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Friday
GLORIOUS LEADER

The solo project of Kyle Woolard, 

bandleader of orchestral indie 

group The Anatomy of Frank. 

$15, seniors 20% off, students $10; 

7-10 p.m. Highland Center for the 

Arts, 2875 Hardwick St., Greensboro, 

802-533-2000.

“The number of 

child abuse and 

neglect cases filed 

in Vermont’s family 

court has grown 

exponentially due, 

in part, to the opioid 

crisis.”

Editorial, A4

In the news
Police logs from Barre Town 

and Barre City.  A2

More testimony calling Ste-

phen Bourgoin’s sanity into 

question.  A3

Montpelier’s charter change 

continues to face challenges.  A3

City projects remain stalled

Court hears 
WCAX case 
arguments

Voters OK $45M school 
budget for new district

City, town vote on budgets

By STEPHEN MILLS

STAFF WRITER

MONTPELIER — Construction 
of a hotel and garage complex in 
the Capital City is unlikely to begin 
this year because of outstanding 
appeals against permits issued, 
according to officials involved in 
the projects.

Meanwhile, bills for the projects 
continue to mount as attorneys on 

both sides of the appeals continue 
to wrangle over court schedules to 
reach agreement.

The appeals concern permits 
issued by the Development Review 
Board for an 81-room Hampton 
Inn & Suites Hotel and an adjoin-
ing garage on 2.8 acres behind the 
Capitol Plaza Hotel off State Street 
owned by the Bashara family. The 
Basharas asked the city to partner 

with them and build the garage. 
The city agreed but increased the 
size of the garage from 250 to 348 
parking spaces.

The Friends of Montpelier, rep-
resenting 16 city residents, then 
filed an appeal of the DRB permits 
for the hotel and garage, saying 
that the city did not follow its own 
zoning regulations during the 
permitting process. Residents also 

appealed an Act 250 permit for the 
project issued May 2.

Both appeals mean that the 
Environmental Court and the Act 
250 District 5 Environmental Com-
mission will have to reconsider the 
applications for both projects de 
novo (start over again), as if no 
permits had been issued.

STAFF REPORT

MONTPELIER — The Vermont Supreme Court 
heard arguments Tuesday about whether to pub-
licly release a judge’s decision blocking the state’s 
request for raw footage of a police shooting.

The case involves Nathan Giffin, who was shot 
and killed by police after a standoff at Montpelier 
High School in January 2018. News station WCAX 
was at the scene at the time and one of its cameras 
caught the shooting.

Washington County State’s Attorney Rory Thi-
bault sought that footage through a subpoena as 
part of his investigation into the shooting to see if 
any officers should be charged. All of the officers 
were later cleared of any wrongdoing.

WCAX’s parent company Gray Television refused 
to hand the footage over so the matter went before 
a judge. The hearing was confidential because it 
was part of an active investigation, but according 
to court records, in Feburary 2018, Judge Howard 

By DAVID DELCORE

STAFF WRITER

BARRE — A fledgling school 
board that just popped a $45 mil-
lion question got the answer it was 
hoping for on Tuesday.

Voters in Barre and Barre Town 
collectively approved the first-ever 
budget for the soon-to-be-merged 
Barre Unified Union School Dis-
trict, 631-361.

The favorable vote was made 
to order for a new nine-member 
school board that was just elected 
last month and is now readying to 
assume operational responsibility 
for currently autonomous elemen-
tary schools in Barre and Barre 

Town, as well as jointly owned but 
separately run Spaulding High 
School.

The board’s chairman, Paul 
Malone, summed up his reaction 
to Tuesday’s results in two words.

“I’m happy,” Malone said shortly 
learning the budget passed while 
attending the first meeting of the 
new district’s facilities committee 
at Barre City Elementary and 
Middle School, after the polls 
closed and the results from Barre 
and Barre Town had been added 
together.

“For the first time it feels like 

By ERIC BLAISDELL

STAFF WRITER

BARRE TOWN — Turnout was 
better than last year, but not much, 
as residents passed both town bud-
gets during Barre Town’s annual 
vote Tuesday.

Voters passed the general fund 
591-123. That budget is $3,867,941, 
which is an increase of $128,385, or 
3.43 percent, more than the current 
budget.

For notable changes, Town Man-
ager Carl Rogers said in April the 
biggest increase is $102,790 for the 
town’s ambulance fund. Rogers said 
this increase was needed to offset the 
loss in revenue from ambulance calls 

paid by Medicare and Medicaid. He 
said the amount those programs will 
pay increases slightly while the pay-
roll for ambulance service is going 
up by much more than that.

The second largest increase 
in the general fund is $29,575 in 
health insurance premiums for 
town employees. Next is $15,970 for 
contracted services for recreation. 
Rogers said that includes $7,000 for 
improving the softball field fence, 
$3,500 to remove invasive plants 
from the Town Forest and $4,200 to 
seal the skate park surface.

The proposed general fund also 
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Early morning rays pierce approaching cloud cover in Calais recently. The forecast remains a 
mixed bag, and appears today on page A2.

MORNING RAYS

Hotel and garage costs mounting for both sides

Town budget approved; 
incumbents are re-elected
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Amanda Gray emerges from a voting booth with Calahan Farnham, 6, after casting her ballot at Barre Town Elementary School on Tuesday.

See Projects, page  A8

See Giffin, page  A8

See Town, page  A8 See Schools, page  A8


