
“Someday, these 

teenagers will run 

the country. Let’s 

hope they retain their 

clarity and courage, 

even into adulthood.”
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In the news
A Rutland daycare owner 

has been charged almost two 

months after a 6-month-old 

Pittsford girl died in her care.  A3

Arts Editor Jim Lowe reviews the 
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latest performances in Rutland 
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Sports
Thetford, St. Johnsbury, Danville 

and Mount St. Joseph Academy 

take titles in their respective 

divisions in high school boys 

basketball.  B1, B2, B3
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Saturday
THE NEW BLACK 

EAGLE JAZZ BAND

Fixtures on the international jazz 

scene for nearly 50 years. 7:30-

9:30 p.m. Chandler Center for the 

Arts, 71-73 Main Street, Randolph, 

outreach@chandler-arts.org, 802-

728-9878.

Barre lands pool grant

Legion celebrates century mark

Meat company to move to downtown Barre

Group preps for 
USS Vt. launch

By DAVID DELCORE

STAFF WRITER

BARRE — Days after being told 
the price of upgrading and expand-
ing the city’s 70-year-old swimming 
pool could far exceed expectations, 
local officials learned the federal 
government is readying to toss a 
$200,000 lifeline to the $1.1 million 
project.

Though a formal announcement 
is weeks away and an agreement 
that will provide the city access to 
the cash likely won’t be in place 
until early summer, City Manager 
Steve Mackenzie welcomed the 
news that the city’s application for a 
$350,000 grant from the Land and 
Water Conservation Program will 
be partially funded.

“It’s huge,” Mackenzie said 
Monday, noting the additional 
funds, coupled with a $720,000 
bond approved by voters last year, 
should comfortably cover the core 
components of the pool upgrade, 
which a consultant has estimated 
at $835,000.

Mackenzie said when he first 
learned of the federal grant funds, 

which are administered in Vermont 
by the state Department of Forest, 
Parks and Recreation, he hoped to 
squeeze at least $200,000 out of the 
program but applied for the maxi-
mum amount allowable.

“I knew $350,000 was a big ask, 
but nothing ventured, nothing 

By STEPHEN MILLS

STAFF WRITER

MONTPELIER — The maxim 
“old soldiers never die; they simply 
fade away” has growing significance 
for members of the military veter-
ans’ organization The American 
Legion, which celebrates its 100th 
anniversary this year.

The Legion was founded in Paris 
on March 15, 1919, to help care for 
soldiers returning from World War 
I. As the years passed, so too have 
many of the Legion’s members, 

down from a peak of 3.3 million 
after the end of World War II to 2.3 
million in 2013.

The same is true for the member-
ship of The American Legion Post 
3 in Montpelier, but that didn’t 
stop members from celebrating the 
anniversary with all the bells and 
whistles and a dinner and dance at 
its Main Street facility on Saturday.

At its height, Post 3 boasted 500 
members and currently has about 
240, Post 3 Commander Dick Har-
low said. Statewide, there are about 

10,000 members.
“What’s happening is all the old 

ones are dying off, and we can’t 
get younger people involved,” said 
Harlow, pointing to the digital era 
as eroding civic traditions. “It’s a 
sign of the times.”

If the Legion’s numbers are 
dwindling, it wasn’t that evident at 
Post 3’s celebration on Saturday. 
The ground floor bar and recep-
tion room quickly filled up with 
members, family and supporters 
before the party moved upstairs for 

dinner. The Legion’s membership 
has also expanded thanks to the 
addition of the Women’s Auxiliary, 
which honors women veterans, and 
the Sons of the American Legion, 
which permits membership to men 
of all ages whose parents or grand-
parents served in the U.S. military.

Harlow is a 17-year veteran who 
served with the Vermont National 
Guard from 1955 to 1963, and 
is serving his fourth year as post 

By ERIC BLAISDELL

STAFF WRITER

BARRE — Fine meat producer 
Vermont Salumi will open a facility 
in the former Homer Fitts building 
in downtown Barre.

Company owner Peter Roscini 
Colman said Friday the move will 
relocate production from Plainfield 
to Barre. Last week, the Barre Town 
Select Board heard from Barre 
Area Development Corp. Execu-
tive Director Joel Schwartz, who 
told members the company has 

outgrown its current facility.
Schwartz asked the board to sign 

off on a $180,000 loan to renovate 
the building and purchase equip-
ment. The seven-year loan, at 6.3 
percent interest, includes $50,000 
from the town’s revolving loan 
fund and the remainder from the 
Vermont Community Loan Fund.

Board member Norman Malone 
asked Schwartz if he could think 
of any other production businesses 
that exist on the main street in 
Barre.

“I’d have to think about it, but 
the answer is no,” Schwartz said. 
“What’s happening, as you know, is 
the retail sector is getting hollowed 
out by the internet.”

Schwartz said the city’s zoning 
for the building requires a retail 
storefront component. Colman 
said Friday he’s not sure what the 
retail space will be, and Schwartz 
noted he doesn’t think the store 
could support only Colman’s wares.

“There’s some discussion about 
bringing other specialty foods into 

the storefront,” Schwartz said. “He’s 
not under any obligation to do 
what I think. He is under an obliga-
tion to lease some space at the front 
of the store. It makes sense to tie it 
to his business because he may not 
have to totally wall it off from the 
back end, in terms of construction 
costs, if he does that.”

Schwartz noted Colman has 
a lease for the property, which 
includes an option to buy the 

By STEPHEN MILLS

STAFF WRITER

MONTPELIER — It’s still 
a year away from launching, 
but there’s already momen-
tum gathering to celebrate 
the commission of the 
nuclear attack submarine 
USS Vermont (SSN 792).

The submarine is under 
construction at General 
Dynamics Electric Boat in 
Groton, Connecticut, and is 
due to be commissioned in 
a ceremony in late spring or 
early summer next year. It 
will be the third navy vessel 
to bear the state’s name.

The USS Vermont is a 
Virginia Class submarine, 
the latest complement of 
fast-attack submarines to 

succeed the Los Angeles 
Class,  such as the USS 
Montpelier. When com-
plete, it will be 377 feet 
long, 34 feet wide and will 
displace 7,800 tons. It will 
have a 132-person crew.

The submarine’s com-
missioning committee has 
27 members from across 
the state who are planning 
a series of events to mark 
the sub’s launch. It aims to 
raise $250,000 for events 
and commemorative mem-
orabilia to celebrate the 
commissioning.

Committee chairwoman 
Debra Martin, who orga-
nized many events  for 
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From left, Vermont’s Sons of the American Legion Commander Steve England, Montpelier American Legion Post #3 Commander Dick Harlow 
and Vermont American Legion Commander Dave Woodward share a joke at the American Legion in Montpelier on Saturday as the organization 
celebrates its 100th anniversary.
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Julia Cisze, center, and Sophia DeSanto, right, perform a traditional Irish dance with 
the backing of string band Knotwork during the Irish Arts Festival at the Grange 
Hall Cultural Center in Waterbury Center on Sunday. The event, which also served 
as a fundraiser to renovate the building, featured Waterbury’s own Celtic Company 
dancers, as well as storytelling and Irish food.
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