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Thursday
SEASON OPENING 

MUSICAL

The Tony award-winning musical 

“Into the Woods,” comes to life 

as the Lamoille County Players 

continues their 67th season. $18, 

7-9 p.m. Hyde Park Opera House, 85 

Main Street, Hyde Park , genehein-

rich@yahoo.com, 802-888-4507.

“Using social media 

as a propaganda 

weapon, we have 

seen a concerted 

nationalistic shift 

in the United 

States, and the 

repercussions of 

that movement are 

revealing how far 

apart we are on many 

social, political and 

policy issues.”

Editorial, A4

In the news
Police are investigating an 

arson fire that started on 

the property of an elderly 

couple.  A2

Three charged after drug bust

Holcombe will run for governor

GMT slows 
its rollout of 
transit plan

By DAVID DELCORE

STAFF WRITER

EAST MONTPELIER — Mem-
bers of the Washington Central 
School Board met for the first time 
since assuming operational author-
ity of a six-school system that is now 
theirs to run and the record will 
reflect Monday’s scenic session was 
literally a back porch forum.

Hosted by School Director Flor 

Diaz-Smith at her Horn of the 
Moon Road home, the retreat sup-
plied a pleasant ending to Super-
intendent Debra Taylor’s first day 
in her interim job and gave board 
members representing Berlin, Cal-
ais, East Montpelier, Middlesex and 
Worcester the chance to discuss 
their shared future.

Only one of the board’s 10 mem-
bers — Vera Frazier from Berlin 

— was unable to make the casual 
but public meeting that played out 
on a porch with a tough to top view.

“I wish every meeting could be 
like this,” Chairman Scott Thomp-
son said as dinner was being served 
and the sun, which set before the 
session ended, was still high in the 
very blue sky.

The retreat — the first of two the 
board has planned — coincided 

with Taylor’s first day at work and 
marked the board’s first meeting 
since the July 1 launch of a state-or-
dered merger that extinguished 
the supervisory union anchored by 
U-32 Middle and High School.

The new union district’s five-
town boundaries mirror those of 
the supervisory union. However, 

By ERIC BLAISDELL

STAFF WRITER

BARRE —Three people have 
picked up drug charges after a 
search warrant was executed in 
Barre Tuesday.

Travon McAllister, 30, of Yon-
kers, New York, pleaded not guilty 
Tuesday in Washington County 
criminal court in Barre to a felony 
count of cocaine possession. If con-
victed, McAllister faces a maximum 

sentence of 10 years in prison. He 
was ordered held at Northeast Cor-
rectional Complex in St. Johnsbury 
on $25,000 bail.

James C. Manning, 52, of Barre, 
pleaded not guilty to two misde-
meanor counts of dispensing a reg-
ulated drug in a dwelling. If con-
victed, Manning faces a maximum 
sentence of four years in prison. He 
was released on conditions.

Tamara Parker, 47, also of Barre, 

pleaded not guilty to two misde-
meanor counts of dispensing a 
regulated drug in a dwelling. If con-
victed, Parker also faces a maximum 
sentence of four years in prison. She 
was released on conditions.

Cpl. Jonathan Houle, of the 
Barre City police, said in his affida-
vit a search warrant was executed 
Tuesday on an apartment on East-
ern Avenue. Houle said Manning 
and Parker rented the apartment 

and McAllister was found inside at 
the time the warrant was executed.

Houle said McAllister was found 
on a couch trying to hide some-
thing which turned out to be a 
white, rock-like substance that 
appeared to be crack cocaine. He 
said the substance weighed 1.2 
ounces and field tested positive 
for cocaine. McAllister also had 

By SARAH ASCH

CORRESPONDENT

NORWICH — Rebecca 
Holcombe, former educa-
tion secretary, announced 
Tuesday that she will run for 
governor of Vermont.

Holcombe will seek the 
Democratic gubernatorial 
nomination in 2020, making 
her the first candidate to 
declare in the race.

Holcombe served as edu-
cation secretary for four 
years under governors Peter 
Shumlin and Phil Scott. She 
announced her resignation 

in March 2018 over 
pol icy  d i sagree -
ments with the Scott 
administration.

In an interview 
with the Herald, 
Holcombe said she 
is still compiling 
her platform and 
seeking feedback 
from stakeholders 
around the state. However, 
she has a long list of priori-
ties, including helping small 
businesses, lowering the cost 
of health care and addressing 
climate change.

“ W e  h a v e  t o 
support our small 
businesses, they’re 
the engine of the 
Vermont economy,” 
she said. “We have 
to do that not just 
in the places that 
are already growing 
and doing well. ... 
We need to bring 

that opportunity to every 
corner of the state.”

One way she hopes to 
build rural economies is by 

By DAVID DELCORE

STAFF WRITER

BARRE — The Green Mountain Transit board 
has pumped the brakes on a plan to provide a new 
commuter bus service along the Route 14 corridor.

On a day when the GMT board was told imple-
mentation of a broader package of changes to its 
transportation network in central Vermont could 
slide from September into early next year, members 
tabled action on the Route 14 proposal that could 
still be launched in October.

GMT spokeswoman Jamie Smith said the board 
tabled action on the proposal supported and set to be 
subsidized by the state Agency of Transportation until 
next month during its Tuesday morning meeting.

Smith said the board has requested additional anal-
ysis on both “need” and “ridership” before making a 
final decision involving a proposal to create bus service 
between Hardwick and Barre.

“They (board members) want to make sure there’s 
sustainable funding for the route,” she said.

Proposed by AOT in April, the route would be a 
collaborative endeavor with Rural Community Transit 
(RCT) providing one weekday round trip between 
Hardwick and the park-and-ride on Route 14 in East 
Montpelier and GMT providing the evening round 
trip, as well as a fare-free transfer to its Route 2 com-
muter bus.

The Route 2 bus already runs from Montpelier 
to St. Johnsbury and serves points in between and 
would add a stop in downtown Barre where AOT has 
started the phased consolidation of many of its offices 
in Barre City Place.

Smith said the new route — including the Route 
2 transfers — would operate “fare free” and AOT 
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A lone fisherman carries on through a rain shower on Tuesday at the Bolton Falls recreation area on the Winooski River in Waterbury.

JOSH KUCKENS / STAFF PHOTO

Canoers and kayakers enjoy the calm waters of Wrightsville Reservoir on Tuesday afternoon 
in Middlesex.
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