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Gallery
It may seem early to be 

thinking about milkweed 

and monarchs ... but 

apparently not!  
                                      A6

 � JULY 19, 2019, DRAWS
Midday: 4-6-0 and 9-6-2-4 
Evening: 2-2-1 and 6-8-9-3
New York State:
5-9-2 LS16 and 3-3-8-3 LS17
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Save the world

“It is time for us all to 

stand up everywhere and 

just say no: We will not 

tolerate the destruction 

of our precious Earth and 

the lives of our children for 

greed.”                        C7

Girl power
Outdoor adventure is one 

of several new offerings for 

Girl Scouts, in addition to 

other programs that meet the 

needs and interests of today’s 

young girl.  

                                     C1

Wide-eyed
“Eye Spy,” an exhibition fo-

cused on the eye, opened at 

Studio Place Arts last week 

and continues in the Main 

Floor Gallery through Aug. 

23. The show features work 

of 29 artists.                                                 
                               D1

Study to analyze Montpelier traffic

Town OKs loan for easement

Court decision 
in favor of  
news station

By KATE BARCELLOS

STAFF WRITER

You may just be able to fry an 
egg on the sidewalk this weekend, 
thanks to a spell of hot weather 
slated to hit Vermont. Experts warn 
the sunny days ahead may be the 
perfect excuse to stay inside.

Meteorologists at the Fairbanks 
Museum in St. Johnsbury warned 
of temperatures sneaking past 95 in 
some places Saturday, with a heavy 
blanket of humidity and a heat 
index of 100 or more.

Officials are urging Vermont-
ers to take heed in the heat and 

make sure they stay calm, cool and 
well-hydrated if they choose to 
brave the rays.

The governor’s office also advised 
wearing lightweight, light-colored 
clothes to avoid retaining any extra 
heat, and to avoid using tools, lights 
and appliances that might raise the 

temperature further. Residents are 
urged to research where public 
cooling stations might pop up in 
local churches, volunteer locations 
and community centers.

Barre City has opened cooling 

By STEPHEN MILLS

STAFF WRITER

M O N T P E L I E R  —  A 
“scoping study” in the Cap-
ital City will explore options 
for the most conflicted 
intersection at Main and 
Barre streets at two upcom-
ing public meetings.

Public meetings will be 
held at the Montpelier 
Senior Activity Center on 

Thursday and at the Kel-
logg-Hubbard Library on 
July 31. Both meetings begin 
at 6 p.m.

The “Main-and-Barre-
Street-Corridors” study is a 
preliminary assessment of 
issues and potential solutions 
to problems along the length 
of Main Street, and along 
Barre Street between Main 
Street and the Recreation 

Center, where cyclists can 
pick up the recreation path 
on Stonecutters Way.

The study also will look at 
the Main and School streets 
intersection that can also be 
problematic for pedestrians 
and cyclists.

The study is funded by 
a $20,000 grant from the 
Agency of Transportation 
Bicycle and Pedestrian 

Program with the city also 
contributing $20,000. It 
precedes other work that 
aims to improve traffic-free 
pedestrian and cyclist recre-
ation paths that will connect 
Taylor Street to Barre Street, 
and Granite Street to Galli-
son Hill, with both projects 
scheduled for completion 
this year.

Corey  L ine ,  pro jec t 

management director with 
the Public Works Depart-
ment, will work with con-
tractors Dubois & King to 
coordinate the study, and 
the public is invited to sub-
mit comments and sugges-
tions online. A final report 
is expected by the end of 
the year.

By DAVID DELCORE

STAFF WRITER

BERLIN — The Select 
Board has agreed to float 
a $50,000 loan to its cash-
strapped water department 
to facilitate the acquisition 
of an easement for a new 
well members were told 
likely won’t be needed for 
more than a year.

The municipal water 

system, which serves the 
area of town just off Exit 7 
of Interstate 89, still owes 
the town $143,000 for 
money that was fronted 
during the early explora-
tion of the public utility that 
was finally launched nearly 
four years ago.

That system is fueled 
by three wells that have 
ample capacity to supply 

the current customer base, 
but a Public Works Board 
bracing for future growth is 
in the process of investing 
$90,000 from the Clean 
Water State Revolving Loan 
Fund in developing a fourth 
well.

Money to drill and test 
the well, which — like the 

By ERIC BLAISDELL

STAFF WRITER

MONTPELIER — The 
Vermont Supreme Court has 
sided with a media company 
deciding to publicly release a 
judge’s decision blocking the 
state’s request for raw footage 
of a police shooting.

The case involves Nathan 
Giffin, who was shot and killed 
by police after a standoff at 
Montpelier High School in 
January 2018. News station 
WCAX was at the scene at the 
time and one of its cameras 
caught the shooting.

Washington County State’s 
Attorney Rory Thibault sought 
that footage through an 
inquest subpoena as part of his 
investigation into the shooting 
to determine whether any offi-
cers should be charged. All of 
the officers were later cleared 
of any wrongdoing.

WCAX’s parent company 
Gray Television refused to 
hand the footage over so the 
matter went before a judge. 
The hearing was confidential 
because it was part of an active 
investigation, but according 
to court records, in February 

2018, Judge Howard E. Van-
Benthuysen sided with the 
news station and denied the 
state’s request for the footage, 
citing the state’s new shield 
law. After the decision was 
made, Gray Television filed a 
motion asking for the decision 
to be made public.

VanBenthuysen denied that 
motion, saying because the 
decision was based on a con-
fidential matter the decision 
itself was confidential, as well. 
Gray Television appealed that 
decision to the state Supreme 
Court, saying the judge abused 
his discretion.

Thibault had argued Van-
Benthuysen made the right 
decision because proceedings 
and rulings in a case like this 
are confidential and not sub-
ject to be released publicly.

He brought up search war-
rants saying a denied search 
warrant is never made public, 
but is kept under seal by the 
court. He said when a search 
warrant is granted it is kept 
under seal as well until the 
search has been conducted.
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Elise Magnant, who operates Littlewood Farm in Plainfield with her partner Kagen Dewey, sets out a selection of organic vegetables Friday during 
the weekly Plainfield Farmers’ Market. The market also offers fresh bread, meat, honey, syrup, foraged mushrooms, baked goods, a massage 
therapist and live music every Friday afternoon.
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Kate Townshend, of Northfield, tidies up an ornamental garden Friday in Montpelier. 
The planting is on the side of the building, which houses Downtown T’s on Main 
Street and is the brainchild of building owner Kelly Sullivan.
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Vt. prepares for hot spell


