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“How far have we 

fallen? Too far ... 

while President 

Trump is defending 

the ‘tremendous 

steps’ that have 

been taken to save 

American lives 

during the pandemic, 

the rest of the world 

is calling BS.”

Editorial, A4

In the News
Republican Gov. Phil Scott 

upholds his promise to veto 

the Global Warming Solu-

tions Act — a decision that 

drew condemnation from 

Democrats, Progressives 

and environmental advocates 

that all supported the bill.  A5

Mediator takes up 3 disputes

Fauci: Stay the course, Vermont

Judge hears 
mail-in voting 
argument

By DAVID DELCORE

STAFF WRITER

BARRE — A veteran mediator 
with a solid batting average in Barre 
has been called on to resolve three 
local labor disputes, and thanks to 
Ira Lobel’s successful outing Tuesday 
it’s already one down and two to go.

The city’s stalled negotiations 
with unionized members of Barre’s 

police department were first up 
for Lobel, who helped settle that 
dispute on Tuesday, while impasses 
declared in separate negotiations 
with unionized teachers and 
para-educators in the Barre Unified 
Union School District are on deck 
later this month.

Lobel played a pivotal role in bro-
kering the multi-year settlements 

that were belatedly reached with 
all three bargaining units two years 
ago. Those contracts all lapsed on 
June 30 and police officers, emer-
gency dispatchers, teachers and 
para-educators have all been work-
ing under the terms of the expired 
agreements ever since.

Enter Lobel, who on Tuesday 
took a fresh cut — successfully 

nudging negotiators representing 
the city and the local police union 
toward what had been an elusive 
settlement.

This time the two sides weren’t 
hunkered down in separate rooms 
at City Hall and Lobel wasn’t shut-
tling between them in an effort 

By GORDON DRITSCHILO

STAFF WRITER

Dr. Anthony Fauci said Vermonters 
should keep doing what they’ve been 
doing.

The director of the National Insti-
tute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases 
joined Gov. Phil Scott’s Tuesday news 
conference by video to praise the 
state’s response to the COVID-19 pan-
demic and urge Vermonters to stay the 
course.

“I believe strongly that I’d do what 
you’ve been doing in Vermont in the 
rest of the country ... I believe that as 
we enter the fall and the winter, which 

will be a challenge because there 
will be much more indoor activity as 
opposed to outdoor activity, that we 
can not only get through the fall and 
the winter, but we can come out the 
other end better off than we went in,” 
he said.

Fauci said that if Vermonters con-
tinuing wearing masks, washing their 
hands and social distancing, the state 
could even avoid a second wave during 
the winter. However, he cautioned 
against Vermonters against letting their 
guard down.

“Even when you are in as good a 
shape as Vermont is, you get in that 

shape by doing the things you’ve 
done,” he said. “The message I would 
like all the citizens of the state to hear 
is that the virus is a formidable foe.”

Fauci said the state’s success cannot 
simply be attributed to its low popu-
lation density — Vermont ranks 31st 
in population density and has a lower 
infection rate than many more sparsely 
populated states.

“This is success because of what you 
did,” he said. “We’ve seen places with 
high density succeed. For example, 
although New York City got hit very 
hard ... now in New York City, they have 
it right. They got their percentage of 

positivity not as low as you-all in Ver-
mont, but they got it pretty low.”

Fauci sidestepped questions about 
the Trump administration’s initial 
response to the pandemic.

“You can always say what would’ve 
happened, could’ve happened, 
should’ve happened,” he said. “That 
question is not productive.”

Fauci also said that he was not wor-
ried an unproven vaccine might be 
rushed through for political reasons. 
He said the system for approving vac-
cine has enough independent checks 

By GORDON DRITSCHILO

STAFF WRITER

A federal judge on Tuesday heard arguments 
in Rutland on a legal challenge to the state’s 
mail-in voting plans.

A lawsuit filed earlier this month by five Ver-
mont residents seeks to block Secretary of State 
Jim Condos’ plan to offer universal vote-by-mail 
at the November election. In a hearing held via 
Zoom, Judge Geoffrey Crawford heard argu-
ments for and against a preliminary injunction 
on the program.

Crawford said he intended to deliver a deci-
sion today.

David Warrington, attorney for the plaintiffs, 
said the case was not predicated on the risk of 
fraud altering the course of an election, but 
on the argument that a ballot cast improperly 
— whether on purpose or otherwise — would 
violate the Constitutional rights of his clients by 
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Gov. Phil Scott listens as Dr. Anthony Fauci, director of the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases, discusses Vermont’s response to to 
COVID-19 pandemic during a press conference Tuesday in Montpelier.
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Players chase the ball during a Sugarbush Polo Club match in Waitsfield recently. Founded in 1962, the 
Sugarbush Polo Club is Vermont’s oldest polo club and a member of the U.S. Polo Association.
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