
h i s  c a r e e r  a s  a n 
acclaimed author but 
will return to teach in the 
college’s writing and pub-
lishing master’s programs. 
The college’s board of trust-
ees will begin an immediate 
search for his successor. 
CFO Katie Gustafson and 
Academic Dean Matthew 
Monk will lead the college 
until an interim president 
is appointed. Greene’s new 
title when he returns will 
be Founding President 
Emeritus.

Greene founded VCFA in 
2006 by creating a nonprofit 
that bought the historic Ver-
mont College campus and 
three master’s writing pro-
grams from Union Institute 
and University. Greene pre-
viously worked for UIU and 

Vermont College’s former 
owner, Norwich University.

At 37 when VCFA began, 
Greene was the youngest 
college president in the 
nation. When he leaves, 

he will be the sec-
ond longest-serving 
college president in 
the state, after Rich 
Schneider at Nor-
wich University, who 
announced last week 
that he also will step 

down next year after 28 
years’ service.

“I’ve been having a con-
versation with the board 
for a couple of years about 
when would be an appropri-
ate time for transition from 
my leadership,” Greene said 
on Monday.

“My goal was always to go 
back to my writing career 
and I really felt that now 
was the time to pivot. For 
me personally, I’m ready to 
get back to writing and join 
the faculty to teach, which I 
used to do, and I also think 
it’s healthy for VCFA to 
bring in someone who has 
new vision and new ideas, 
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Students from Doty Memorial School in Worcester perform a skit for community members at the school recently.
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Don Marsh, of Montpelier, and a crew of painters create a huge work of art late 
Saturday night on the pavement of the Heney Lot off State Street in Montpelier. The 
work was designed by local artist Rob Hitzig and installed by the Montpelier Alive 
Design Committee in advance of the New England Foundation for the Arts Creative 
Communities Exchange.

ART BY NIGHT LIGHT

PARKING GARAGE PROJECT

70 students take part in All-School Play
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