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Homecoming
The Norwich University 

football team hopes to 

celebrate its Homecoming 

weekend with a win on 

Saturday.  B1

 � SEPT. 24, 2021 DRAWS
Midday: 7-5-0 and 3-1-7-8
Evening: 3-7-8 and 1-4-6-4
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Death threats began in Vt.

Principal: Testing key to COVID concerns

COVID 
coverage 
continues

By MIKE DONOGHUE

CORRESPONDENT

The arrest of a former West 
Pawlet man in Alaska by the Fed-
eral Bureau of Investigation for 
reportedly making long-distance 
death threats to a group of Ver-
monters was sparked by an initial 
investigation by Vermont State 
Police, authorities said.

Brian C. Tarbell, 34, now of 

Kasilof, Alaska, is charged with 
making death threats to at least 
four people believed to be in Ver-
mont — most, if not all, are his 
relatives, court records show.

Tarbell has gone downhill in the 
wake of his divorce case, federal 
court records show.

Vermont State Police Detective 
Lt. Christopher Barber said Fri-
day the early death threats were 

reported to the Rutland barracks. 
After some internal discussion a 
decision was made to hand the case 
off to the FBI, according to Barber, 
who oversees criminal cases in 
southwestern Vermont.

It remains unclear why the FBI 
in Vermont did not tackle the case 
or why it was punted to Alaska 
authorities. A spokesman for the 
FBI in Alaska was unable to provide 

a response on Friday.
Tarbell, who moved from Ver-

mont to Alaska in April, made 
threats to several family members, 
including threats to kill his parents, 
brother and others. He also made 
two phone calls to the Massachusetts 
State Police during the early morn-
ing hours of Sept. 1 and promised 

By DAVID DELCORE

STAFF WRITER

BARRE — Regular testing could 
provide a “game-changing” answer 
to a local school district that has 
been forced to send large numbers 
of students home for extended 
periods of time since classes 
resumed nearly month ago.

While other area school districts 
already have started voluntary 

surveillance testing for staff and 
students, interim Superintendent 
Chris Hennessey told members of 
the Barre Unified School Board 
on Thursday “capacity” problems 
have thus far slowed the roll out of 
a similar program in the two-town, 
three-school district anchored by 
Spaulding High School.

Hennessey said a recent hire 
should address that issue, and the 

district appears to be on track to 
offer the voluntary testing for all 
students and staff the week after 
next.

“We’re truly hoping this is a 
game-changing situation,” Hen-
nessey said, acknowledging the con-
cerns voiced by three parents who 
told the board they were troubled 
by how many students have been 
sidelined as a pandemic-related 

precaution less than four weeks 
into the school year.

Marcy Kreitz was one of them.
The mother of a first- and third-

grader at Barre Town Middle and 
Elementary School, Kreitz urged 
the board to reconsider its poli-
cies surrounding contact tracing, 
which she argued has created an 

By PATRICK MCARDLE

STAFF WRITER

While the insurance companies 
in some states are no longer pay-
ing for COVID treatment without 
a co-pay for customers, Vermont 
still requires the companies pay for 
treatment and testing at no charge.

An article published in The 
Washington Post on Sept. 18 
stated many insurers were restoring 
co-pays and deductibles that had 
been waived in 2020.

“If you’re fortunate enough to 
live in Vermont or New Mexico, for 
instance, state mandates require 
insurance companies to cover 
100% of treatment. But most Amer-
icans with COVID are now exposed 
to the uncertainty, confusion and 
expense of business-as-usual medi-
cal billing and insurance practices 
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Zinnias and other flowers bloom Friday in a flower garden at Dog River Farm in Berlin. The farm sells cut flowers in addition to their vegetable 
offerings and is now offering pick-your-own pumpkins.

JEB WALLACE-BRODEUR / STAFF PHOTO

Paul Demers, of South Burlington, left, and John Kim, of Montpelier, prepare donated bicycles for shipping 
during a used sewing machine and bicycle collection event at National Life in Montpelier on Friday. The Green 
Mountain Return Peace Corps volunteers have been collecting items yearly for the past 22 years for the group 
Pedals For Progress, which distributes the items to countries worldwide. An additional collection will take place 
Saturday at Burton Snowboards in Burlington from 8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.
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Monarchs’ needs
Many people are familiar 

with the value of milkweed 

for monarchs, but once 

caterpillars metamor-

phose, other plants serve 

a vital role.  C1 

‘Maid of Orleans’
The opera celebrat-

ing Joan of Arc, which 

Tchaikovsky called his 

‘masterpiece,’ will get a 

rare staging by the Opera 

Company of Middlebury.  D1 BARRE SCHOOLS

See Coverage, page  A5
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See Tarbell, page  A5


